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Welcome to the first of our electronic newsletters.  As suggested 
and debated at our AGM, this year we will be trialling an emailed 
and on-line edition mixed in with a traditional hard copy delivered 
through the post every other month. We will be testing the ability 
to create larger newsletters with more content while keeping 
membership costs down by avoiding the ever rising costs of printing 
and postage.
We wish all our members a happy and prosperous New Year.  I was 
up early on Boxing Day and out in the Magnette before 8 o’clock, 
heading to Romsey to bag my spot in the ever popular annual classic 
car meet.  (See page nine for images)
The main car park was just about a third full when I arrived, but I 
was not the first WMGOC member there, as I immediately spied 
Stuart Hughes and his 1955 TF.  We were not long after joined 
by Richard and Gillian Harcourt-Brown in their MGB roadster and 
throughout the morning I met no less than a dozen of our members, 
and apparently missed a few more as well.  The car parks filled up 
quickly and it wasn’t long before the “Full” signs were out as about 
600 cars and 200 bikes descended on the town. 
Organiser Steve Biddlecombe had to strictly enforce the qualifying 
dateline for entry, pre-1976 for cars and bikes and 1986 for ‘Yanks’ 
and Hot rods.  Despite well published rules there were still a few 
chancers in younger vehicles who had to be turned away, but 
considering there were also around 100 qualifying cars also turned 
away due to lack of space, the rules are understandable.  A few of 
these more ‘modern classics’ parked themselves in the town square 
making a small show of their own.  
There is always a fantastic mix of cars and it is always amazing to see 
the calibre of cars that sadly there is no room for.  How often would 
you find a light-weight E Type Jag searching for a patch of grass 
to park on?  Celebrity Chef James Martin attended again this year 
and with some assistance brought along his Ferrari Daytona, Ferrari 
275 (complete with legally suspect number plate) and his ex-Paddy 
Hopkirk works mini Cooper S.  Both arrival and departure bought 
some glorious sounds.  
By late morning the early arrivals began to depart leaving spaces 
that were immediately filled by new arrivals, many of them had been 
cruising around waiting for their chance.  To me, that is what makes 
Romsey different from other mainly static shows, as there is the 
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chance to see and hear the cars on the road.  It makes for some 
more interesting photo opportunities as well.  One of the many 
people I met was quite serious when they told me they thought the 
show was better than the recent NEC!  
As in previous years there was a charity fund raising element with 
collection tins dotted around and also the opportunity to donate 
on-line.  The Prostate Cancer charity was again the beneficiary and 
at the time of writing the amount collected had exceeded the 2014 
total and stood at £3,653.

Chat cont inued f rom page 3

Steve

Beaul ieu One Hundred
Octane Awards: For motoring enthusiasts, car collectors 
and supporters of the National Motor Museum at Beaulieu 

We’re getting ready for a trip to London to see ‘Jersey Boys’, when 
we see there is an opportunity to join the Beaulieu One Hundred 
table at the Octane Awards on the following evening – so now we’re 
packing evening dress as well!
Our taxi arrives outside the St Pancras Renaissance Hotel where it 
has to compete with a Lister ‘knobbly’ Jaguar, The Beast of Turin, a 
Brabham BT7, and a Bentley Speed Six as it drops us off .  These 
exciting cars give us a taste of the delights of the evening to follow.

The St Pancras Hotel is an amazingly extravagant piece of Victorian 
architecture and engineering which has been meticulously restored 
after 80 years of neglect and threats of demolition, so we arrive 
early to give us plenty of time to explore and appreciate the building.
Doug Hill and Ian Stanfield are up for ‘The Personal Achievement of 
the Year’ award for the work that Ian has done, under the direction 
of Doug, on the rebuilding of the Sunbeam Bluebird engine which 
culminated in the 90th anniversary run at Pendine in July this year.
At the Beaulieu table Doug and Ian are joined by Heather Reid and 
other Beaulieu One Hundred members. We enjoy a tasty meal with 
the wine flowing freely, all enhanced by the excellent company.
After a somewhat sombre review of the great and the good in 
Historic Motoring who passed away in 2015, which included Lord 
Montagu, Steve Rider was introduced to present the awards. His 
knowledge and love of motorsport was clear and he conducted the 
proceedings with ease and professionalism.
The big award – the Car of the Year – went to the incredible Fiat S76 
Beast of Turin. Its owner, Duncan Pittaway spent 10 years sourcing 
the original components and fabricating missing parts for this 28 litre 
monster. The Beast really is enormous and truly awe inspiring.
At the end of the evening we had the opportunity to admire 
the Beast of Turin again before I helped to push it back into its 
transporter. Great fun!
Then followed the presentations of the Awards:

