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We had good a good selection of cars and sunshine for our Sunday
run to the open day at Cranbury Park but things conspired against
us for the June club night run where we had the lowest number I can
recall turning up for the run. It was the 17th ‘Steeplechase’ that Mike
Lane had organised and it was already agreed that this would be the
final run in his series, making the low turn-out doubly disappointing.
Not wishing Mike to bow out on a low we will probably have a second
bite at the cherry and stage the run again for our July club night, so
watch this space and please come along and support it if you can
(whatever car you bring!) and let’s give a proper thank you for all the
hard work that Mike has put in over the years.
July looks to be relatively quiet event-wise although there is a burst of
activity mid-month following our MG display at Hillier Gardens open
day, which is now fully booked.
Sunday 16th offers the choice of CCOTP at Christchurch Quay, the
Broughton Pageant of Motoring or the Alton Bus Rally at Anstey Park,
all of which look excellent. In August some of us are going on a factory
tour at the British Motor Heritage plant in Oxfordshire where we
hope to see Steve Penkethman’s new MGB shell being manufactured
as part of their latest production batch.
Our display cars are now booked in for the August BBC Radio 2
Carfest at Laverstoke Park and looking ahead further to September
we are putting on a display of MGs outside the Cathedral as part of
the National Heritage Open Day’s weekend. Let me know if you wish
to take part, details can be found at https://www.heritageopendays.
org.uk/visiting .
We still need a volunteer to organise our August club night run, so if
you can take this on please let me know.

Steve

Winchester MGOC meet on the last Tuesday of the month at:
The Plough, Itchen Abbas, Nr Winchester, SO21 1BQ
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New c o n s t i t u t i o n
As mentioned in the previous newsletter the committee have produced a ‘constitution’
for the club. We reproduce it below for your information and approval.Your comments
to the secretary, please.
Name: The name of the Club is:
Winchester MG Owners Club
The abbreviation ‘WMGOC’ may be used, with variations to be used as required as
for use as a URL or on social media.
WMGOC subscribers may use the name and any associated logos to further the aims
and objectives of the WMGOC insofar as such use does not bring the WMGOC into
disrepute.
Aims and objectives
The club shall be a non-profit making organisation that aims to promote the use,
enjoyment and conservation of MG cars both old and new irrespective of ownership.
The club will organise social meetings, gatherings, events and work with partners (clubs,
suppliers, etc.) for the benefit of WMGOC members including (but not exclusively)
the MG Owners Club. The activities and organisations listed are not intended to be
exhaustive.
Membership

is deemed necessary to cover the tasks faced by the WMGOC plus a member
representative. All posts will be held via election at the AGM with names and contact
details of elected Officers being published in the newsletter. The Committee will
be responsible for the day to day running of the WMGOC. Significant and financial
decisions will require a majority vote at a quorate meeting. For any committee meeting
to be quorate there shall be at least 66% of the committee present. Committee
meetings will be held no less frequently than every three months but may be more
frequent as deemed necessary. Committee meetings may be attended by any paid up
member of the WMGOC by prior arrangement but they will not form part of the
meeting committee and will not have a vote.There will be an Annual General Meeting
(AGM) each November. Members will be advised of the time and place of that AGM
via an agenda thirty days in advance. Club accounts will be produced periodically by
the Treasurer for the committee and presented to members in full at the AGM.
Finance
The membership fee shall be set at the AGM. The Club bank account will at all times
require a minimum of two signatories on any transaction. The committee can expend
on goods or services that further the aims and objectives of the WMGOC.
Club runs
Where a member attends a club run or event they will be deemed to be in charge /
control of their vehicle at all times. It is the responsibility of the driver to ensure that
the car and associated insurance and licence complies with statue and regulation in all
regards. The WMGOC cannot be held responsible for damage or penalties incurred.

