W inc hest er

MG Ow n e r s C l u b

May 2016 www.winchestermgoc.co.uk

Winchester MGOC
www.winchestermgoc.co.uk

Your Committee

Secretary

Steve Favell

stevenfavell@btinternet.com

Treasurer

Clyde Cunningham clyde.cunningham@btinternet.com

Programme

Steve Favell

stevenfavell@btinternet.com

Programme

Andy Young

andrewyoung2@ntlworld.com

Regalia

Niall Fitzgerald

Nbritfitzy@aol.com

Cobweb Spin Hank Dawson

allanahjane@btinternet.com

Newsletter

dave.tilbury@me.com

Dave Tilbury

Contents:

Page
Chat

3

WIlliams Factory Visit

4

Care-Home Challenge

6

MG Rescue

9

Arundel

10

Drive It Day

12

Pet’s Corner

16

Crotch Cooler

18

Club Run

19

Shamrock Quay

20

Events

22

Winchester MGOC meet on the last Tuesday of the month at:
The King Charles, Lovedon Lane, King’s Worthy, SO23 7NU
NB. We are an active group and may sometimes meet at some far off pub, so
please check with the Secretary and join us. . . . somewhere.)
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April was a busy month with plenty of events to attend. We did
reasonably well in the ‘MG Drive’ against Newbury and Basingstoke
coming in at a creditable second place. We certainly did well to
follow the complex and ever varying rules (most of the time) and
it was a surprise to discover just how competitive rolling a dice can
be. Woe betide anyone who spent a fraction of a second too long
shaking or even worse managed to lose the dice on the floor. Speed
was the key. It was amazing that having taken so long to throw a six,
or any other number that was needed, subsequent throws would
produce the same number over and over again when not needed.
Such is life. It was an enjoyable evening, well organised and arranged
to ensure a good mixing of contestants. Individual round winners
proudly wore their ‘medals’ and there were trophies for the winning
team (Basingstoke) and individual highest scorers.

Chat

Several members made it along to the Arundel Castle picnic which
once again managed to enjoy the best weather of what had otherwise
been a variable month.
The Shamrock Quay BBQ held on the same day saw a good turn-out
of all types and seems to be well on the way to establishing itself as
a regular venue in much the same way as the Alton ‘Crotch Cooler’.
David & Barbara Marklew once again very kindly arranged a club run
for National Drive-it Day. Eleven cars meet at Stockbridge for a run
down to East Knoyle in Wiltshire via the Nadder Valley. Lunch was
booked at the Fox and Hounds where we met up with a contingent
of the Taunton MGOC that included Wil Wilkinson, a long standing
WMGOC member who relocated to Somerset last year. Some took
the opportunity to visit Stourhead House and Gardens and even climb
the King Alfred Tower for impressive views across the Blackmore Vale.
Our May club night will feature Mike Lane’s annual
Steeple Chase with a route taking in many of our
local village churches. Don’t forget to review our
calendar for plenty of other events to get involved
in. Finally, a welcome to our newest members
Mike & Helen Mitchard who own a lovely MGC
GT that some might have seen featured in the
service guide in the April edition of Practical
classics.
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Wil l i a m s F a c t o r y V isit

Submitted by David Marklew

Deep in rural Oxfordshire lies a large factory complex employing
over 600 people dedicated to producing just four racing cars per year.

red? Yes in 1998/9 the cars sponsored by Winfield cigarettes might
even be mistaken for Ferraris. A surprising exhibit is the six wheel car
of 1979. Everybody remembers the six wheel Tyrell which raced in
1977 but not many knew of the six wheeled Williams FW07 of 1979
which never raced in anger. Caught by a rule change, it was said to
be much faster than its four wheel sibling. Our two guides had many
stories to tell of the famous Williams designers, drivers and races
and several videos showed incidents and victories. In the far corner
of the museum was a small workshop where the original 1983 MG
Metro 6R4 prototype was awaiting restoration. Originally developed
by Williams, this car had been languishing outside at Gaydon for some
time but now some of the Williams people originally involved in its
design and construction are preparing to restore it.
A short walk through the manicured grounds took us to the main F1
factory where our guide was Frank Williams’ son Jonathan. Starting
in the machine shop where highly complex parts are machined by
massive machine tools from solid billets of aluminium and steel, we
moved on to the chassis shop where parts are prepared and moulded
in carbon fibre composite and baked in one of three huge autoclave
ovens. Finally we watched the assembly of the front wing of the latest
FW38. The first complete 2016 FW 38 car was in final assembly prior
to testing at Barcelona the following week. Suffice to say we were not
permitted to see it!