Club of the Year : Benjafield’s Racing Club
Industry Supporter of the Year :  McPherson College Automotive 
Restoration Programme
Motoring Event of the Year : Chantilly Arts & Elegance Richard 
Mille
Motorsport Event of the Year : Rennsport Reunion
Museum or Collection of the Year :  Mercedes-Benz Museum

By now we were really on tenterhooks for the decision on the 
Personal Achievement of the Year. Unfortunately Doug and Ian were 
pipped at the post by Julius Thurgood who set up the ‘Academy’ to 
introduce more drivers to historic motoring through his Academy 
for racing A30 saloons. Bad luck Doug and Ian.
After the presentation of the remaining awards the final accolade 

by David Marklew
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Waltham Chase 
An e-mail from Colin Carter informed us all about the forth-coming 
car meet at Waltham Chase Village Hall car park. Whilst living in the 
village, we had not seen any info on the event and even Colin did not 
know about this until the last minute, hence his e-mail. 
We popped along mid morning after the fog had cleared to find a 
good selection. Model “T” Fords, Jaguars, BSA’s, Fiat, Rover, Wolseley, 
Austin, Morris, MG’s (including “The Beckenham Special”), Hillman 

Imps plus the a white Mini Moke from “The Prisoner” TV series signed 
by Patrick McGoohan, and even an early Mazda X5. All of these lovely 
cars are hidden in and around Waltham Chase as I have never seen 
them out on the road. This meet up is being looked at as a regular 
event, I recommend a visit when it is next on and I hope Colin will 
let us know.

Fiat S76 Beast of Turin. You can see it in action spitting fire and sparks 
at Goodwood here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsdWgmp4TaQ
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went to Dan Gurney who was give the Lifetime Achievement award. 
We saw the 84 year old American ace live on Skype from California. 
Dan Gurney is one of only three drivers to achieve wins in Grand Prix, 
Indy Car, NASCAR and World Sports Cars. What an achievement! 
Stirling Moss accepted the award on his behalf and after some typical 
Skype hiccups and glitches we heard Dan say “The modern world 
is nearly as good as the old world, and, as a member of the internal 
combustion age, I say hello, and thank you!”
All in all, an excellent evening!

By Peter & Karen  Cranstone

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bsdWgmp4TaQ


by Dave Tilbury
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 A caut ionar y Tale
Way back in November I was driving down a dark and rain-lashed 
street in Rugby when I was caught out by an invisible but humongous 
speed-hump. The back end of the ZT-T came down with a wallop 
and the exhaust took on a more raucous note. Probably the least 
said about my reaction the better but I was alone in the car.
I made it home without further incident, which was a bonus as 
I wasn’t dressed for road-side repairs in the pouring rain. The 
following day I searched the usual web sites for a replacement 
rear box. Supplied from the likes of Rimmer Brothers prices were 
coming out at around £350. A number of sites listed the part but 
had ‘out of stock’ against the required part.
Out of curiosity I thought I’d ask around the local exhaust fitting 
establishments. No reply from ATS. Wouldn’t go near Best Auto 
after they tried to rob me over an MoT test. (‘Bung us £25 and we’ll 
fix it for you’ – not that the lights were defective, the lamps had 
just been removed from the holders). I tried Kwik-fit with no great 
intention of going there. 
Surprise, surprise. The guy who answered the phone was very 
helpful, gave me a very good price and said “I can do that this 
afternoon.” A sudden change of mind swept over me.
Later that afternoon I watched as two blokes fought an exhaust 
system for close to an hour and thought how glad I was that I didn’t 
attempt that on the front drive, in the damp; cutting hands; getting 
dirt in my eyes, causing myself pain, cursing aloud ... etcetera.
The £217 cost of the job was a sensible saving, as was the fact that 
I didn’t suffer during the process.
If there is a down-side it is that the car now sounds a little ‘sportier’ 
than it did before, which is a shame as it was very quiet with the 
old rear box. 
So, 14 years old and 81k on the odometer and this was the first 
section of exhaust to be replaced. Who said British cars are rubbish?
Post Script: After a couple of months I am in a position to comment 
on this replacement part. It does make the car sound more ‘sporty’ –or 
louder, however you might view (hear...) it. Not actually sure that is a 
good thing on a lone journey.
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Romsey on Boxing Day 
A picture paints a farsand wurds. There follows a series of images 
submitted (mainly by our Secretary) recording Boxing Day in Romsey 
2015.

The B of 
Simon Voss 
followed by 
his A.
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Some of the 
lovely cars to 
be seen in 
Romsey on 
Boxing Day 
2015
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Christmas
(Thankfully over for another fleeting eight months)

Once again a jolly good evening was had by all thanks to 
Peter and Heather’s organisational skills. Thanks to you both.