Membership of the Club shall be open to MG owners or enthusiasts and shall consist
of Ordinary and Honorary members. Ordinary membership covers one household
upon payment of an annual subscription, the level of which will be set at the AGM.
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st. Subscriptions are due from
January 1st and any Ordinary member renewal not paid up by 31st March will
be deemed to be no longer a member. Honorary members are awarded by the
committee and pay no subscription fee but will receive club newsletter and updates
via email. They do not have any voting rights. No member shall benefit financially
as a result of any post held within the WMGOC. The Committee have the right to
cancel or decline the membership of any member whose behavior is deemed by
the committee to bring the WMGOC into disrepute. No member may enter into
a contract for goods or services on behalf of the WMGOC without the express
permission the Committee.

Dissolution

WMGOC Committee

Declaration

The WMGOC will be managed by a committee elected from fully paid up members
of the WMGOC. The committee will consist a Secretary and sufficient others as
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A resolution to dissolve the Club can only be passed at an AGM or EGM with the
majority vote of the members present. In the event of dissolution, any assets of
the club that remain will become the property of another club with similar aims &
objectives within the MG Owner’s Club Home Counties region. If none can be found,
then the cumulative cash balance of assets will be distributed equally to those current
paid up members at the time.
Amendments to the Constitution.
Amendments to this Constitution can only be made at the AGM where thirty days’
notice of any such amendments has been given to the membership. Any proposed
amendment must be submitted in writing to the Chair at least forty days before
the AGM. The constitution may only be amended by majority vote of the members
present.
Winchester MG Owners Club, hereby adopts and accepts this constitution as a
current operating guide regulating the actions of its members.

Cranbur y Park Visit
Around fifteen cars met in the South Winchester Park & Ride carpark
from whence we processed to Cranbury Park. Your intrepid reporter
ran ahead of the group in the hope of getting a spledid shot of a long
convoy of MGs heading up the drive to Cranbury House.
Foiled again. It seems that there was a nasty outbreak of ‘the three
second rule’ as the cars all came along well spaced out. Oh well. As they
say ‘to fail to plan is to plan to fail’.
The cake was good; the tea cups were far too small but all in all a nice
afternoon.
Hank was overcome by the beauty of a classic vehicle – a horse drawn
carriage. Many thought the attraction was rooted in the colour scheme
which was identical to his MGB GT.
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For Sale

New Home
Required for RV8

Is there a member of WMGOC who
would like to become the next owner
of the RV8 that I have owned for 13
Years?
I haven’t been able to drive the car far
this year and I cannot see myself adding
many miles in the next few months so I
have decided to sell it.

There are lots of things to say about the
car and there are various accessories. If
anyone is interested in buying the car for
£16,000 the best thing is to come and
have a look and a chat.

It has just been MOT’d at 23,000 UK
miles and has had a new front wheel
bearing. Its condition is good internally
and externally. The only negative about
RV8s was the lack of power steering so
it had EZ electric power steering fitted
in 2011 which transformed its handling.
8

Ralph Jessop 01962 843114
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Mike Lane’s
Steeple
Chase

A Swiss(h) MG
I wouldn’t have thought of towing a caravan with an MG but I guess
an MGC has all the necessary ‘grunt’ for the task. This outfit was
spotted in Winchester by one of our members.

Where was everybody on the June club run! Having just returned
from an 18 day road trip to Spain with the top down, it was a shock
to our system to be driving in the rain with roof up to the Steeple
Chase Run. However it was more of a shock to realise that one other
MG and a Ford would be participating by 7.30pm.
Mike asked us should we go straight to the pub or call it off. Knowing
the time and effort that goes into organising such events we voted in
true MG spirit that we would continue. With Mike leading the way we
navigated a back lane run to the pub.
At the pub we were greeted by two other club couples who had not
been able to make the run but were more than happy to support the
evening. What an enjoyable evening it was.
Mike and Jackie have put a lot of effort into organising the run and
liaising with a very accommodating pub. It was a great shame that the
evening was so poorly attended by members.
Our spirits were not dampened by the weather and a big thank you
to Mike and Jackie for a fun evening.
Karen and Peter.
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PS. I wish to thank those who ventured out for my very last Steeple Chase Run.
After 17years, I think fresh ideas from others would be beneficial. Mike.

Rain
Stops
Play!

