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Please send your articles to the editor at the email address above by 10th of the month.
The newsletter should then be distributed to club members before the next monthly club night.
Pictures should be as large as possible and saved in either jpeg or png.

Winchester MGOC meet on the last Tuesday of the month at:
The Plough, Itchen Abbas, Nr Winchester, SO21 1BQ
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Secretary's Chat:
Our first club run of the year took us out
to The Sun Inn at Dummer where we
were able to present a cheque for
£487.19, proceeds of our cobweb Spin,
to Steve Waters of SERV Wessex. Our
first run of the year is always one of the
shortest as the evenings are not yet fully
drawn out in late April, but we managed
to arrive just around sunset and missed
The first Club Run of 2018
any rain on our outward journey that we
started from the Cattle Market carpark for a change. My carefully prepared notes from a dry run a few
days earlier contained warnings of some pretty nasty pot holes. But it would seem that in the
intervening days not only had the council been out and filled them in, but they had also resurfaced
almost the entire road from the Kings Worthy to Stoke Charity. If you have any bad road surfaces near
you, let us know and we will try to include them in a run. You never know, it might happen again!
Thanks to Richard & Gillian who are
arranging our club run this month.
Tony and Sally have volunteered to
prepare June’s run and Neil and Nita
July. We just have August outstanding
now.
The Alton meet at the Departure
Lounge on the first Sunday of the
month was held in glorious sunshine
which drew the cars out. There must
have been a couple of hundred in total
and the sloping site seems to have the
advantage in drying out quickly as there was no
real sign of the downpours in the preceding
days.
We are well into the show season now, some
weekends having several on locally to choose
from. We have a selection of cars booked to
display at the Kings Worthy Fete on Bank
holiday Monday and 10th June we are displaying
at the Whitchurch Garden Festival. Don’t forget
to check out the Calendar listings.

.......another F in blue !!

Steve
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Chairman's Notes
A different sort of Drive It Day
Having friends to stay at the weekend
we were unable to go on a Drive It day
organised run. So when our friends
left late Sunday morning we decided
to get a different type of horse power
out and go enjoy the day’s sunshine
and find some classic cars on route.
So we set off out from home at
Waltham Chase and headed up to
Portsdown Hill and Fort Nelson to
view the “Poppy Wave”.
There was a collection of classic cars on show at the fort although their owners were
coming and going as it was a stop off on route for them.
We got chatting to some of the classic car owners and by the time we looked at going
into Fort Nelson, the queue was very long and about a 45 minute wait.
We moved on as we could come back in the week (which is what we did) and stopped
off at the mobile café by the roundabout for a cup of tea before making our way home
via Southwick.
Southwick is holding its D-Day Revival Event 9th – 10th June if you wish to pop along.

Peter
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SERV Wessex Volunteer Bike Blood
Runners
The letter below was received following
the presentation of the cheque to SERV
Wessex at the last Club Night run. The
article is from the SERV Wessex
newsletter.
Peter Cranstone
Winchester MG Club
25thApril 2018
Dear Peter
On behalf of the committee and members of SERV Wessex we would like to thank you for the
generous donation and collection of £487.19 raised by the members of The Winchester MG Club. In
the last two years we have supported more hospitals in the Wessex region, and every penny we
receive is used on the operational costs of running the charity.
We are grateful for all and any donations to enable us to continue to help the NHS save lives and
valuable resources. Each year the total number of runs undertaken by SERV Wessex has increased, so
all donations are greatly appreciated and allows us to continue with this worthwhile work.
With kind regards

Danny Brown
Chair
SERV Wessex
Charity 1156383
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Events Round-Up
Mash Brewery Visit
Saturday 14th April morning started out to be
foggy. By the time the CAMRA (Campaign for
Real Ale) team of Richard & Gillian, Tony, Heather
& Mike, Hank & Jane, Andy & Jan, David, Nita &
Neil and Karen & Peter met up in Chilbolton
Avenue, the sun was shining and the air was
warming up for the tops to come down.
We did a short drive to East Stratton to the
brewery, which is located in a farm building. We
were met by Grahame and Andrew who are the
partners that are running the micro-brewery
which started in a kitchen from a modified cool
box and a love for beer.

