W inc hest er

MG Ow n e r s C l u b

March 2017 www.winchestermgoc.co.uk

Winchester MGOC

Chat

www.winchestermgoc.co.uk

Your Committee
Secretary

Steve Favell

stevenfavell@btinternet.com

Chairman

Peter Cranstone

petercranstone@btinternet.com

Treasurer

Clyde Cunningham

clyde.cunningham@btinternet.com

Programme

Steve Favell

stevenfavell@btinternet.com

Member

Heather Ellis

heather.ellis@hotmail.co.uk

Newsletter

Dave Tilbury

dave.tilbury@me.com

Merchandise

Niall Fitzgerald

nbritfitzy@btinternet.com

Contents:

Page

Chat

3

Shamrock Quay

4

Oh F....

8

Barons Classic Car Auction

10

MGB Restoration (part 2)

14

Clay’s C

19

Events

20

Calendar of Events for WMGOC

22

Winchester MGOC meet on the last Tuesday of the month at:
The Plough, Itchen Abbas, Nr Winchester, SO21 1BQ
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SHAMROCK QUAY
Sunday 19th February dawned dull but dry and so I headed over the Shamrock Quay for breakfast. There I bumped
into Steve and between us we recorded the event for your later delectation.
Once again there was a fine eclectic selection of cars, with plenty of interest for most tastes.
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SHAMROCK QUAY
Two cafés serving everything from coffee & cake to a full English breakfast. A Sunday
visit to Shamrock Quay makes a nice change.
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were knackered; bodywork seams were white with T-cut & polish; the brake discs
were well-worn and in amongst the multitude of anomalies was the unfathomable
question, why was this badged as a 160 when it was being sold as a standard 135?
The car I bought needed a good clean. Apart from that it all seemed ‘right’.
The one glaring shortcoming in this purchase was the headlining in the hard top
which was in need of refurbishment. I wanted to utilise the hard top and so this
would have to be fixed as a priority. Here I stand in the shoulders of better men
- men who have done it and been decent enough to write it up for the benefit of
others.

Oh F….

The record of maintenance whilst in the hands of the previous owner was, one
might say, ‘sparse’. No bills just MoT certificates. The service book was last stamped
by a dealer in April 2013 – four years and 4000 miles ago. The oil looked okay, the
air filter was clean but a priority task was a full service with cam belt and water
pump change.
Initial impression is that this is a nice little car. It is light on the steering (unlike the B)
and easy on the left leg, being Triptronic. A joy to drive and I suspect it will be even
better when I get four new tyres of the same pattern all round. It currently has four
different tyres with four different states of wear - brand new to done-for.
Just a thought, but a ZS 180 would add nicely to the collection....
dt

The little black B and the big green ZT-T have served us well for a few years and
whilst I’m quite attached to both I’ve had a hankering for a soft top. I’ve never
owned one. Why shouldn’t I have one?
With this mindset I’ve kept and eye open for something a bit different. I fancied an
MR2 from around 2000. Wide, low and on paper out performing other 1800 sports
cars.. I also felt it was wrong to say that I’m a motoring enthusiast if I’d never owned
an Alpha Romeo, so I was being indecisive before I even needed to decide.
With the initial rush if enthusiasm behind me and my mind in a calmer place I
received an email from a senior club member advising me that a friend of his had
an MGF for sale; that it was likely to be in good nick and that the asking price was
sensible. Well, it would have been rude not to have responded to that tip. To cut a
short story shorter I had a chat with the guy; had a very casual look at the car; asked
what he’d accept for it and agreed to have it. Most unlike me. I would normally take
a very careful look and study the service history before convincing myself that there
would be heaps of jobs to be done - then walking away.
To digress for a paragraph, this car was the exact opposite of one (a TF) I’d looked
at several months earlier. That car was gleaming yet the steering wheel and seats
8
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Baro n s C l a s s i c C a r Auction
Submitted by Neil Simpson