Hank is the 
deserving 
winner of 
the cup for 
a decade of 
Cobweb Spin 
events. Here 
we see Hank 
lecturing on 
the structural 
integrity of 
the alloy 
from which 
the award is 
constructed. 

A couple of miserable old pensioners, 
Great Aunt & Grumpy, put on a show 
for the camera.
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Here is a ‘bloke’ to whom the club owes a great 
deal of thanks for  without him this newsletter 
would be devoid of content. Thanks Steve.

Janet & Andy are pictured above Linda and Bill. To all those not 
represented here, the editor apologises. The only images we have 
are those taken by Steve and myself and many of those are pretty 
duff...

14



1716

date Event
January 9th WMGOC Xmas Dinner

26th WMGOC Club night
February 21st Crotch cooler run arrives at Good Life Farm 

Shop Kings Worthy 10:00
23rd WMGOC Club night
26th Inter Club Quiz Challenge at The Plough, 

Itchen Abbas against Newbury & Basingstoke
March 13th Winchester MGOC Cobweb Spin

28th Vehicle meet & Autojumble Newbury 
Showground

29th WMGOC Club night
April 3rd Crotch Cooler

10th Brooklands MG Era
tba Daffodil Run passes through Stockbridge (pre 

1939)
10th Bournemouth CCOP (Classic Cars on the 

Prom) 1st meet of 2016
17th Arundel Castle gathering, Chichester MGOC
24th National “Drive it” Day – proposal for meet 

up with Taunton MGOC

26th WMGOC Club night run – volunteer 
required

May 1st Crotch Cooler
2nd Popham aero & auto Jumble, classic car rally 

& fly-in
tba Awbridge Fete & Car show
tba Basingstoke Festival of Transport
21st Sparsholt Celebration of Motor Vehicles and 

open day in aid of Macmillan Cancer

Events for 2016 date Event
May 22nd MGs in the Park, Stansted Park,

tba The Bill Targett Memorial Steam Rally- 
Highbridge Road Eastleigh SO50 6HN

28 & 
29th

Prescott - La Vie en Bleu

31st WMGOC Club night run – volunteer 
required

tba Lunchtime gathering of MGs at The Boot, 
Houghton

tba Bournemouth Wheels Festival
June 5th Crotch Cooler

5th Southampton & New Forest MGOC New 
Forest Run

tba Bishops Waltham show incl. classic car show 
& parade

23-26th Goodwood Festival of Speed
12th Run to Cranbury Park open day (Once home 

to Sir Isaac Newton)
28th WMGOC Club night run – Volunteer 

required
July 3rd Crotch Cooler

tba Club display at Cathedral
tba Alton Bus Rally & Car Show – Anstey Park
26th WMGOC Club night run – Volunteer 

required
August 7th Athelhampton gathering, Bournemouth & 

Poole MGOC
New Forest car show Braemore house
Simply Classics, Beaulieu
Club Picnic

30th WMGOC Club night run – Volunteer 
required

September Goodwood Revival
The Concorde Club classic & sports car show, 
Eastleigh

Always check before you travel – locations & times sometimes change



Images and articles to: dave.tilbury@me.com Please.
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date Event
September Doughnut Delight charity day – Beech Hill 

MG Garage (BMGOC)
18-21st MG Cricket St Thomas Regional event
25th MGCC SE MG gathering at Polesden Lacey, 

Dorking, Surrey, RH5 6BD. On site by 11am, 
pay on arrival, NT members £5, Non NT £10 
single / £15 inc 2 passengers

27th WMGOC Club night
October Thatcham classic car show, Dunstan Green, 

10am- 3pm, £5 donation per car
25th 25th WMGOC Club night

November 6th London to Brighton run.
NEC Classic Motor Show

29th MGOC Club night AGM
December 26th Romsey classic car & bike meet (pre 76

Draft 
Proposals

WMGOC Cathedral display

Gurston Down (Hill Climb) 
http://www.gurstondown.org/dates/
Flywheel festival Bicester July
Trip to Halfords Motor Museum
IOW trip D&B
Alton Crotch Cooler – 1st Sunday of month 
– GU34 4BH
Bournemouth Classic Cars on the Prom – 
Sundays (Behind BIC or at Christchurch Quay 
or Highcliffe Castle)
Classic Cars on the Quay – Shamrock Quay 
Soton – 3rd Sunday of month –SO14 5QL
Mudeford meet – 2nd Sunday of month – 
Mudeford Quay

Gurston Down and other competition dates 
will be entered next month.

http://www.gurstondown.org/dates/