This is Williams Grand Prix Engineering, recently visited by a group from
the National Motor Museum. Williams is one of the most successful
British Grand Prix teams and they are very proud of its heritage. The
tour started in their corridor of fame lined with photographs of the
founders, Frank Williams and Patrick Head, and the seven Williams
champion drivers, Alan Jones, Keke Rosberg, Nelson Piquet, Nigel
Mansell, Alain Prost, Jaques Villeneuve and Damon Hill. The company
has also won nine Constructors Championships – more than McLaren
and second only to Ferarri!
Moving on into the Williams Heritage collection, over 40 grand prix
cars are on show spanning every year of the company’s racing up to
2013, beautifully displayed we were reminded of all the iconic Williams
liveries including: Leyland, Saudi, Denim, Rothmans, Winfield, Compaq,
Hewlett Packard, RBS and Phillips. Williams F1 cars mostly had a
white background to their livery, but were any Williams cars ever
4
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The Editor received only images of this event, the best are reproduced
here. A lack of further information left our Editor to surmise that this
was an event in a care home, which we feel the photographer has
perfectly captured in his/her images.
However we subsequently learn that this was a splendid evening with
plenty of laughs despite the ‘retirement home’ backdrop.
So, thanks Newbury, well done Basingstoke and a grand job Alan.
Enjoyed by all although I still have no idea who won.

MG O C C a re - h o m e Challenge

Over page: This month’s ‘Caption Competition’. A suggestion to start
you off. “The evening promised to liven up once all the car keys were
thrown into the bucket...”
Not wishing to cause offence we have not included the best
suggestions!

“No. No. He’s
taking the piston...”
Members of staff discuss who might be next for the Liverpool Pathway

Little Johnny and his family were having Sunday dinner at his
Grandmother’s house. Everyone was seated around the table as the
food was being served. When Little Johnny received his plate, he
started eating right away.
“Johnny! Please wait until we say our prayer,” said his mother.
“I don’t need to,” the boy replied. “Of course, you do,” his mother
insisted. “We always say a prayer before eating at our house.”

Yes, Karen
takes the
biscuit...
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“That’s at our house.” Johnny explained. “But this is Grandma’s house
and she knows how to cook!”
7
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We have friends living in Powys who are active motorists with an
interesting garage. One vehicle in regularly use is a 1928 Lea Francis
12/40 P-type coupé-cabriolet, as pictured above. Back in April they
were expected to call in as they headed toward the ferry terminal at
Portsmouth.
Mid afternoon I received a ‘phone call. I knew it must be important
as their mobile is rarely switched on. “We’ve broken down near
Stockbridge... the end has dropped off the float chamber needlevalve... Have you got a spare?”
A few questions established that they were actually on the Ashley
Road and so after a quick scrabble around the garage I headed over
to them wondering if a part from a 1979 MG would work on a 1928
Lea Francis.
In a matter of minutes the replacement needle-valve was fitted
(things were so much simpler in the 1920s) and the P-Type fired up.
I followed them back to Eastleigh from whence they journeyed on to
Portsmouth. Three weeks later they called in again on their way home.
This 1928 motor car had covered well over 4000 km (no speedo so
no accurate distance reading). They had entered a rally that covered
1,500 km (oldest car but first in class) then drove on down to stay
with mutual friends in Velanne before a leisurely return.
So, remarkable as it seems SU carburetter components changed little
in over fifty years, if not longer.
dt
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Submitted by Keith Stone

More images from Tony Blackmoor

Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
Thou art more lovely and more temperate:
Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May,
And summer’s lease hath all too short a date: (yes, those three days in April were probably it...).

