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The Plough, Itchen Abbas, Nr Winchester, SO21 1BQ
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Secretary's Chat:

What a good start to the season we had with this year’s Cobweb Spin. Just over 100
cars attended and a decent amount was raised for charity as well. Feedback has been
good, especially from those who went on the tour of the animal management centre.
No sunshine on the day to speak of but we couldn’t have been luckier with the break
in the weather, with snow the previous Sunday and rain the following Sunday. It was
good to see so many other MGOC clubs attending with representatives from Solent,
Southampton & New Forest, Basingstoke, Newbury, Runnymede, Chichester,
Blackmore Vale and the Alresford Allsorts. Our new WMGOC flag looked really good
and we hope to display it at many regional events this year. The Hampshire Chronicle
gave us a full page feature, and that always helps with goodwill and future
sponsorship.
Sadly, due to the amount of wet weather this spring, Chichester MG Owner’s Club had
to cancel their annual picnic and gathering at Arundel Castle as the lawn areas were
water-logged. They made the decision early enough to find an alternative venue and
as a result the event will be held at the Amberley chalk pit museum this year.
Hopefully there will be a report in the next newsletter. Other news this month is that
our application to attend Carfest South again has been accepted. We will be sharing a
total of 15 display slots with Basingstoke MGOC across the 3 days of the festival. Our
first evening run of 2018 will take place on our April club night, so watch out for
details.
Happy MG ing

Steve
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Chairman's Notes
Our Cobweb event was a success again; from the comments on the day and feedback we have
received. A vote of thanks goes to Sparsholt College and especially Eileen Bolton in supporting
the club and allowing us to host the event on their Sainsbury’s car park, and for the use of
facilities. Here are a couple of comments from Sparsholt, the first is from Eileen following my email and the other is from an employee arriving on the Sunday for work.
“Hi Peter, Thank you for this...delighted the day went well, it certainly looked as though
it was going well yesterday. Thank you for the comments below. I will pass them on to
catering etc. Maybe you could think of this as a venue in the future?”
“When travelling into work today (Sparsholt College) I saw that you were present In the
Sainsbury’s car park. As a MG ZR enthusiast it was an absolute pleasure to see so many
great examples of MG’s. Unfortunately she is currently in camouflage mode so I did cringe
as I drove through (lowering the tone, needless to say). I would also like to say that
everyone I passed both on the roads to the college and through the Sainsbury’s car park
were very pleasant and kept the centre strip clear for easy passing. Very much a world
away to the many car meets that I attend. Please pass my thanks onto your members and
the organisers.“
A big pat on the back to everyone, this event could not happen if it was not for the support of club
members, before, on the day and after the event, doing the various jobs required. I personally
wish to thank the following stalwarts for doing a grand job; Steve for doing the entry and zoo
bookings, a thankless task, and Heather for keeping track of the registration fees for Steve. Nita,
Gillian, Heather, Andy, Colin and David who were the check-in team. Richard, Neil, Tony and
Keith the parking marshals. Bill, Karen, Hank and Mike who played with the MGB scalextric, and
Debbie, Jan and Jane as the zoo visit transfer girls. If there is anyone I have missed out who
helped during the day, I apologise, but thank you for helping.
On behalf of the club I thank Samantha Cleal of Croma Locksmith and Security Solutions and
Bill Rawles Classic Cars for their support to the event. We also had a large presence from SERV
Wessex Volunteer Blood Runners, the charity we were supporting (see the article elsewhere in
the newsletter), and I am pleased to say we raised just over £450 for them. We will hopefully be
arranging the handover of our donation at April’s club night.
In closing I would just like to remind everyone that on Saturday 12th May, Sparsholt has its
Countryside Day (see their event section on their web site) within which the Motor Engineering
department is putting on a “Celebration of Motor Vehicles” and raising money for Macmillan
Cancer Support. They are looking for display cars and by showing your car you have a great day
out and help to support a good cause for a small donation of £5. To book a place please contact
David Andrews on 01962 797459 or e-mail david.andrews@sparsholt.ac.uk.