Y-Type 70th

Richard had ambitions of taking along his YB saloon as well as his
YT tourer. He needed someone who was familiar with the vagaries
of older cars without full synchro gearboxes and brakes that need
written notice in advance of stopping. It sounded good to me, so
in early May I headed over to Chandlers Ford for a 7-30am Sunday
morning start. Two drivers and a navigator set off for the Elcot Park
Hotel near Newbury.
WMGOC member, Richard Knight owns a couple of MG Y-types, as most
will be aware. He has owned UMG 841, a 1952 MG YB, since 2005.
This is a single carb 1250cc model. A more recent acqusition is FSL 212
a 1950 MG YT which Richard has owned since 2012. This is a twin carb
1250cc model.
Earlier in the year on the weekend of 6th & 7th May Richard, ably
assisted by Steve Favell, took both his cars to the MG Car club Y Type
Register annual Spring Run. 2017 was as special year as it is the 70th
Anniversary of the Y Type. The Register gathered at the Elcot Park Hotel,
near Newbury.

The weather was forecast to be dry but there was some early morning
murk and drizzle that was due to burn off. I got to drive the open Y
Type, but had come prepared (so I thought) wearing two sweat shirts
and a flat cap. By the time we reached Otterbourne I was freezing!
Luckily the chosen route passed my front door so an emergency stop
was made to collect a perfectly good sheepskin flying jacket and a fur
lined trappers hat that I had for some reason chosen to leave behind.
What a difference! I was now warm as toast and ready for anything.

Richard: Fine weather on the Sunday run through lovely country side,
no mechanical faults encountered, Steve drove the YT; my friend
Adam and I were in the YB. First time both my Y’s had been to the
same event in my ownership.
Steve adds: When I got the call from Richard Knight asking if I might be
able to drive one of his Y types it didn’t take too much thinking about.
It sounded more like a mini adventure than a chore. The MG
12
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Our route wended its way northwards avoiding the A34 and passing
through little villages and backroads that suited the pace of the cars
much better. It took a leisurely couple of hours before we arrived at
the hotel to assemble for the run proper. I think there were about
27 Y types in all and we were soon heading off for Nuffield Place in
Oxfordshire, the home of William Morris, 1st Viscount of Nuffield, the
designer of the original Bullnose Morris and ultimately head of the
Nuffield Empire (Now a National Trust property).
The journey was again a leisurely one with great scenery to the North
of Hungerford and with time for a pit stop for a roast dinner in the
sunshine outside a roadside pub. Two MGs parked up outside the
George & Dragon in Oxfordshire while their drivers tucked into a
Sunday roast and watched the Y types pass by couldn’t have been
more English.
The return trip took us via Wallingford alongside the Thames where
we encountered a suspiciously large number of classic cars coming in
the opposite direction. It soon became apparent that we had stumbled
upon the tail-end of the annual Wallingford Classic Car show. It would
have been rude to have ignored it, so we entered the showground
and parked up amongst the display cars for a wander and an ice
cream before heading off on the final leg of the journey and another
final pit stop for refreshments at The Dundas Arms as the sun began
to get low. We finally arrived back in Chandlers Ford before the light
faded at around 8pm. A long, but very enjoyable day.

I had a pub quiz in the bag until the very last question, which I got
wrong.
The question was, “Where do people have the curliest hair ?”
Apparently the correct answer was Fiji.
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S o uthampton
& New Forest
M GOC – New
Fo rest Run
Submitted by Neil Simpson

4th June 2017
The start, as usual, was in a huge
field at the East Boldre Village
Hall. Approximately 200 cars
attended. Not sure how many
colleagues from Winchester
were there but we were able to
wave to the Roses from afar.
Also as usual, registration was
extremely efficient, there were
great bacon butties available
and chance to participate in a
mammoth raffle.
The BMGOC contingent that
I managed to capture within
the melee of the start were as
follows:-

expected us to go agricultural and
damage our cars rather than them
whose vehicles are purpose built
for such situations.
The conclusion of the run at
South Lawns Hotel at Milford
was well marshalled. A live Band
entertained whilst raffle prizes
were claimed and cream teas were
consumed. Prizes and trophies for
all sorts of reasons were awarded.
All in all a great day/weekend and
only a few slight spots of rain until
the Monday that forced hoods up!

