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The last weekend in September provided quite a choice of events all
helped along by some decent weather for the best part of the day.
The Basingstoke MGOC Doughnut run went very well, while Richard
& Gillian managed to get squeezed into a very busy Cars & Cakes
morning at Bill Rawles Classic Cars and some made it down to the final
Classic Cars on the Prom at Christchurch Quay.
By contrast the following Sunday was a damp squib, limiting the
numbers at Alton for the monthly Crotch Cooler meet. (Named after
the ventilation system on the early VW vans apparently – opening the
front flap just cooled your lap down!)
Looking further ahead, we have our AGM in November and could really
do with a good attendance to confidently adopt our new constitution
and guidelines. It’s the boring bit of running club, but please read the
information that we will be sending out in advance of the AGM. It is all
designed to ensure we are well set up to carry the club forward for a
successful future.
Finally, can I bring to your attention a social event that we have been
invited to by Basingstoke MGOC. It’s their Race Night at Weybrook
Park Golf Club where £10 entry includes a carvery supper. So do
come along and have a flutter (See advert on page 24)
Happy MG ing

Winchester MGOC meet on the last Tuesday of the month at:
The Plough, Itchen Abbas, Nr Winchester, SO21 1BQ
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We returned to the Plough at Itchen Abbas for our September club
night and thanks are due to Pete and Karen who organised a fun quiz to
keep us amused. Teams were formed to face three rounds of questions
that started with a multiple choice selection of ‘how much’. At least
there was a 1 in 3 chance of getting the right answer, but it is surprising
how much cars cost these days and how little they used to. A general
knowledge round came next, followed by the final ‘Brucie Bonus’ round
made up entirely of questions about the recently departed entertainer.
“The Maybes” were the winning team, having a ‘good game, good game’
with 31 points. “Metal Guru” (who had to be asked ‘is it you’ when
returning quiz sheets) were runners up with 27 points and finally (my
team) “Jazz Supreme” were second runners up with 26 points. (No
losers here!) It was all good humoured fun and we shall have to see
what we can arrange for October.
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Ste v e

Winchester MGOC

New c o n s t i t u t i o n
The Chairman has asked that this document be inserted again in this edition of the
newsletter. Any feedback to the Chairman, please.
Name: The name of the Club is:
Winchester MG Owners Club
The abbreviation ‘WMGOC’ may be used, with variations to be used as required as
for use as a URL or on social media.
WMGOC subscribers may use the name and any associated logos to further the aims
and objectives of the WMGOC insofar as such use does not bring the WMGOC into
disrepute.
Aims and objectives
The club shall be a non-profit making organisation that aims to promote the use,
enjoyment and conservation of MG cars both old and new irrespective of ownership.
The club will organise social meetings, gatherings, events and work with partners (clubs,
suppliers, etc.) for the benefit of WMGOC members including (but not exclusively)
the MG Owners Club. The activities and organisations listed are not intended to be
exhaustive.
Membership

is deemed necessary to cover the tasks faced by the WMGOC plus a member
representative. All posts will be held via election at the AGM with names and contact
details of elected Officers being published in the newsletter. The Committee will
be responsible for the day to day running of the WMGOC. Significant and financial
decisions will require a majority vote at a quorate meeting. For any committee meeting
to be quorate there shall be at least 66% of the committee present. Committee
meetings will be held no less frequently than every three months but may be more
frequent as deemed necessary. Committee meetings may be attended by any paid up
member of the WMGOC by prior arrangement but they will not form part of the
meeting committee and will not have a vote.There will be an Annual General Meeting
(AGM) each November. Members will be advised of the time and place of that AGM
via an agenda thirty days in advance. Club accounts will be produced periodically by
the Treasurer for the committee and presented to members in full at the AGM.
Finance
The membership fee shall be set at the AGM. The Club bank account will at all times
require a minimum of two signatories on any transaction. The committee can expend
on goods or services that further the aims and objectives of the WMGOC.
Club runs
Where a member attends a club run or event they will be deemed to be in charge /
control of their vehicle at all times. It is the responsibility of the driver to ensure that
the car and associated insurance and licence complies with statue and regulation in all
regards. The WMGOC cannot be held responsible for damage or penalties incurred.