Peter
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Cobweb 2018 In Pictures
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SERV Wessex - Volunteer Bike Blood Runners
SERV Wessex is the worthy cause that club members decided to support for Cobweb 2018.
Background
SERV Wessex is a registered charity (No. 1156383) that provides a free out of hours transportation service for
NHS Hospitals in Hampshire, Dorset and Wiltshire, 365 days per year, between 19:00 and 06:00 weekday
evenings, and 24hrs a day at weekends and on public holidays. SERV Wessex transports blood products and
other urgent consignments, allowing hospitals to divert financial and staff resources elsewhere.
What do they transport?
•

Blood for transfusion, platelets or other blood products, which must be supplied in the
appropriate, insulated packaging.

•

Blood, urine or other tissue samples for analysis by pathology and microbiology laboratories

•

Human Milk

•

X-rays, scans and CDs

•

Patient notes

•

Any other medical items or small pieces of medical equipment

As well as making deliveries to Hospitals, they also handover material to other Blood Runner groups for onward
distribution in their areas. If necessary, they will take the delivery to its ultimate destination. It takes a lot of skill
and patience at 4am for the Controllers to organise these runs!
Currently there are prearranged handover points in Swindon, Newbury, Warminster, Alton, Camberley,
Chichester and Dorchester.

2017 Stats
This was a busy year for SERV Wessex, and in January they performed their 7000th run.
They performed over 1500 operational deliveries in 2017, carrying 1610 boxes of products and covering 111,000
miles, 72% of which was done by volunteers using their own vehicles and covering all their own costs.
The estimated saving to the NHS was £127,000. This was based on a standard mileage rate and doesn’t take
into account the extra costs for training, or the use of NHS front line vehicles if SERV Wessex hadn’t provided
this service.
PC
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Is It Me?
I was checking over the MGA ready for the
cobweb spin. All fluid levels, electrics’ etc
were correct but I noticed the fan belt looked
frayed. No problem, I’ll fit the spare one that
I keep under the spare wheel and buy another
one for reserve.
I slackened off the dynamo and took off the
old belt. It was a very tight and I had to lever
it off over the pully. I checked it against the
new one and against the parts list. All the
same and all correct - Unipart no 100900
printed on both. I popped the new one on, no
hang on! I can’t lower the dynamo enough to
get the belt onto the pully. What am I doing
wrong? I took the dynamo off completely and
checked the location and the clamp. All
correctly positioned. Try again. No it wont
stretch over the pulley. Try and try again. I
give up! Replacing a fan belt should be a
piece of cake. Is it me? Have I lost my touch?
This is something I have done many times
before. I compared the length of the old and the new. Yes the old one had stretched a bit so
I tried to put it back. It wouldn’t go back without levering it over the pully with a screw driver!
So, what was going on here? The engine had had major work about 4000 miles ago. The fan
belt was surely replaced then – so why was it now frayed after so little use. It had the correct
part number but may be it was too tight then and was levered on causing some damage.
Checking various blogs it seems
I’m not the first with this frustration,
both on MGAs and MGBs, but no
one seems to know why. The
solution is quite simple, order a
longer belt. The Unipart code
number is the metric length of the
belt and the next size up is ref No
900925. Price £6 from Moss. In
stock, next day delivery.
In just 20 minutes I had this new
belt fitted, properly tensioned it and
was back on the road. I knew it
should be a piece of cake!
David Marklew

7

Events Round-Up
Alton Croch Cooler
Easter Monday
April 1st - No fooling about
just great automobiles.
The weather managed to stay dry although the field was a challenge for some of the attending cars.
There were around 200 cars ranging in date from a 1938 DKW Auto Union F7 Meisterklasse right up
to cars from the late 1980s. The cut off is for cars built before 1990 so the TF stayed tuck up all cosy
in the garage. I am pleased to say we spotted one MG from the Winchester Owners club driven by Gill
& Richard.
On our return journey we passed through Alresford and took the opportunity to capture a picture the
of the last train of the day.

