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As I write our Cobweb Spin at Hillier Gardens is only a few days
away. The last publicity emails and reminders have gone out and
the weather forecast looks reasonable. By now we will all know the
result and there will be a full repor t next month.
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Elsewhere in this edition you will find a repor t on our magnificent
victory at the Quiz night, but I won’t spoil it here by telling you
which Club won.
Our next inter club challenge is the “MG Drive” hosted by Newbury
in April. Our club night drives commence again in April and we
already have several of these runs being organised. Don’t forget to
check out our events calendar which has been filling up rapidly. We
have several new members who have joined us within the last year
and they will find that we are for tunate in having so many events
in our region, including those that are organised by neighbouring
MGOCs.
Locally we will be providing a small club display at the Kings Wor thy
fete in May and having a Sunday run to Cranbury Park open day
in June. In July we will hold an MG display in front of Winchester
Cathedral and are hoping to display again at Carfest South in August.

Steve

Cover,
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the image at
left –all from
Classics on the
Quay 21 Feb
2016

Winchester MGOC meet on the last Tuesday of the month at:
The King Charles, Lovedon Lane, King’s Worthy, SO23 7NU
NB. We are an active group and may sometimes meet at some far off pub, so
please check with the Secretary and join us. . . . somewhere.)
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Hap py B i r t h d ay
A belated Happy Birthday to Wil Wilkinson. Wil supplied an image of
his birthday cake taken in a Somerset pub. The editor advises against
such practices as the risk of having to share with
others who never share their cake with you is way
too high.

Thanks for explaining the word “many” to me,
it means a lot.

Tho u g h t s f ro m t h e pit
From Peter Cranstone

What is in a Club?
I have been involved in a sporting motorcycle club and running adult
race meetings from the age of 16. Later on I was Chairman, Editor
and Scrambles Secretary, all at the same time I may add within that
club. Further on in my career I ran a Sporting Body for a group of
major manufacturers which also had individual membership, some of
those raced or used the product for leisure or owned leisure facilities.
Within that role I had to manage events, obtain major sponsorship and
TV coverage for racing events at National and European level. On the
leisure side, I had to work with local and Government departments
regarding leisure use issue to the product being sold. So I have done
that and got the T-shirt and know what it is like doing a voluntary role
and a paid one. When joining the WMGOC I wanted to just enjoy
being a member, but as time has gone on I have seen the need to put
something back in and help the club.

being we all have an interest in the MG motor vehicle whether it be
old or new.The main function of this club I see since joining is for social
purpose and enjoyment of our cars. Events are run for its members
or other like-minded clubs, we exchange experiences of our travels,
events attended etc., to help our members to enjoy their MG to the
full. Another side to belonging comes in the form of assistance and/or
advice to those that need it from other members who have technical
knowledge or who have experienced issues with their vehicle.
No club would exist without people to take on responsibilities to
promote such purpose whether this be as a key person, an event
organiser or a helper/support to all things the club does. We should
also never forget the people that first set up their club and those
that took on the responsibility as a club moved on. Any previous club
member having stood down must allow the club to evolve and move
on to meet the needs of the time and its membership.
All these people taking on those roles do so in the interest and benefit
to the club and not for personal gain. Without such people giving up
their free time, clubs would not exist today as they do.
As with all clubs, to function a committee is formed to take on the
role of running of said club, set rules and regulations known as a
constitution for its members to abide by, having paid a membership
fee small or large. Our constitution is very brief: “Membership via
annual fee due in January of each year to cover two persons and car.
Said membership fee is used to finance the production of a newsletter
(hard copy or on-line) and purchase goods and services to ensure the
smooth running of the club for the benefit of its members.” Things
would be totally different if no membership fee was paid.

We all should at some point reflect when belonging to a club as to
why it exists. This is my reflection and thoughts on this subject.
The dictionary definition of the word club is “A group of people
organised for the common purpose; especially, a group that meets
regularly and to contribute for a joint or common purpose.”
We all have a common purpose belonging to the WMGOC and that
4
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By Peter & Karen Cranstone

Members of clubs have to accept that they agreed to that constitution
when joining that club, so if the committee or through consulting its
members a proposal is agreed, then all have to abide by it. A club
must also be continually reviewing its constitution to see if it meets
the needs of the club and its members.