Membership of the Club shall be open to MG owners or enthusiasts and shall consist
of Ordinary and Honorary members. Ordinary membership covers one household
upon payment of an annual subscription, the level of which will be set at the AGM.
Membership runs from January 1st to December 31st. Subscriptions are due from
January 1st and any Ordinary member renewal not paid up by 31st March will
be deemed to be no longer a member. Honorary members are awarded by the
committee and pay no subscription fee but will receive club newsletter and updates
via email. They do not have any voting rights. No member shall benefit financially
as a result of any post held within the WMGOC. The Committee have the right to
cancel or decline the membership of any member whose behavior is deemed by
the committee to bring the WMGOC into disrepute. No member may enter into
a contract for goods or services on behalf of the WMGOC without the express
permission the Committee.

Dissolution

WMGOC Committee

Declaration

The WMGOC will be managed by a committee elected from fully paid up members
of the WMGOC. The committee will consist a Secretary and sufficient others as
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A resolution to dissolve the Club can only be passed at an AGM or EGM with the
majority vote of the members present. In the event of dissolution, any assets of
the club that remain will become the property of another club with similar aims &
objectives within the MG Owner’s Club Home Counties region. If none can be found,
then the cumulative cash balance of assets will be distributed equally to those current
paid up members at the time.
Amendments to the Constitution.
Amendments to this Constitution can only be made at the AGM where thirty days’
notice of any such amendments has been given to the membership. Any proposed
amendment must be submitted in writing to the Chair at least forty days before
the AGM. The constitution may only be amended by majority vote of the members
present.
Winchester MG Owners Club, hereby adopts and accepts this constitution as a
current operating guide regulating the actions of its members.

So u t h D o w ns run
Submitted by Pete Cranstone

The last time we did this run was in 2009, not long after we had
purchased our MGTF. This event back then started in one of the car
parks in Chichester and finished up at the lawns in Eastbourne. The
weather, I remembered, started off wet as we had our hard top on, but
at Eastbourne the sun was shining.
Sunday’s event was a mixed bag weather wise. It started drizzling at the
departure point at Whiteways Lodge Cafe’ at Bury Hill roundabout on
the A29 above Arundel. A short way into the route we were able to
drop the hood down all the way to Eastbourne. No sun by the beach
but plenty of wind. The later part of the day the rain drifted in.
The route taken was from the start point to Fittleworth - Elgar lived
here, Wisborough Green then along Stane Street - one of the earliest
Roman roads from Fishbourne Palace to London, Wiston with Wilton
Park estate, the “weekend cottage” for the Foreign Office, Steyning and
Bramber - here King Charles II stayed at St Mary’s while fleeing to
France. A lot of participants took time out to have a comfort break at
Bramber. It was here we spotted a familiar face loitering in the queue
at the public toilets. He had come all the way from Chard, surely there
must have been one closer! Yes it was our old club friend Wil along with
his son-in-law Peter in their MGB GT.

From here it was onto Upper Beeding then Fulking - a
centre for sheep dipping and shearing in the Downs,
Poynings - home of the Devils Dyke, Pyecombe - the
centre for top class shepherd’s crooks, Ditchling home of Eric Gill* who created the Ariel statue on the
front of Broadcasting House in London, Westmeston
- ghost everywhere especially in May on the
anniversary of the Battle of Lewes, Barcombe Cross,
Ringmer - home of Timothy tortoise, belonging to
Rev Gilbert White’s aunt. Gilbert thought you could
forecast the weather by Timothy’s behaviour. Further
on was Laughton -Sussex marble or Winklestone is
mined here, Wilmington and passing The Long Man
chalk outline on the hillside, Littlington - childhood
home of Dirk Bogarde, Cuckmere Haven - this was
a smugglers paradise, East Dean - the village was
chosen by Sir Arthur Conan-Doyle as Sherlock Holmes retirement
home. The village also has the first cable office connecting Great Britain
to mainland Europe. Finally onto Burlington Gap - this is where the
original trans-channel telephone cable came ashore in 1861, then we
passed the Belle Tower Lighthouse and Beachy Head and then down
to the seafront and lawns at Eastbourne. It was a great day out despite
the weather and great to catch up with Wil and Peter who send their
regards.
(*Note: This newsletter uses Gill Sans Light as its standard typeface.)