Tony & Sally
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Classic Cars Meet for Lunch
Waltham Chase host its monthly meet ups on the second Sunday in the month but the
organiser thought he would try a lunch meet up at the Milburys on Tuesday 20th March. The
weekend weather had been snow again but by the Tuesday it had melted and the sun came
out. Hank and I attended as Waltham Chase residents and it’s amazing to find out how many
classic cars owners live in or around Waltham Chase.

Pete C.
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Chichester MGOC - Amberley Meet

Four club cars and their intrepid owner’s headed off
through the early morning fog toward West Sussex for
the Chichester MGOC’s annual gathering. This year,
due to waterlogged ground the venue was switched
to the Amberley Chalk Pit Museum, North of Arundel
further upstream on the Arun. MGs were displayed in
various locations around the museum and there was
plenty to see. There were vintage bus rides and a
narrow gauge railway with both steam and diesel
locos running. The museum buildings held a wide
variety of vintage and nostalgic objects from the chalk
pit’s industrial past, such as its lime kilns, but also
domestic bygones with a particular theme of
electrical appliances. Vintage radios, televisions and
domestic kitchen equipment were all on display. There was wood turning and carving and brickmaking
exhibitions and one hall dedicated to road making equipment. The new restaurant did a steady trade
throughout the day (starting with full English breakfast). Chichester MGOC must be relieved that they pulled
off such a great event at short notice and are to be congratulated. It really sums up what a bad winter we have
had this year when it even rains for Chichester MGOC (never known it before!) and the forecast rain finally
arrived a lot later than anticipated, so the cars all got a good soaking on the way home. A good time was had
by all as the saying goes.

Steve F
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MGs' On The Box
How many programmes have you watched and seen an MG in? Here's a few in which they have been
spotted.
Last year, Sunday night on ITV, a red 1934 MG PA Sports was heavily featured in the popular series
of “The Durrells”. What you may not know is that the original colour was cream and brown, it was
resprayed red as character car. Brakes were converted to all round hydraulics. The engine fitted was
a Mini type A series and the gearbox was a Mowog unit replacing the old unit. The vehicle became
available at the end of the series; it had only done 12,986 miles and the asking price was £22,000, quite
cheap for its provenance.
The popular BBC “Antiques Road trip” series has had a number of MGBs, from roadsters to GT’s.
This year on the BBC “One Show” programme on Valentine’s Day, MG UK with some of its SUV cars
on show were used to do a parking stunt using an MG3.
Then in February, the new series of the comedy programme “Benidorm” had a Spanish registered
MGB roadster (black bumper model) driven by John Challis who plays Monty Staines.
The latest MG spotted was a late TF in Trophy Blue, on ITV’s “100 year Old Driving School” in March.
This programme was based around RoSPA who had set up their HQ at Hicks Gate Fire Station in
Bristol to test the driving ability of our ageing population of volunteers.
Pete C (Chief Spotter)
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Where has your hat been?
Don't forget to packyour WMGOC hat or other apparel when you are on your travels. Send
in a picture of you and your WMGOC hat (or your WMGOC Logo apparel) whilst on your travels
this year. There will be a prize for the "Best Travelled Hat or Logo" at the AGM in November.
Best travelled doesn't necesarilly mean the farthest travelled!
All entries to the editor.

Tony Blackmoor - Not the hat but the

fleece came in handy to go up
Mount Teide in Tenerife four
seasons the space of an hour

Heather and Michael Ellis on
a day out in Dubai.

Your picture here!

Steve Favell with a chap that he bumped in
to during the recent bout of wintery weather.
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Events Calendar for 2018: WMGOC events marked in RED
Date
nd
Sun 22
nd

Sun 22
nd
Sun 22
24

th

29

th

Bicester Sunday Scramble
Bill Rawles Classic Cars – Sunday Morning Cakes &
Coffee
WMGOC Club Drive - The Sun Inn at Dummer