I was only able to wave to the
Roses of WMGOC from afar.
The 90 something mile run was
as usual through spectacular
parts of the Forest, some of
which were new to me. As
usual there were the normal
hazards of ponies, cattle, pigs
and sheep. However, for once
arrogant cyclists were not in
evidence but a pony and trap
was. As usual the 4 x 4 Range
Rover brigade were out who
16
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MGB Roadster Restoration - Part Three
I am restoring a 1971 MGB Roadster that I bought a couple of years ago.
I wanted a project for my garage and I certainly got one, it turned out
that the body needed lots of work, so in the end I decided to fit a new
Heritage body shell. I have stripped down the old shell and removed
all of the parts and components,
which I am working on as I wait for
the new shell to be manufactured.

Rear Axle and Suspension
The first thing tackled was the
rear axle, which had been suffering
with Axle Clonk. I was expecting
to use an “Axle Clonk service kit”,
but on checking, the axle was well
within the tolerances given in the
restoration manual. However one
of the prop shaft flanges was quite
worn, so after fitting new universal
joints and replacing the flange, I am
hoping that we have cured the clonk.
The final job was a lick of paint and
fitting new brakes and lines. The
rear suspension springs have been
cleaned, checked, painted, had new
bushes fitted and it is all ready for
re-assembly.

Front Cross Member, Steering
and Suspension
The front cross member unit was
very easy to remove from the old shell, just 4 bolts and a few pipes
and it was off. I planned to fit new suspension springs and seats, and
renew the bushes where required, but there I found a problem. I hadn’t
realised that by removing the front cross member, complete with the
suspension, that it wouldn’t be possible to remove the springs as there
was no easy way of compressing the springs to remove the seats; there
is no room to use a spring compressor. After calling the MGOC tech20

line for some inspiration, it appears that I’m in good company. “See
episode 4 of An MG is Born” I was told, “Mark Evans had just the same
problem”. I should have removed the springs prior to removing the
cross member, that way the spring can be held under compression with
a jack under the lower wishbone. Mark Evans’ solution was to make a
special tool for the job, but that’s a bit beyond me. I am going to finish
it off when the cross member is refitted onto the new shell. In the
meantime, the rest of the unit has been cleaned and painted, with new
brakes and lines fitted.

The Engine
The engine was running like a dream when it was in the car. I had tested
the cylinder compression, which was good, so I could change the clutch,
give it a basic service and leave it be. However, it isn’t the original engine
and I don’t know its history. When I drained the block I thought that
the coolant drain plug had sheared off, as nothing came out. It turns out
that the hole was blocked with deposits that had solidified inside the
coolant channel; I don’t know how many years the car had been running
with water instead of coolant. I have decided that the best approach
will be to have the engine re-built; RVS Garage Services of Ludgershall
will do the work. The engine will be stripped, checked and rebuilt. RVS
will then test it complete with all ancillaries re-attached, including the
gearbox. It will then be ready for refitting.

The Shell
I have ordered the new shell from British Motor Heritage Ltd, of
Witney, Oxfordshire, and it will be built in July/August. I will keep the
old shell until the new one is fitted out, just in case there is a bracket or
21

component that I have missed. There are many good parts on the old
shell, such as two good front wings a boot lid and bonnet, if you need
any parts then please let me know.

Do you want to join a Heritage Factory tour?
British Motor Heritage Ltd run visitors tours for groups of people and
I will be booking a WMGOC tour during the manufacture of the MG
shells (and hopefully whilst mine is being made). The proposed date is
Wednesday 9th August and further details are as follows:
•

The number of people in the group is 12 -15.

•

Eye protection needs to be worn.

•

The factory is not a suitable environment for anybody with a
heart pacemaker due to the strong electrical fields created by
the welding equipment

•

For safety and insurance reasons, no children (under 16)

•

There are stairs and steps, which need to be negotiated.

