W inc hest er

MG Ow n e r s C l u b

September 2015 www.winchestermgoc.co.uk

Winchester MGOC
www.winchestermgoc.co.uk

Your Committee
Secretary

Steve Favell

stevenfavell@btinternet.com

Treasurer

Clyde Cunningham clyde.cunningham@btinternet.com

Programme

Steve Favell

stevenfavell@btinternet.com

Programme

Andy Young

andrewyoung2@ntlworld.com

Regalia

Niall Fitzgerald

Nbritfitzy@aol.com

Cobweb Spin Hank Dawson

allanahjane@btinternet.com

Newsletter

dave.tilbury@me.com

Dave Tilbury

Contents:			

Page

Chat		

3

Cwm to Coast		

4

MGF 20 years		

5

A New Club Car		

7

Athlehampton		

7

Gallery – images from August		

8

Events		

13

(Gallery images of Rosie’s Run, Athelhampton and the new MG Defence,
plus several more, all in the online edition)

Our August run took us to The Dove Inn at Micheldever Station
heading out through the north of our area on roads unfamiliar to
many of us. It is not easy to find new routes, but Rosie Shepperd
managed to find something different. We were warmly welcomed by
the Landlord who had our advance order well organised. Bill Boyes
had the ‘lucky ticket’ handed out at the start of the run that resulted
in him winning a box of car cleaning goodies.
The gathering at Athelhampton House was well attended and we
were especially privileged to be allocated parking on the front lawn
this year, which was very much appreciated.
Congratulations are due to WMGOC club member Stuart Hughes
after his 1955 MGTF was selected as ‘Car of the Show’ at the
Hampshire Classic Car show held at Braemore House in the New
Forest. With over 800 cars of all types in attendance it really takes
that extra something to catch the eye of the judges. Well done Stuart
for helping to fly the flag for Winchester.
Five cars attended the BBC2 ‘Carfest’ at Laverstoke Park and a great
time was had by all. The rain turned up later and patchier than forecast
and there were some tricky moments getting in and out, with wheels
spinning in the mud. We were there before 8am and most were still
partying at 11pm, if a little damp. The Duck’s YT was last to leave
around midnight and reputedly saw off a few Porsches as it tackled
the mud with ease.
The Magnette re-wire is now all but complete with just the interior
light left to sort. Unfortunately the driver’s door lock decided to
jam shut requiring the window to come out along with most of the
trim before I managed to ‘spring’ the lock after several hours fiddling
with a steel rule pushed into the mechanism. My elation was short
lived as within 5 minutes I absent mindedly slammed it shut again!
“Oh Bother” was what I think I said. Luckily the Beaulieu Autojumble
turned me up some spare parts to fix it. The saga continues. In
the meantime look out for Paul Rutherford’s MGA featuring in the
caption competition in the next issue of Enjoying MG.

Steve

Winchester MGOC meet on the last Tuesday of the month at:
The King Charles, Lovedon Lane, King’s Worthy, SO23 7NU
NB. We are an active group and may sometimes meet at some far off pub,
so please check with the Secretary and join us. . . . somewhere.)
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Cwm t o C o a s t R u n

By Mike Lane

thanked the Bridgend MGOC run organisers for their efforts in
providing an excellent run and good weather.
We then all enjoyed a late Sunday lunch prior to departing for home.
In fact, Jackie and I had to travel home via Birmingham as we had to
attend a family meeting. We drove across country through the Brecon
Beacons and the RV8, with hood down in fine sunshine, really proved
to be a fast and comfortable tourer. Exactly what it was designed for.