White Lion Antiques Centre Classic Car meet

May
th
Sun 6
th
Sun 6
th
Mon 7
Bank Holiday
th
Mon 7
Sat/Sun
th
th
12 /13
th
13
th
13
th
th
19 /20
th
Sun 20
Sun 20

th

th

27
th
28
th
28
29

Event
National “Drive It” Day

th

June
rd
2nd/3
rd
Sun 3
rd

Sun 3
rd
Sun 3
Sun 10

th

th

24
th
24
th
26
July
th
Sat 7

Crotch Cooler British Car Sunday – Alton
Twyford Waterworks Spring Rally
Popham Airfield Aero-Auto Jumble, Classic Car
Rally, & Vintage Fly-in
King Alfred buses running day in Winchester
Bill Targett Memorial Steam Rally

Remarks
http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/heritage-culture-and-museums/driveit-day/
http://bicesterheritage.co.uk/tickets/sunday-scramble-tickets/
Four Marks
Meet from 7-00pm at the Cattle Market Car Park Winchester, at
the junction of Worthy Lane and Andover Road (entrance in
Worthy Lane). SO23 7AB.
Hartley Wintney

http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk/events/
https://www.popham-airfield.co.uk/classic-car-rally

Highbridge Road Eastleigh

th

24 New Forest International Car Run
Basingstoke Festyival of Transport
Beaulieu Spring Autojumble
MGs In The Park – Solent MGOC - Stansted Park
Bill Rawles Classic Cars – Sunday Morning Cakes &
Coffee
White Lion Antiques Centre Classic Car meet
King’s Worthy Parish Fete – WMGOC Display
Winchester City Football Ground
Classic Car Breakfast Meet
WMGOC Club Drive

MG Live at Silverstone
th
New Forest Run – 20 Anniversary
Southampton & New Forrest MGOC
Crotch Cooler American Sunday – Alton
South Hants Vehicle Preservation Society
Classic Car Show and Autojumble
Hampshire Garden Festival
Bere Mill Gardens, Whitchurch
CCOTP, Christchurch Quay
White Lion Antiques Centre Classic Car meet
WMGOC Club Drive

(Rotary)
900 vehicles – free entry
http://www.stanstedpark.co.uk/Events/mg-rally-22nd-may2016.html
Four Marks
Hartley Wintney
Volunteers required – Names to Steve Favell
TBC
Meeting point TBC

http://www.stanstedpark.co.uk/Events/mg-rally-22nd-may2016.html
http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk/events/
Queen Elizabeth Country Park, Hornedean
http://www.hampshiregardenfestival.co.uk
Names to Steve Penkethman
Hartley Wintney
Meeting point TBC

https://www.henstridgeclassicrevival.com

29
st
31

Blackmore Vale Revival
Silverstone Classic
Crotch Cooler Classic Car Sunday – Alton
Alton Bus Rally & Car Show
Broughton Pageant of Transport
Silverstone Classic
Storrington and District Classic and Sportscar
Enthusiasts (SADCASE) Show
Amberley Museum Classic Car Show
WMGOC Club Drive

August
th
Sun 5
th
5
th
th
24 – 26
th
th
24 – 28
th
28

Crotch Cooler Italian & French Sunday – Alton
Athelhampton Garden Party
Carfest South
Great Dorset Steam Fair
WMGOC Club Drive

http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk/events/
Bournmouth & Poole MGOC
http://www.carfest.org/welcome/welcome-to-carfest-south

st

Sun 1
th
Sun 15
th
Sun 15
th
nd
20 – 22
th
29
th

http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk/events/
Anstey Park
http://www.broughtonpageantoftransport.co.uk
https://www.silverstoneclassic.com
http://www.sadcase.co.uk
Near Chichester
Meeting point TBC

Meeting point TBC

13

Date
September
nd
Sun 2
nd
2
nd
2
th
th
7 –9

25

Event

Remarks

Crotch Cooler Meet
WSMGOC South Downs Run
CCOTP, Christchurch Quay
Goodwood Revival

Alton
http://wsmgoc.co.uk/south-downs-run.html
https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-events/goodwoodrevival/

Hinton Arms annual vintage vehicle meet
The Concord Club classic & sports car show
WMGOC Display at the Cathedral
The Doughnut Delight Charity Day
Andover Town Centre annual festival of motoring
WMGOC Club Drive

th

October
th
7
th
7
th
7
th
30

Eastleigh
Basingstoke MGOC
Meeting point TBC

Bicester Sunday Scramble
Crotch Cooler Meet
Thatcham Classic Car Show
WMGOC Club Night