•

Tour can be done on Monday - Thursdays.

•

We like to start tours around 10.00 to 10.30 and they normally
last for about two hours

•

There is no charge for the tours, but you can donate to a
local charity of your choice, if you wish.

If you are interested in joining the factory tour, then please let me know
by email – steve.penk@btinternet.com. First come, first served.

Submitted By Steve Wills

The 44 th Three Valleys Rally
Steve has sent us some evocative images from his recent French
adventure on the 44th Three Valleys Rally.
Unfortunately the only textural report we have to accompany the
images is:
“We had great weather, good company and the B performed well.
Well done to my navigator – and we are still speaking!”
I guess the images say all that needs to be said.
The editor rather covets the Hotchkiss – above at right. But then Alan’s
Daimler is a rather nice ‘Gentleman’s conveyance’. (over page)

Steve Penkethman
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W M G O C Apparel

Polo Shir t
Male Polo Ref KK403 - £18
Colour
Bottle Green
Navy Blue
Magenta
Black
Jade
Purple
Mid Blue
Royal Blue

Small

Female* Polo Ref KK703 - £18
Medium

Large

Ex Large

Women’s sizes available: are: 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22.
Please check the appropriate box or ring the woman’s size
required.

Gilet

We have now organised a
range of Regalia which you can
order individually so choose
your garment and colour from
the chart. Prices include printed
Logo.

Gilet Ref RE37A - £16.50

When ordering please complete the
form opposite, ticking your choice of
colour and size. Take care with the size
as returns are not possible! Please send
form with cheque payable to WMGOC
to:
Niall FitzGerald 29 Monks Wood Close
Bassett Sot’on SO16 3TT
Or, bring along to a Tuesday Club night.
Any queries
07970566052.
26

call

my

mobile

Niall

Colour
Small
Forest Green
Royal Blue
Charcoal
Navy Blue
Black

Medium

Large

Ex Large

Fleece
Fleece Ref RE36A - £20.50
Colour
Small
Forest Green
Royal Blue
Burgundy
Black
27

Medium

Large

Ex Large

Always check before you travel – locations & times sometimes change

1st Crotch Cooler meet, Alton – Oldtimer Oktoberfest
1st Bicester Sunday Scramble
TBA Thatcham classic car show, Dunstan Green, 10am- 3pm, £5 donation per car
31st WMGOC Club night

July

November

15th Hilliers Garden Centre, Ampfield
16th CCOTP Christchurch Quay
16th Alton Bus Rally & Car Show – Anstey Park
16th Broughton Pageant - http://www.broughtonpageantoftransport.
co.uk
25th WMGOC Club night run
28th Silverstone Classic 28th – 30th

December

Eve n t s fo r 2 0 1 7

5th London to Brighton Run
TBA NEC Classic Motor Show
28th MGOC Club night AGM
26th Romsey classic car & bike meet (pre 76)

August
6th
13th
20th
tba
tba

Crotch Cooler meet, Alton – Italian & French Sunday
Athelhampton Garden Party, Bournemouth & Poole MGOC
CCOTP Highcliffe Castle
Radio 2 Carfest South, Laverstoke
Breakfast meet 8am-2pm Winchester Football club, free entry
– no need to book
29th WMGOC Club night run

September
3rd Crotch Cooler meet, Alton – Classic Car Sunday
8th Goodwood Revival (8-10th)
9th National Heritage Weekend - WMGOC cars at Winchester
Cathedral.
tba The Concorde Club classic & sports car show, Eastleigh
24th The Doughnut Delight charity day – Basingstoke MGOC
24th CCOTP Christchurch Quay
tba Andover Festival of Motoring – High Street – pre-book to
display
26th WMGOC Club night

For Reference:
Gurston Down		
Prescott		
Goodwood		
Brands Hatch		
Brooklands Museum
Classic on the Quay

www.gurstondown.org/event-calendar/
www.prescott-hillclimb.com/events-list
www.goodwood.com/sports/motorsport/
www.brandshatch.co.uk/calendar.aspx
www.brooklandsmuseum.com
www.classiccarsontheprom.com

October
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