Nita and I are reasonably incompatible on most subjects except for auctions and
cars. So Classic Car Auctions offer unique opportunities for us!
We arranged with 4 other like minded BMGOC members to attend the 28th
February auction at Sandown race course.
I had looked at the running order
and was interested in a couple of
late reg MG’s and an Alfa Romeo
Spyder. So I registered to bid and
the other men in the party decided
not to after discussions or do I mean
monologue with their wives.
The cars I was interested in were
well over described by the vendors.
The MG’s that were supposedly in
good condition both had wrecked
upholstery and in one case was
rusty. The Alfa that was described as
pristine internally and externally had
clearly had a back end shunt that had
been badly repaired and resprayed.
My bidding hand never saw any
action. However, the cars and
entertainment gave all of us a great
day out.
Highlights included a beautifully
restored 1936 MG TA that my wife
told me I could neither afford or fit
behind the steering wheel. It went
for £27K. A 1967 Fiat Dino Spyder
that went for £84K
The real White Elephant of the
auction was a Jensen Interceptor
. Advertised
as having been
completely rebuilt by the vendor
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with only the engine block and
fuel tank as original! Everything but
everything including the bodywork
had been uprated and was not
original. It came with an A4 set of
instructions on how to start it which
included leaving the cockpit on two
occasions! Six figures had been spent
on it but the estimated value started
at £50K. It attracted zero bids.
Other interesting lots included a
1956 Merc 190SL wreck that looked
if it had been on fire but was totally
solid and complete that went for
£47K. This will reappear in the future
for mega bucks.
Many at the
appreciate this.

auction

did

not

Having dealt with the sublime, the
ridiculous included the left hand drive
Austin Healey from Florida. The body
was original and pretty well solid but
looking closely it was twisted. It came
with boxes of bits but was obviously
incomplete. The photo shows its
best side. Reserve was £17K and
unsurprisingly it did not sell.
The buyer I was most sorry for
was that of the Rover 3.5 that went
for top dollar. A telephone bidder
bought it and I hope they did that
on physical inspection rather than
brochure description. The paint job
was OK from a distance but dire
near too under inside lights. Looked
like they had sprayed it with dust on
it
The car that I got most angry about
– as an MGR V8 owner – was the
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late entry MGRV8. It was advertised “as new” with a unique 6K plus low mileage
as per vendor description. It was advertised dry stored and “as new”. A third party
at the auction looked at it and said it must have been stored in a barn without a
roof. Another took the dip stick out and there was a blob of thick black oil that
barely made the dip stick. The steering wheel and pedals looked more than 6K miles.
The hood was original but not good and the wood trim was mostly cracked and
peeling. It was a Japanese re import circa 1998. On re importation the speedometer
had been replaced from the original KM version to an MPH version. So goodness
knows how many miles it had done in Japan. The good news is that it did not meet
reserve as it had no business so to do if the truth had been published but bids were
buoyant enough to give me a good feeling about our genuine RV8.

Nita and I cannot make
the next auction but will
throw out invites for future
events if this is of interest?
Let me know on:
mog@cheerful.com

Very rarely do Nita and I leave an auction without purchasing. We were looking for
a day to day car that we did not need to get precious about. This is to take the place
of our modern day MGTF that recently got rear end shunted and has taken almost
6 months to sort as it has a unique works Rover paint job that should be worth
preserving as an investment.
Nita wants to go back to an
automatic as she enjoyed many years
driving such in a Merc.. This Mini was
a 1.3i automatic with Union Jack
leather seats, tartan door cards and
air con. Those who know my wife
would recognize this was just the car
for her.. The only reason we did not
buy this was it would be too difficult
to put our grandson in the back seat
and as a vehicle had no air bags or
crash test testimonials suitable for
transporting our precious grandson.
Our conclusions of the day at Barons Auction s are as follows:• Some lots are well over described by vendors and Barons take zero
responsibility
• Never buy to Barons estimates as most cars are negotiated post auction for
under this.
• It is Classic Cars but has the same ethic as Modern Car auctions at Blackebushe
– buyer beware
HOWEVER, buying or watching it is a great day out for £15 for two people including
glossy catalogue and for us pensioners much more stimulating than the Day Centre.