At the lawns in Eastbourne
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Submitted by
Mike Mitchards

In the early 1930’s Dr. Ferdinand Porsche started design work on the
“people tractor” right along with the design work of the “people car”.
Eventually, both designs materialized into historical products that are still
enjoyed by thousands of people 60 years later.
This very early and unbelievable unique tractor design from day one
(1934) already included a hydraulic coupling between engine and
transmission. This was a distinctive design criteria and requirement of all
Porsche-Diesel engines used in tractors until the last model produced
in 1963. There was a special reason for this requirement. Engineers in
the 1930’s believed that farmers in those days were not able to handle
a clutch properly when shifting gears. Interesting!

WMGOC Member Mike Mitchards (MGC GT) has been kind enough to
allow me to publish the following text, which I hope you will find illuminating.
We also have some images of the restoration of his Porsche. Okay, it’s not
an MG and it is probably not even an MG colour but it is, without doubt,
‘motoring’ and it is interesting. Thanks Mike. Job very well done.

Through numerous tests this design led to a fully developed air-cooled
diesel engine with a power range from 14 hp to 55 hp. By the early
1950’s Ferdinand Porsche had designed 4 basic models, 1, 2 , 3 and 4

The part that I really love is that Mike took his Porsche to a Porsche owners
event and parked it up in line with classic 911s & 924s.

cylinder models which all have individual and interchangeable cylinders
and heads.
After WWII only companies in Germany who were producing farm
tractors during and prior to WWII were allowed to continue producing
those tractors. Since Porsche was not one of these companies, but had a
8

9

very modern and unique design, it signed licensing agreements with the
German company Allgaier GmbH and the Austrian company Hofherr
Schrantz. These two companies used the Porsche engine design and
called their tractor: Allgaier – System Porsche and Hofherr Schrantz –
System Porsche.
By 1956 Mannesmann AG decided to get into the tractor business and
bought the license for the Porsche diesel engine design and the Allgaier
tractor design. Porsche-Diesel tractors were produced until the end
of 1963 by Mannesmann, when an international “arrangement” was
made with Renault to service the Porsche-Diesel tractors worldwide.
Between 1956 and 1963 over 125,000 Porsche-Diesel tractors were
produced, many of them still in daily operation on farms all over the
world.
Here are some key dates that highlight the history of the PorscheDiesel tractors:
•1934 Initial design stage and production of 3 test vehicles with
gasoline engine
•1937 Official order by the German government to develop the
“Volks-Tractor”
•1950 Allgaier starts production of the famous AP17 aluminium
tractor with the Porsche designed 2-cylinder, air-cooled, diesel
engine developing 18 hp.

•1957 Domestic sales were about 11,000 units and export about
6,000 units. Agreement with Deutz to share technology and
purchasing of specific parts.
•1958 Production of approx. 20,000 tractors.

•1951 Death of Ferdinand Porsche

•1959 Introduction of newly design product line with 15-20-26-3035-55 hp.

•1953 Start of the green Allgaier – System Porsche tractors. Product
offering of 11hp, 22 hp, 33 hp, and 44 hp. Allgaier discontinues the
manufacturing of their old, water-cooled engine design.

•1960 Domestic sales about 10,000 units and export about 6,000
units. Introduction of the newly developed Bosch-Hydraulic lifting
and regulating system.

•1954 High sales volume requires larger manufacturing facilities.
Registration of Porsche-Diesel Motorenbau GmbH, wholly owned
division of Mannesmann AG.