Aru n d e l M e e t

A lovely sunny day as usual for the Sussex MGOC event but only a small showing
from the Winchester club. From memory Tony & Sally, David & Barbara, Peter &
Heather, Alan & Sally and Saul Duck. We were all together for our picnic lunch.
The Duke of Norfolk enquired if we had enjoyed our day and apologised for the
lack of field space available –there being one of the usual areas closed due to soft
ground conditions.
Lesley and I went into town for coffee and visited a few antique shops !!
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D r i ve I t D ay
The concept behind the Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs
Drive It Day is a means to raise the profile of the classic car whilst
highlighting both the social and economic value of owning and running
a piece of automotive history.
David & Barbara Marklew organised a drive from the White Hart
in Stockbridge, to East Knoyle which is over near Warminster. We
left Stockbridge on the A30, heading toward Salisbury before cutting
across to Old Sarum from where a Roman Road crosses the A30
(you can see the raised causeway to the south). From Old Sarum
we were guided on to Wilton via back ways where we regained the
A30. A right turn at Barford St Martin and on to Hindon where we
dropped down to East Knoyle.
The roads were remarkably empty, spotting just one ‘classic’ between
Stockbridge and the lunch stop. As luck would have it the most traffic
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we encountered was on the steep hill out of East Knoyle up to The
Green where our lunch (and the Somerset MGOC) awaited in the
Fox & Hounds.
Many & various were the ways home. We had a wander around
Hindon, a drive by the lakes at Fonthill Park before tea at Tisbury.
Here we had tea and cake.

Pet ’s c o r n e r

Submitted by Steve

There are some things that are great levellers and can act as common
ground. Dogs are one example and cars another. Any dog owner will
tell you that the only people you meet when it is pouring down with
rain are other dog walkers. However the positive side of ownership
is that it forces you to get out and about. Apart from the exercise
it gives, you see things and end up in places you otherwise wouldn’t
normally wander. I have come across old cars abandoned in hedges
and other unlikely places, but at least one daughter thinks it is just my
excuse for being a ‘nosey parker’. Surely not?

leaflets and then invited me into the house while he dug one out. Billy
was most welcome too!

A few weeks ago I wandered with “Billy” along a road I would
otherwise rarely travel. An older gent in his 80s came out from his
house and started tinkering with something on a very nice classic car.
I recognised it as a Bristol and complimented him on its condition. I
also mentioned that in my days working for B.A.E. I had visited Filton
where they were made.

The discussion turned to his interest in British Industry and the
reasons for its decline, a subject he is very passionate about. We got

Photographs of his Father’s aircraft hung on the walls, including
Westland and De Havilland types and the Portsmouth Aviation
Aerocar. His printed flyer gave details of the other books he has
authored, including ‘Bristol Cars’ published by Haynes and ‘Spithead
Express’ about Portsmouth Aviation. His latest autobiographical work
“Learning from difference” is available from P&G Wells bookshop in
College Street.

A similar Hotchkiss at Prescott, La Vie en Bleu. This year 28, 29 May.

onto electronics and the subject turned to a problem he was having
with another car.

In the ensuing conversation I discovered that it had done 240,000
miles, mostly fuelled by LPG. The Filton aircraft connection also
prompted him to tell me about his Father who had been associated
with Portsmouth airport, the Portsmouth Aviation company and the
air ferry service to Ryde. I mentioned my MGs and he was interested
to hear about my Magnette.
He asked if I might have read his book on the subject? It turned out
that he had worked with Magnette designer Gerald Palmer on his
autobiography ‘Auto Architect’. He asked if I would like one of his
16

He opened the garage to reveal a pre-war Hotchkiss with a
troublesome fuel gauge that permanently read ‘full’. This resulted in a
large wooden dipstick needing to be carried to measure the fuel tank
contents. We theorized over possible causes. Throughout all of this
Billy sat patiently and diligently scanned the horizon, no doubt hoping
to spot a cat to chase. Our dog walk took longer than planned.
“Where did you pair get to?” said Debbie on our return. “Well you
wouldn’t be able to guess” I said…
http://christopherbalfour.co.uk/index.php
“If I had a pound for every girl that found me
unattractive, they would eventually find me attractive.”
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C rotch Cooler Ru n

Club
Club Run
Run to
to The
The Plough
Plough

Our April club night run saw a dozen cars do a grand job of
dodging the rain showers to end up at the Plough in Itchen
Abbas where our pre-ordered meals were awaiting and
promptly served.