WMGOC News
We learn that the Wilton Classic and Supercar Show has been
cancelled for the second year in a row.
Organisers say the event scheduled for 3rd June, will not happen due
to unforeseen circumstances, but have given no further explain.

Solent MGOC - MGs in the Park
Sunday 21st May 2017
Attractions include:- The Soberton Strummers, Pavilion Tea Room, Chapel of
St Paul, Working Pottery, Maze, Garden Centre, Gift Shop, and the Stansted Park
Light Railway all in 1700 acres of ancient forest. So bring the wellies as well as a
picnic !
Note - Parking space is limited - Entry Forms (click takes you to the form) will
be accepted on a first come first served basis
Entry is £7 per car. More information is available from Monica Chiverton (Events
Coordinator, Solent MGOC):
Tel: 023 8061 9898
Email: malcolm6390@talktalk.net
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MG B R e s t o ration
Steve Penkethman continues the story of the restoration work on his
MG-B
Part Two: This is Easy!
I am restoring my 1971 MGB Roadster and have decided to fit a
Heritage body shell and at the moment I am stripping down the
existing shell; all is good. I had read that stripping the old car down is
great fun and it is true. It is also helping me with an understanding of
how the car is put together and how all of the systems work. These
MG’s really were quite simple cars; it is a wonder how they can give us
so much trouble when we get a small problem on a run out.
Engine Out. The first big job this month was to remove the engine
and gearbox, and to my delight it was quite straightforward. I found
a very reasonably priced engine hoist and frame on ebay. The fluids
were already drained, and after removing the engine and gearbox
mounts, disconnected the exhaust and various cables, hoses and wires,
out it came. I’m not sure that I will be quite so blasé when I am trying
to get it back in to a newly painted shell! I now need to get the engine
home to my garage so that I can work on it over the coming weeks.
14

I can get it home on a trailer, but I need to source a trolley to move
it from the trailer into the garage. Problems that I have encountered
with the engine include the coolant drain plug on the side of the
engine block, which sheared off; I will have to remove it with a stud
extractor (my tool kit is getting bigger every week). Also, the coolant
temp sender was damaged during removal from the block, so I will
need to get a replacement/refurbished unit for re-assembly.
Fuel Tank. First of all, putting 30L of fuel into the tank just before
taking it off the road for restoration isn’t the best idea. The tank and
fuel pump dropped off very easily, but I found that all of the fuel lines
will need to be replaced as in some places they are corroded almost
completely through.
Rear Axle and Suspension. Superficially, the whole unit of axle and
suspension looks good, as do the shock absorbers, which have been
uprated previously to Spax units. The only problem encountered
was an axle rebound strap mounting stud shearing off when I tried
to remove the nut (Ed China doesn’t have these problems!). It’s a
common fault apparently and a repair kits is available that just needs
15

to be welded in place. I will
strip down the axle to identify
the source of the axle knock.
I am hoping that it is the half
shaft splines rather than the
diff. I picked up a new set
of suspension bushes and
brackets for reassembly for
just a few pounds.
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Front
Suspension
and
Steering.
I had assumed
that the front suspension
and steering would be the
most difficult to remove,
but it turned out to be
extremely easy once again.
In preparation the brake
pipes had been undone
from the 4-way union in the
engine bay and any other
clips and fasteners removed.
The car was raised on axle
stands under the body side
members (and for safety a
couple of wheels place under
the body either side, just in
case of accidents). The antiroll bar straps and bearings
were undone from the front
of the body, the steering
column separated from the
rack at the u/j and the cross
member was ready to be
lowered out of the frame.
With the weight of the cross
member taken up on a trolley
jack, the four mounting bolts
were undone and it simply
lowered away. It was much
lighter than I expected and
easily lifted by two people.