10 cars from Winchester took part in the Bridgend MG Owners Club
event during June and the route took us through the stunning scenery
of the South Wales Vales and Valleys in the company of many local and
visiting members.
We initially met at the beautiful town of Tintern Parva next to the
Tintern Abbey remains and you can see how large the abbey is by
clicking on to this link: www.castlewales.com/tintern.html
During the run, Jackie and I had the chance
to visit a medieval village at Cosmeston
where each building now stands on
its original site and is being used,
wherever possible, for its original
purpose. It must have been a very
hard life then.
The run finished at the
Grove Golf Club, Porthcawl
and I think that Niall, who
organised our participation
in this run, must have taken
a longer route, together with
other Winchester cars and
missed the many scheduled
presentations at the end of
the run. So Mike Sullivan
and I accepted the Welsh
Dragon Glass award on
behalf of the WMGOC for
the largest visiting club group
attending, just beating off
the Bournemouth and Pool
MGOC crowd and I duly
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MGF 20 celebration
On Saturday 1st August Karen and I set off for The Heritage Motor
Museum at Gaydon for the MGF 20 celebration – 1995 to 2005.
On our way up we saw no other MG’s until we were almost at
junction 12 on the M40. Guess what, it was another MGTF Spark in
Sonic blue, the same as ours!
It should be noted here that we did not see any indication that such
an event was taking place at the Heritage Centre until we were
almost at the centre entrance. One for the organisers to think about
for the future.
Cars that had pre booked tickets were grouped into colours around
the car parking area in front of the Museum.
There were 378 UK, 13 German, 6 French, 3 Belgium, 1 Dutch, 1
Danish, 1 Luxemburg and 1 Japanese participants who had prebooked and attended. We paid £20 on the day for the car which
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By Peter & Karen Cranstone

An New MG in the Club

gave one car member a free entry into the museum and were parked
on the grassy bank overlooking the site.

Keith Stone writes: Here is a short history of our GT V8 . Finished
in Damask red with black trim this is a manual with overdrive .
Dispatched from British Leyland on 7th Dec 1973 . The previous
owner had the car for 25 years but had not used it for the last ten
due to ill health . On his death last year the car was recommissioned
and a great deal of work has been done on it since . In fact the work
is still on going ! (But that is another story... Ed.)
Lesley’s new
toy. Keith’s
new money
pit...

Whilst is was great to see so many MGFs and TFs in the various shades
of their grouped colours, there were limited trade stands and things
to do and see at this event. The saving grace was the museum, which
we spent more than 3 hours in. Had not been for this we would have
gone off some where else for the day. Whilst roaming the museum we
bumped into a couple from Basingstoke club who live in Four Marks
and are also members of Winchester. We did not recognise any MGF/
TFs from Winchester club. Were we the only ones who went?

Athelhampton 2015
Finally we spotted an advert for a big MG event to be held at Le
Touquet, France from 8th to 12th June next year for up to 350 cars.
There will be 5 rallies to choose from, chance to drive on Abbeville
race circuit, gala dinner etc. We are thinking of going, any one else
interested?
Will Calais be sorted by then? We will have to watch this space!

Back near the beginning of August, too long ago now for me to be
precise about date, a dozen WMGOC cars lined upon the lawn in
front of Athelhampton house, including one of our most distant
members, Wil Wilkinson who had driven down from Chard.
If you’ve not been, then it is to be recommended, maybe schedule it
in next year’s calender. The gardens are neat, in the ‘cool’ sense. The
house, dating from 1485, is a jewel that is fortunate to have survived
its chequered history.
Marevna’s art, displayed in the attic, is another draw and if you turn
back to Steve’s Chat on page 3, it looks like he approves.
(Images in the online version)
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WM G O C G a l l e r y S ection
Peter and
Karen testing
the MG
Defence
model

Ath e l h a m p t o n 2 0 1 5
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Rosie’s ‘Ellis Run’ to the Dove
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Your editor
snapped this
little beauty
at a meet
in Bucknel,
which is
probably just
in England

Events for 2015
Sept

13

Mudeford Quay meet

18

MG Cricket St Thomas Regional event 18th
– 21st
CCOTP at Christchurch Quay
Doughnut Delight charity day – Beech Hill
MG Garage (BMGOC)
WMGOC Club night and the KC
Thatcham classic car show, Dunstan Green,
10am- 3pm, £5 donation per car
WMGOC Club night
London to Brighton Run
NEC Classic Motor Show
WMGOC Club night AGM

20
27

Oct

Nov

29
10
27
1
13
24

Age alone
does not
make
you more
sensible...
5 litre V8 in
a plastic car.
What’s not to
like? Ed.
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Images and articles to: dave.tilbury@me.com Please.
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