Inte rclub Q uiz

I have seen and had it happen to me as to being abused by a member
not liking a proposal and I know of other clubs have it happening as
well. The bad news usually is the good club person leaves, but the
whinger stays. There are two sayings to those: “Don’t moan if you’re
not prepared to do it yourself or my favourite “Step Up or Shut Up”.
It should be noted here that usually the person who has moaned the
loudest, has only self- interest and not the club’s wellbeing at heart.
It’s becoming more so in life today and that’s a shame and could be
the downfall of a club.
The biggest issues all clubs suffer from are, no new members coming
into the club or new members coming into the club and not taking
on responsible roles at some point or the reluctance/resistance
to nurture members to take on those important roles or event
organisation in the future.
It is important for a club and its membership to be more open and
willing to change for them to survive into the future.
I think we are lucky to having a very willing club membership base who
step up to the mark for the club. We must not become complacent in
accepting those members doing these jobs, remember they may not
be getting any younger, don’t have the time to give or just feel obliged
to carry on for the sake of the club because they feel nobody else will
do it. In my opinion a club should never get to the last point I made
in putting a person in that position.
One would hope the WMGOC continues to be around for MG car
owners in the Winchester area, but we must all take that time and
think what, as an individual, I can do to help and benefit my club in
keeping a strong membership and move it forward for the future.
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Intelligence is like underwear. It is important that you have it, but not necessary
that you show it off.

Steve tells us that ...”Our February quiz night challenge held at The
Plough, Itchen Abbas, was a great success thanks to all the hard work
put in by our top-hatted quiz master, Peter Cranstone.
Winchester, Basingstoke and Newbury MGOCs each fielded
two teams of six who battled their way through ten rounds of
questions that included motoring, general knowledge, film and
picture quizzes.
The rounds came in quick succession and the limited amount of
time to complete each round certainly kept the pressure on.
The demanding schedule was kept to quite rigidly and at the
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C rot c h C oolers

appointed break time the food service was excellent with the set
menu Curry or Fishcakes served promptly almost like clockwork.
It was a Winchester team running under the name “Better late than
never” that took the trophy for highest team score of the evening.
Basingstoke won the cup awarded for the highest scoring club while
Newbury fared better on the raffle where Winchester didn’t get
much of a look in.
There were many prizes including a bottle of Prosecco, boxes of
chocolates and several cans of WD40. These were all displayed to
best advantage above the pub fireplace with each winner being invited
to come up and select the prize of their choice. Several wags were
heard to ask for the ‘big mirror’ and other pub fittings.

Words Neil Simpson, Images Steve Favell

1st Meeting for 2016

Andy Marsh writes: We had a good evening, everything
was well organised and the food was good, shame
we did not win overall but I think a good time was
had by all. Well done to Pete and the markers for the
organisation.

A new study found that people who take their coffee black
are more likely to exhibit psychopathic tendencies.
And, people who order a quad-shot, non-fat, vanilla soy, extra
foam, light whip with caramel drizzle are more likely to be
their victims
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Several members attended this meeting as advertised by WMGOC
Debbie had allowed Steve an hour off on this Sunday morning from
the Favell kitchen re-modelling project. He took this opportunity to
9

give his magnificent Magnette an outing but unfortunately Debbie
failed to find a plant to her liking at the right price! Not sure who won
but at least hope it was a draw!

HOWEVER, the find of the day at THE GOOD LIFE was the owner’s
Austin Healey Sprite that he keeps at the back of the shop deep into
the nursery! (Image of this rusty wreck is not available)

Compared to other Crotch Cooler meets the attendance was poor.
However, as always there was a great cross section. There were
Hot Rods and a new and up and coming motoring sector – Rat
Racers. My understanding of this motoring phenomenon is limited
but understand it is all about the mechanics but all cars must not
exhibit shiny bodywork or chrome bits i.e. no bling! Or is it just Goth
motoring?

Wags amongst the visiting Crotch Coolers reckoned that given a
couple of weekends and a bit of Tee Cut this could be put back on
the road.