Whilst it is off the car it will be cleaned, inspected and all bushes and
dust covers replaced as required.
Nuts and Bolts. I have been trying to bag-up and label all of the nuts
and bolts when removed but I have found that most are either rusted
or have been bodged with the wrong size bolt/screw over the years.
Only a few have had the correct washers. I will need to invest in a full
set of nuts/bolts/screws/clips at some stage soon.
MG Spares Day. We visited the MG & Triumph Spares Day at
Stoneleigh Park in February. It was a great place for picking up a
few bits and pieces, but also it was extremely useful to speak with
exhibitors and businesses regarding a host of things from refurbished
windscreens and ¼ lights, to dashboards, interiors, spares and much
more.
The New Shell. I have ordered the new shell from British Motor
Heritage Ltd, near Oxford; I will also get them to paint, waxoyl and
stone protect it before delivery. New Heritage shells are available
from a variety of suppliers, such as MGOC, Moss etc, but they are all
sourced from BMH Ltd and are the same price. The shells are built to
order and the production run is usually twice a year for each model;
the next MGB run is programmed for July.
Heritage Factory Tour. The Heritage factory runs visitors tours for
groups of 10-15 people at a time and I will be booking a tour during
17

the manufacture of the MG shells. Dates can’t be confirmed just yet,
but it should be some time in mid – late July. If you are interested in
joining the tour then please let me know.
What’s Next?
•
Separate engine and gearbox and get them home to my
garage – does anybody have a trolley that I could use for the job? I
am researching what work is to be done on the engine, but converting
to unleaded fuel is on the list.
•
Refurbish the rear axle. Fit new brake-parts and solve the
axle clunk, I hope it’s nothing more than the half-shafts.
•
Inspect, clean and paint the rear suspension and fit new
polybushes.
•
Inspect, clean and service the front suspension and steering
cross member.
I will keep the old shell until the new one is fitted out, just in case
there is a bracket or component that I have missed. There are many
good parts on the old shell, such as two good front wings and a boot
lid, that can go towards offsetting the costs of the rebuild. If you need
any parts then please let me know.
Thanks for reading and happy motoring!

CLAY’S C
RESTO
Still working on the C but
it’s been painfully slow. I’ve
rebuilt the engine, first
one I have ever done so
fingers crossed. It really is
a nut and bolt job and I’ve
spent a small fortune so far
but after a push over the
Christmas holiday period,
it’s now going to grind
to a halt again as a major
refurbishment of our new
house is once again going
to put the car back on the
back burner....Shame with
MGC 50 this year as well.
From Clay Jones

WMGOC Committee Notes
At the last AGM a vote was taken on forming a committee to assist
in the running of the WMGOC. It is, in the view of your current
newsletter editor, appropriate that the membership are kept informed
on the discussions the committee engage in. With this in mind future
newsletters will contain a committee report.
Meetings thus far have been predominantly preoccupied with the
Cobweb Spin but this will change. Future meetings will engage with
more mundane but important issues such as a club constitution
(which will be put to the membership at this year’s AGM) and the
conduct of club runs. Overall nothing will change as far as our activities
are concerned - if anything the variety of events will be broadened.
Communication should also improve with a new style web site.
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Submitted by Steve Favell
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Submitted by Steve Favell

Eve n t s fo r 2 0 1 7

13th Awbridge Fete & Car Show returns for 2017

Always check before you travel – locations & times sometimes change

20th Sparsholt Celebration of Motor Vehicles and open day in aid of
Macmillan Cancer

14th Waltham Chase Village Hall car meet

21st MGs in the Park, Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle – Solent MGOC

March

19th Winchester MGOC Cobweb Spin
28th WMGOC Club night – The Plough, Itchen Abbas

April
2nd Crotch Cooler meet, Alton – Classic Car
Sunday
2nd Brooklands MG Era

9th Arundel Castle gathering, Chichester MGOC

27 & 28 Gurston Down
28 & 29 Prescott - La Vie en Bleu
28th CCOTP Highcliffe Recreation Ground
29th Kings Worthy Parish Fete – WMGOC display
tba

Winchester City Football Ground – Classic Car & Bike breakfast
meet 8-12noon

tba

Classics in the Park – Poole Park – Dorset Midget & Sprite Club

9th CCOTP Christchurch Quay

30th WMGOC Club night run

17th 25th Spring Vehicle Meet & Autojumble – Newbury Showground

June

22 & 23 Gurston Down speed event

10th MG Live at Silverstone (10-11th)