•1962 By the end of 1962 Mannesmann AG decided to discontinue
the manufacturing of Porsche-Diesel tractors in the near future.

•1956 New facilities in Friedrichshafen-Manzell at the old Donier/
Zeppelin factory.
•1956 Start of production of the new line of PORSCHE-DIESEL
tractors in red. The new product offering consisted of: JUNIOR,
STANDARD, SUPER, and MASTER., (14 hp, 25 hp, 38 hp, 50 hp).
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•1963 The last Porsche-Diesel tractors were produced at the end of
1963. At the end of 1963 an international agreement was made
with Renault to service the Porsche Diesel tractors worldwide.
The tractor (Mike’s tractor) is a 2 cylinder 1643 cc Standard 217 T,
manufactured in 1960 and sold new to a Belgium farmer. After a typical
farming life, it was stored for some 20 years before purchase in 2016 by
a dealer, and subsequently in early 2017 by the present owner.
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Life w i t h t h e M G F / TF
Submitted by Peter Cranstone

The Newbury MGOC hosted an evening for MGF/TF owners and
any other owners who had a vehicle fitted with the K series engine.
Roger Boys kindly extended that invitation to other local MG clubs
to which Neil Simpson, Bill Boyes and myself attended. There was
one enthusiastic MG owner who had travelled to this event from
Canterbury. The evenings talk was given by Mike Stafford, proprietor
of MJS Auto & Marine based in Littlehampton.
Mike has a love and passion for the K series engine having had a varied
career in the automotive industry which included a very long spell with
Rover/MG group. His talk gave a varied perspective on the engine and
how it can be improved in performance etc. but enlightened many
present over the reasons why the head gasket may fail at some point.
His company has a passion to keep as many MG’s and Rovers on the
road hence why he charges a fixed menu price of £350 to do a head
gasket change. An MG/Rover specialist dealer would think nothing of
charging you £1,500 to do the same job.

It may be of interest to those who own a 2009 onwards MG LE500
or TF that your engine only has the later multi-layered head gasket
along with the uprated lower rail fitted at assembly. The MG6 how
ever has an improved/strengthen block which will help to reduce
these ongoing issues. Both the LE500 and MG6 do still have head
gaskets fail like earlier K engines but not so frequently.
Why the gaskets goes is due to the movement from vibration and
rock between the head and block. This problem is caused by the
flexing of the long bolts that have a large open area around then in
the block. It was interesting to hear that it was Cosworth that came
up with the multi-layered gasket having been asked by Land Rover
regarding the Freelander head gasket failure. It should be noted MG6
block can be fitted to all MGF and TF’s but the cost to do the job may
put some people off.
The evening finished off with a question/answer session along with a
raffle. Lucky 13 came up for me as I came away with a nice bottle of
Red wine. What a fitting end to a very interesting evening.
I big thank you goes out to Roger and Newbury MGOC to for inviting
us along

Many a True Word
Every time you clean something, you just make something else dirty
Intentionally losing a game of rock, paper, scissors is just as hard as
trying to win.
100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had cars.
Today everyone has cars and only the rich own horses.
If you rip a hole in a net, there are actually fewer holes in it than
there were before.
If you replace “W” with “T” in “What, Where and When”, you get
the answer to each of them.
The word “swims” upside-down is still “swims”.
12
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Heritage Open Days 2017
Submitted by Peter Cranstone