The above was featured as part of the gender and was called Herbie’s
Evil Brother and is fitted with a Subaru engine generating some
310 BHP. Am sure that I will be disabused but not sure Beetles with
Porsche engines of the day could boast such muscle?
At the other end of the spectrum was a pretty and pristine Morris
1100 registered in Nottingham and sold from a franchise a few miles
from where I lived as a young boy.
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It was a good meet with gourmet Bacon, Sausage or Breakfast Doorstep
Sandwiches with choice of sauce and a menu of fancy coffee. Future
Crotch Coolers happen on Sunday afternoons once a month at the
Departure Lounge Alton and if 2015 events are anything to go by
these will be extremely eclectic and enjoyable.
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So, j u s t h ow f a r i s too far ?
(. . .fo r a t e s t - d r i ve )

Submitted by Richard Harcourt-Brown & Gill

A viewing duly passed with Jim meeting me at George Best airport in
the B, taking me for a half-hour test drive to his home in Groomsport
overlooking the Irish sea and after cream-cakes and an overall-clad
crawl around under the car, “Shall I put her up on the trolley jacks for
you?” the deal was struck and deposit paid… ‘JOF’ was ours.
10 days later Gill and I boarded the plane at Southampton and started
our 2 day road-trip adventure.
Jim and Paula collected us from the airport and as our ferry to
Liverpool wasn’t departing until 10pm, had point-blank refused to
leave us to our own devices, instead treating us to a tour of Belfast
city with the added perspective of its’ history and the troubles from a
(ahem) ‘civil servants’ perspective.
We tried not to gawp as we drove past the severely bombed
International Hotel Later, as Jim pointed out the spot from which an
RPG had been fired at the police station when a car drew to a halt
and its’ hooded passenger stepped out on the busy street and opened
fire, we tried even harder to look like we travelled here every day. We
drove onto the Falls Road before heading out of the city taking in the
imposing ‘Stormont’ as we did so.

In our case it transpired to be quite a long way and took us to the
beauty of the Ards Peninsula and the Mountains of Mourne, contrasted
with the Falls Road, the dubiously honoured ‘most bombed’ hotel
in Europe (possibly worldwide) and the grey of a dock lit by some
golden birds – some names have been changed in this story.
‘1972 MGB Roadster, Tartan Red’… the rest of the advert read like a
Who’s Who of the most popular B upgrades and whetted my appetite
to see the car, a quick check on the STD dialling code said ‘Bangor’ and
mapping said ‘North Wales’ just turn left at Liverpool.
Okay, it’s a bit of a drive but for the right car at the right price I quite
fancied a day out so rang and confirmed the car was still available,
would he hold it for me as I was going to be driving a fair way to
North Wales?... “Ahem, you do know we’re not in Wales don’t you”
Jim’s soft Irish burr should have clued me in to the next bit; “we’re
in Belfast”. Pregnant pause whilst I rapidly consider and then, and it
seems I must have said this out loud, “Ok, well it’s not inconceivable…”
because the next thing..!!
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Apparently the flying of flags has been outlawed but it was clear the
residents of Belfast held strong their identity from both perspectives.
The predominance of the Union flag in one area would be equally
spoken by the Tricolor in another, definitely glad to be escorted. We
felt strangely like innocents abroad.
We were generously treated to a tour along the coast-road of the
Ards peninsula and took lunch with a view of the Mountains of
Mourne, capped in cloud with their feet in clear air they stepped
straight from the Lord of The Rings into the waters of the Irish sea.
The Irish leg of our road-trip ended with the pleasure of taking to the
roads in JOF as we headed into the gathering dusk of Groomsport,
laden with a boot-full of spares and history as Jim (literally) shed a
tear waving us off.

And in t he Blue C orner
O bit uar y
Sad news – we have just learned that Stan Jones, the Inventor of
Predictive Text, died last week.
His Funfair will be held next Monkey.
Stan drowned and his friends clubbed together with the intention of
buying a wreath made in the likeness of a life-belt. His close friend,
Bob, said “It is what he would have wanted.”

A calm Irish sea gave us a peaceful crossing to ‘scally-land’ as we
docked in the grey light of the early September morning, the ‘Liver’
buildings’ golden birds slipping past on the east bank as we pondered
the wisdom of our first ‘cold’ start being on the car-deck of a busy
ferry.