23rd National “Drive it” Day

4th Crotch Cooler meet, Alton – American Sunday

23rd Bicester Sunday Scramble

4th Southampton & New Forest MGOC New Forest Run

25th WMGOC Club night run

May

3rd Wilton House Classics & Supercars (3-4th)

25th CCOTP Highcliffe Castle

1st

King Alfred buses running day in Winchester

1st

Popham aero & auto Jumble, classic car rally & fly-in

7th Crotch Cooler meet, Alton – British Sunday

tba

Bishops Waltham show incl. classic car show & parade

tba

WMGOC run to Cranbury Park open day

tba

Beaulieu Simply classics

7th Charity Gala Cowdray house – Chichester MGOC

27th WMGOC Club night run

7th Twyford Waterworks Spring Rally

July
1st

tba

Basingstoke Festival of Transport

tba

23nd New Forest International Car Run (Rotary)

13th Bill Targett Memorial Steam Rally- Highbridge Road Eastleigh
(13th & 14th)
13th Beaulieu Spring Autojumble (13th & 14th)

Blackmore Vale Revival

2nd Crotch Cooler meet, Alton – Classic Car Sunday
16th CCOTP Christchurch Quay
16th Alton Bus Rally & Car Show – Anstey Park
16th Broughton Pageant - http://www.broughtonpageantoftransport.co.uk
25th WMGOC Club night run

22

23

28th Silverstone Classic 28th – 30th

For Reference:

August

Gurston Down		
Prescott		
Goodwood		
Brands Hatch		
Brooklands Museum

6th Crotch Cooler meet, Alton – Italian & French Sunday
13th Athelhampton Garden Party, Bournemouth & Poole MGOC
20th CCOTP Highcliffe Castle
tba

Radio 2 Carfest South, Laverstoke

tba

Breakfast meet 8am-2pm Winchester Football club, free entry –
no need to book

http://www.gurstondown.org/event-calendar/
https://www.prescott-hillclimb.com/events-list
https://www.goodwood.com/sports/motorsport/
http://www.brandshatch.co.uk/calendar.aspx
https://www.brooklandsmuseum.com

29th WMGOC Club night run

September

3rd Crotch Cooler meet, Alton – Classic Car Sunday
8th Goodwood Revival (8-10th)
tba

The Concorde Club classic & sports car show, Eastleigh

24th The Doughnut Delight charity day – Basingstoke MGOC
24th CCOTP Christchurch Quay
tba

Andover Festival of Motoring – High Street – pre book to
display

26th WMGOC Club night

October
1st

Crotch Cooler meet, Alton – Oldtimer Oktoberfest

1st

Bicester Sunday Scramble

TBA Thatcham classic car show, Dunstan Green, 10am- 3pm, £5
donation per car
31st WMGOC Club night

November

5th London to Brighton Run
TBA NEC Classic Motor Show

Didn’t see you at camouflage class this morning private?

28th MGOC Club night AGM

Thank you very much sir!

December

26th Romsey classic car & bike meet (pre 76)
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.reg			

			

colour				

colour				

year

year

Membership covers family and all MGs owned

Signature……………………………

Please tick if you do not want this information divulged to other WMGOC members

Data Protection The information given on this form will be stored on a computer and used to keep a record of
members and for producing membership and mailing lists for WMGOC communications. The information may also be
made available to all club members.

Please tick.□ Bank transfer □ Cheque □ Cash

secretary@winchestermgoc.co.uk

In all cases return a copy of this form by post or email

Or pay by cash on a club night

Or pay by direct transfer to Sort Code: 30 99 71 Account No: 57512560

Still great value @£15pa. Make cheques payable to: Winchester MGOC

Steve Favell, 179 Romsey Road, WINCHESTER, SO22 5PQ or bring this form to a meeting.

Please return form with your £15 subscription to:

reg			

MG Model;		

E Mail Address

Mobile No

Home Phone No

Post Code

Address

Names

Please complete this form for the club records

1991 to 2016

Membership
Application
2017