Alton
Dunstan Green, 10am-3pm, £5 donation per car
The plough at Itchen Abbas

London to Brighton Run
NEC Classic Car Show
WMGOC Club Night

http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com
The plough at Itchen Abbas

November
th

9 – 11
th
27

th

December
th
26

Romsey Classic Car & Bike Meet – pre 1976

Hampshire Garden Festival
Please Book-In
We have been invited to provide a display of up to ten MGs at
the Hampshire Garden Festival, which is to be held on Sun 10th
June, at Bere Mill Gardens, Whitchurch. The event is in
support of The North Hampshire Medical Fund. As well as the
wonderful gardens there is a variety of activities on offer for a
good day, with local food and drink suppliers, music, workshops
and demonstrations and more...including GQT (Gardners
Question Time) on Sunday.
For more information, check out the website at
http://www.hampshiregardenfestival.co.uk
Entry is free for our cars and two people - To book a place, please contact Steve Penkethman.
And if you are interested, Alan Titchmarsh is attending the Gala Evening event on the evening of Sat 12th.....
see the website for more.
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MGB Rebuild
There is light at the end of the tunnel........
One of the jobs I was not looking forward to was fitting
the windscreen. In the end it wasn't too difficult, once
we had mastered the knack of holding the rubber seal
in the correct position. So, with the dash top, crash
rail, winscreen, bonnet and dashboard fitted, the car
was looking more like it should.

Now I just had to finish connecting the electrics to
the dashboard and I
would be ready to turn
the key, but instead I
hit the next snag, I had been sent the wrong wiring harness. The car is
a 1971 and sits on a changeover of models. MGOC replaced the
harness for the correct version, so it was dashboard out again for the
harness swap. That done we were back on track and progressing well,
when work was interrupted once more......my chief mechanic was
distracted by Easter!
Back in the garage, the fuel pump
was working, the engine turned and
had good oil pressure, there was a
good spark, and the engine started.
Success, and what a
great feeling. The rest of
the wiring harness was
now connected up to
lights, wipers and heater
etc, but along the way I
found how easy it is to fit
the 4-way fuse box upside
down! I was getting some wierd electrical happenings and
couldn't work them out against the wiring diagrams, but found the
answer to the problem on the MGOC Technical Forum. It's a great
resource with many very helpful mermbers.

It's now a case of fitting the quarterlights, door glass and the rest of the interior. It's at this point
of the rebuild when Tim reminds Fuzz that the car is being given back in the morning. Fuzz always
has it finished.....
Here's hoping that I can manage it by the next edition of the newsletter.

Steve Penkethman
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WMGOC Apparel
We have now organised a range of Regalia which you can order individually, so
choose your garment and colour from the chart. Prices include printed Logo.
When ordering please complete the corresponding form, ticking your choice
of colour and size. Take care with the size as returns are not possible!
Please send the form to:
Niall FitzGerald, 29 Monks Wood Close, Bassett Sot’on, SO16 3TT
Or, bring along to a Tuesday Club night.

Niall
Polo Shirt
Male Polo Ref KK403 - £16.50
Colour

Small

Female* Polo Ref KK703 - £16.50
Medium

Large

Ex Large

Bottle Green
Navy Blue
Magenta
Black
Jade
Purple
Mid Blue
Royal Blue
Women’s sizes available: are: 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22.
Please check the appropriate box or ring the woman’s size
required.

Fleece
Fleece Ref RE36A - £20.50
Colour

Small

Medium

Large

Ex Large

Forrest Green
Royal Blue
Burgundy
Black

Gilet
Gilet Ref RE37A - £18.00
Colour

Female* Polo Ref KK703 - £16.50

Small

Medium

Forrest Green
Royal Blue
Charcoal
Black
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Large

Ex Large

Sponsor Notices
The WMGOC would like to thank the following businesses who are supporting
the club via their advertising
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