The April Crotch Cooler run saw in 220 cars gathered at The Departure Lounge
Café just outside Alton. The Cooler meets are held on the first Sunday of the month.
Free entry and a relaxed atmosphere. Steve met up with six other WMGOC
members there. Anyone fancy organising a run?
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And F i n a l ly. . .

Shamrock Quay

Some pictures from Shamrock Quay in April. 169 cars, bikes and even
Fire Engines turned up for BBQ on the Quay, which marked the switch
over from a monthly breakfast to evening meeting for the summer. It
was officially opened by the Mayor of Southampton and featured live
music and food from ‘Yellow Welly’ Burgers. The waterfront bar was
unfortunately closed as it was in process of changing hands, but the
‘Quay 15’ bar was open and serving. As usual a really eclectic mix
ranging from a Ford Model T through to some really wild Chopper
bikes. The event was so well attended that parking spilled over into
the boat-yard itself.
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Events for 2016
Always check before you travel – locations & times sometimes change
May
14th

14-15th Bill Targett Memorial Steam Rally- Highbridge Road Eastleigh

15th

Classic Cars on the Prom (CCOTP) Christchurch Quay

!!!

Awbridge Fete & Car show – Cancelled for 2016 !!

21st

Sparsholt Celebration of Motor Vehicles & open day in aid of Macmillan 		
Cancer

22nd

MGs in the Park, Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle

22nd

CCOTP Highcliffe Castle

28th

Prescott - La Vie en Bleu 28-29th

30th

Kings Worthy Parish Fete – WMGOC display

30th

Winchester City Football Ground – Classic Car & Bike breakfast 8-12noon

30th

Classics in the Park, Poole Park, Dorset Midget & Sprite Club - £7 at 10am

31st

WMGOC Club night run – Mike Lane’s Annual Steeplechase Run
21

June

Dorking, Surrey, RH5 6BD

3rd

Bournemouth Wheels Festival 3-5th

4th

4th/5th MG Live at Silverstone

5th

Crotch Cooler

27th

5th

Southampton & New Forest MGOC New Forest Run

October

5th

CCOTP Highcliffe Castle

11th

Bishops Waltham show incl. classic car show & parade

12th

WMGOC run to Cranbury Park open day

18th

Beaulieu Simply classics

26th

CCOTP Christchurch Quay

28th

WMGOC Club night. Rosemary Shepperd. The Dove		
Micheldever

July

On site by 11am, pay on arrival, NT members £5, Non NT
£10 single / £15 + 2 passengers
WMGOC Club night

TBA

Thatcham classic car show, Dunstan Green, 10am- 3pm, £5
donation per car

25th

WMGOC Club night

November
6th

London to Brighton Run

TBA

NEC Classic Motor Show

29th

MGOC Club night AGM

December

2nd

Blackmore Vale Revival

3rd

Crotch Cooler

3rd

CCOTP Highcliffe Castle

9th

Club display at Cathedral

17th

Alton Bus Rally & Car Show – Anstey Park

26th

WMGOC Club night run – Colin & Jenny Carter

29th

Silverstone Classic 29th – 31st

26th

Romsey classic car & bike meet (pre 76)

Regular local events

August
7th

Athelhampton gathering, Bournemouth & Poole MGOC

21st

CCOTP Christchurch Quay

30th

WMGOC Club night run. Dave Tilbury.

September
10th

10/11/12th Goodwood Revival

TBA

The Concorde Club classic & sports car show, Eastleigh

16th

16/17/18th WMGOC Isle of Wight weekend

TBA

MG Cricket St Thomas Regional event

25th

MGCC SE MG gathering at Polesden Lacey, (NT) near 		
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Alton Crotch Cooler – 1st Sunday of month – GU34 4BH
CCOTP Bournemouth Classic Cars on the Prom – Sundays (Behind
BIC or at Christchurch Quay or Highcliffe Castle)
Classic Cars on the Quay – Shamrock Quay Southampton – 3rd
Sunday of month –SO14 5QL
Bring it to the Bargate – weekly classic car meet at the Bargate
Southampton Wednesdays 6pm – 9pm
White Lion Antiques meet – Hartley Wintney – Note - No longer
running due to car park redevelopment
Mudeford meet – 2nd Sunday of month – Mudeford Quay
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