New Members

All was well however and the long drive home quickly started to
provide a list of jobs to be tackled, no charging light, a heater valve
which couldn’t be shut meaning we slowly roasted on the motorway,
wheel balance trying to shake our teeth loose over 60MPH, a screenwash pump which wouldn’t pick up water forcing a stop for a bottle
of Evian to clear the occasional damp road lorry spray – did this
herald JOF having expensive tastes?
We arrived home after 30 hours travelling having flown 400, ferried
200 and driven approx. 260 road miles in which, minor niggles
aside, the B hadn’t missed a beat… it was just us who were
knackered but definitely smiling!

Next instalment; Really, a battery
switch?, This is a road car you know!
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Peter Cranstone tells us that Karen “ ...wanted a weekend away in
somewhere old and quirky so I bought the 1967 MGB GT.
Were did I go wrong?” Peter asks.
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Events for 2016
Always check before you travel – locations & times sometimes change

March

April

date
13th
28th
29th
3rd
10th
tba
10th
17th
24th

26th
May

1st
2nd
tba
tba
21st

May

22nd
tba
28 &
29th
31st

Event
Winchester MGOC Cobweb Spin
Vehicle meet & Autojumble Newbury
Showground
WMGOC Club night
Crotch Cooler
Brooklands MG Era
Daffodil Run passes through Stockbridge (pre
1939)
Bournemouth CCOP (Classic Cars on the
Prom) 1st meet of 2016
Arundel Castle gathering, Chichester MGOC
National “Drive it” Day – proposal for meet
up with Taunton MGOC
WMGOC Club night run – volunteer
required
Crotch Cooler
Popham aero & auto Jumble, classic car rally
& fly-in
Awbridge Fete & Car show
Basingstoke Festival of Transport
Sparsholt Celebration of Motor Vehicles and
open day in aid of Macmillan Cancer
MGs in the Park, Stansted Park,
The Bill Targett Memorial Steam RallyHighbridge Road Eastleigh SO50 6HN
Prescott - La Vie en Bleu
WMGOC Club night run – volunteer
required
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date
tba

Event
Lunchtime gathering of MGs at The Boot,
Houghton
tba
Bournemouth Wheels Festival
June
5th
Crotch Cooler
5th
Southampton & New Forest MGOC New
Forest Run
tba
Bishops Waltham show incl. classic car show
& parade
23-26th Goodwood Festival of Speed
12th
Run to Cranbury Park open day (Once home
to Sir Isaac Newton)
28th
WMGOC Club night run – Volunteer
required
July
3rd
Crotch Cooler
tba
Club display at Cathedral
tba
Alton Bus Rally & Car Show – Anstey Park
26th
WMGOC Club night run – Volunteer
required
August
7th
Athelhampton gathering, Bournemouth &
Poole MGOC
New Forest car show Braemore house
Simply Classics, Beaulieu
Club Picnic
30th
WMGOC Club night run – Volunteer
required
September
Goodwood Revival
The Concorde Club classic & sports car show,
Eastleigh
September
Doughnut Delight charity day – Beech Hill
MG Garage (BMGOC)
18-21st MG Cricket St Thomas Regional event
25th
MGCC SE MG gathering at Polesden Lacey,
Dorking, Surrey, RH5 6BD. On site by 11am,
pay on arrival, NT members £5, Non NT £10
single / £15 inc 2 passengers
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date
27th
October

November

25th
6th

December

29th
26th

Draft
Proposals

Event
WMGOC Club night
Thatcham classic car show, Dunstan Green,
10am- 3pm, £5 donation per car
25th WMGOC Club night
London to Brighton run.
NEC Classic Motor Show
MGOC Club night AGM
Romsey classic car & bike meet (pre 76)
WMGOC Cathedral display
Gurston Down (Hill Climb)
http://www.gurstondown.org/dates/
Flywheel festival Bicester July
Trip to Halfords Motor Museum
IOW trip D&B
Alton Crotch Cooler – 1st Sunday of month
– GU34 4BH
Bournemouth Classic Cars on the Prom –
Sundays (Behind BIC or at Christchurch Quay
or Highcliffe Castle)
Classic Cars on the Quay – Shamrock Quay
Soton – 3rd Sunday of month –SO14 5QL
Mudeford meet – 2nd Sunday of month –
Mudeford Quay
Gurston Down and other competition dates
will be entered next month.

Images and articles to: dave.tilbury@me.com Please.
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