Following our Cobweb Spin event earlier this year, the club was
approached by Nicky Gottlieb Heritage Open Days Coordinator
(Winchester) asking if we would put a display of cars as an alternative
take on “heritage”. The call was put out to members and the Alresford
Allsorts. We had 12 cars displaying outside the Cathedral on Saturday
9th September.
Coinciding with this events was a sponsored walk setting off from the
Cathedral at 10.00am and being seen off by the Dean of Winchester,
The Very Rev Catherine Ogle.This event was part of the national Ride
& Stride, to raise money for the fabric of our country’s churches and
cathedrals.
The Very Rev Catherine Ogle was very impressed with our display
which had added a nice back drop to the Cathedral and send off for
the Ride and Stride. Mike Ellis almost lost his Midget to the Dean as
she had taken a liking to it after he had invited her to sit in it.
It was always good to have Ralph Jessop taking part with his RV8 who
was looking great and doing well recovering from major heart surgery.
You will have seen Ralph is looking to sell his car and there was some
interest from one or two visitors. It may be sold by the time you read
this.
It was also great to see Paul and Beryl, possible new club members
who first came to the White Hart at Stockbridge and also joined in
with this event to try us out. I think it was the first display they have
attended. We hope they enjoyed the day and look forward to them
joining the club.
We were very lucky that it stayed dry, with sunshine up until the rain
came in at 3pm. The day for us was almost over by then and I am sure
someone was looking after us weather wise!
A very big thank you to everyone for your support in displaying your
car and engaging enthusiastically with the public.
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The Very Rev Catherine Ogle, Dean of Winchester
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Ride & Stride Day
Submitted by Meryl Balchin

Images submitted by Trevor Morecraft, Winchester Photographic Society
Very many thanks to all the MG owners who very kindly gave
donations totalling £60 towards Hampshire & the Islands Historic
Churches Trust’s Ride & Stride Day while displaying their MGs outside
Winchester Cathedral. Extra thanks to David Marklew who helped
Geraldine Guthrie (our Area Coordinator for Winchester) collect the
donations! The MGs arrived in time to watch the Dean of Winchester
Cathedral, The Very Rev Catherine Ogle, (who was formerly Dean of
Birmingham Cathedral) see off the Cathedral’s walkers, including her
husband, for the event. Mike made his MG Midget available for the
Dean to experience the view from the driver’s seat. Did she enjoy it?
The grin suggests that she probably did.

The Trust hopes to raise up to £60,000 throughout Hampshire and
the Isle of Wight. A Winchester church has already raised over £1200
and a small church on the Isle of Wight over £1,000. Both will keep
half for their own fabric funds with the rest plus any gift aid coming to
the Trust who will give out the money in grants. It will take until next
June (yes, some are very slow at collecting their monies!) to collect
their sponsorship and some even find it stuffed down sofas.
Chris and I cycled around the Alton area, taking in Alton, Selbourne,
Chawton, Lasham, Medstead and 21 churches (of all denominations) in
total. Lots of beautiful and amazing buildings with interesting histories.
Farringdon has connections with Ludovic Kennedy and his ancestors.
We cycled up some very, very steep hills (talk of electric bikes next
time!) and byways that were waterlogged! We sheltered under a tree
on the A32 near Farringdon while thunder & lightning raged overhead
but as it was after 3 pm we were very lucky!

Come & Sing Handel’s Messiah at a very big fund raising event for
Hampshire Hospices on 15 October at Eastleigh Football Club.
Either join in the singing or just watch. Full details at:
www.vfhchoir.com (remember to click the link).
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Goodwood Revival 2017

For me, the Revival this year was not quite as wet as last, but it did try
it’s best. Last year we went on ‘wet Saturday’ so this year plumped
for Friday. Can’t happen two years in a row can it? We also went for
‘insurance’ in the way of roving Grandstand tickets which as it turned
out was a good move!

I was back again on the Saturday as our grandson was lucky enough
to get a drive in the Settrington Cup pedal car race. His little driver’s
armband managed to get us into the pits and driver’s club which was a
great experience. We were back again on the Sunday for the second
leg of the race, this time bringing both of my daughters along too, so
we really had a family outing across the 3 days.
The weather was better than forecast with more sunshine than expected and everyone always seems to enjoy themselves. Dressing up
is almost compulsory and the Italian theme celebrating the Fiat 500
was great fun.
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Pictures & Words by Steve Favell

We met up with Richard and Gillian during the day and while myself
and Richard headed off to fetch some coffees we bumped into Ed
China off ‘Wheeler Dealers’. Debbie is a big fan, so I had a quick
chat with him and asked if he wouldn’t mind walking back with us to
meet the girls and to act as if he knew us! Ed was a great sport and
played along. Debbie’s face was a picture and I shan’t forget that open
mouthed look for a while. He is a very nice genuine guy and was
happy to pose for some pictures. Wow he is tall.

FIAT 500 Parade

An Austin in the gravel.

I was driving this morning when I saw an RAC van parked up. The driver was sobbing uncontrollably and looked very miserable. I thought to myself
‘that guy’s heading for a breakdown’.
A Steve in the ... doghouse?

Proper cars, proper use of them.
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Classics on the Prom
Pictures & Words by Steve Favell

26th September was the last CCOTP of 2017
and there were several hundred that turned up
during the course of the day. Always a good
selection and variety to be seen of all ages and
marques, from pristine to ‘oily rag’.
A wander up the high street doesn’t mean you
miss the cars either. Just find an excuse to wait
outside the shops (a dog always helps) and you
can watch an ever changing parade. It seemed
to be the modern exotica that were revving
away and making the most noise, driving too fast
on the high street. Possibly their noses were out
of joint as all the attention was on the older cars!
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Well over 300 cars have been known to attend on summer days and at
least 200 attending was not too shabby for late September. We headed
off just as the forecast rain started to appear but alas we got a good
drenching before making it home.
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Basin g s t o k e M G O C
Winchester MGOC are invited to swap horsepower for Horse
Power and engage in an evening of fun at the races onFriday 27th
October 2017. 7-00pm for 7-30pm Supper
Racing to start prompt at 8-30pm
Tickets £10-00 to include carvery supper
Own your own horse – If your horse wins so do you!
Horses only £5-00
Bets are £1 each but you can place as many as you like
Don’t forget to bring plenty of change
Venue: Weybrook Park Golf club
Rooksdown Lane
Basingstoke RG24 9NT
Licenced Bar at Club Prices
For tickets contact
celia@basingstokemgclub.co.uk
Proceeds of the evening to our charity this year
Step by Step

Event s for 2017

Always check before you travel – locations & times sometimes change

October

27th Basingstoke MGOC Race night
31st WMGOC Club night

November
4th
5th
TBA
28th

Regent Street Motor Show
London to Brighton Run
NEC Classic Motor Show
MGOC Club night AGM

December

26th Romsey classic car & bike meet (pre 76)

For Reference:
Gurston Down		
Prescott		
Goodwood		
Brands Hatch		
Brooklands Museum
Classic on the Quay

www.gurstondown.org/event-calendar/
www.prescott-hillclimb.com/events-list
www.goodwood.com/sports/motorsport/
www.brandshatch.co.uk/calendar.aspx
www.brooklandsmuseum.com
www.classiccarsontheprom.com

Image by Steve Favell
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W M G O C Apparel

Polo Shir t
Male Polo Ref KK403 - £18
Colour
Bottle Green
Navy Blue
Magenta
Black
Jade
Purple
Mid Blue
Royal Blue

Small

Female* Polo Ref KK703 - £18
Medium

Large

Ex Large

Women’s sizes available: are: 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22.
Please check the appropriate box or ring the woman’s size
required.

Gilet

We have now organised a
range of Regalia which you can
order individually so choose
your garment and colour from
the chart. Prices include printed
Logo.

Gilet Ref RE37A - £16.50

When ordering please complete the
form opposite, ticking your choice of
colour and size. Take care with the size
as returns are not possible! Please send
form with cheque payable to WMGOC
to:
Niall FitzGerald 29 Monks Wood Close
Bassett Sot’on SO16 3TT
Or, bring along to a Tuesday Club night.
Any queries
07970566052.
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call

my

mobile

Niall

Colour
Small
Forest Green
Royal Blue
Charcoal
Navy Blue
Black

Medium

Large

Ex Large

Fleece
Fleece Ref RE36A - £20.50
Colour
Small
Forest Green
Royal Blue
Burgundy
Black
27

Medium

Large

Ex Large