Andrew gave us over an hour's talk, taking us
through the whole brewing process and the
equipment being used, starting with the
purification tower of mains water as the site
does not have its own well. We then moved
onto the various English and German malts
used in the process to make their various ales
from Pale, Cooper, Gold, Amber and a Stout.
The final ingredient which gives us the alcohol
is the English and American hops used. Whilst
we were given this in-depth insight to
brewing, it was rude not to sample the ales on
the way.
A few things we found out was that every brewery is
checked on the amount of malt brought in, to the
amount of ale produced, by the Inland Revenue, so
no brewing the books here! Also we are the highest
taxed country in Europe for beer. Finally, when you
see barrels outside a pub or restaurant, have a good
look at them, what you will see will be different
coloured bands or just plain. The reason for this is to
distinguish one brewery from another and so they
don’t pick up another’s barrel on collection.
The visit finished off with a ploughman’s lunch which
complimented the ales. Everyone thanked Andrew
and Grahame and I think everyone left with a bottle
or two.
PC
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Bicester Sunday Scramble 0n Drive-It Day
Dating from 1923 the old RAF base at Bicester is the best
preserved bomber airfield of the WW2 period and has
more recently found a new life as the UKs first centre for
historic motoring. The preserved buildings and hangars
are now home to many specialist businesses restoring and
storing classic and vintage vehicles. There are also
training facilities to bring on the next generation of
restorers via specialist apprenticeships. At each visit the
progress on restoring the previously dilapidated building
can clearly be seen and while there is a lot still to do, so
much has already been achieved. The site is also still an
active grass airfield with much glider activity and vintage biplanes coming and going.
Having been to a ‘scramble’ before I decided to set off early on
a murky Sunday morning to ensure I arrived shortly after the
scheduled 9-00am opening to beat the rush and make sure of
a good parking spot. The sun burnt off the mist as I headed up
the A34 and joined a steady stream of classics and sports cars
all with the same idea. Arriving at Bicester I found myself on
the end of a long queue that steadily headed to the airfield and
then snaked around the perimeter track. The place looked like
it was already packed and I avoided the club areas with their
rows of cars lined up on the grass and headed in towards the
airfield buildings and hangars to try to find one of the last
spaces on the roadways which provide a much more
interesting backdrop. Over 6,000 visitors were recorded on the
day and more than 1,000 classics, the biggest ever ‘Scramble’
so far.

Hopefully the pictures will convey the atmosphere of the day
and give some flavour of what was there to be seen. From
modern exotic sports cars to their 1920s and 1930s
equivalents. American muscle and more mundane family
saloons. Motorcycles, military vehicles and even a platoon of
Dad’s Army Home Guards. It would be hard to think of
something that wasn’t there. The building of course providing
that extra special period backdrop. With an advance ticket
costing less than a fiver, a real bargain. Worth the drive of just
over an hour or so up the A34.

Steve F
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Alton Crotch Cooler Meet

The Crotch Cooler meet at the
Departure Lounge Café, Alton takes
place on the first Sunday of the month
from 2pm although when the weather
is good, as it was for this month, the
place starts to fill up from about 1pm.
There is always plenty of room though,
so there is no fear of not being able to
get in if you arrive later, although the
coffee queue might be a little longer.
There is a pre-1990 dateline that is strictly adhered
to, no matter how exotic a vehicle you turn up in,
but that said, you would only be directed to an area
just beyond the main display, so it is not as if you
would feel left out. As always there was a good mix
with plenty of Americans, customs and classic
sports and saloons of the 50s, 60s and 70s. About
200 cars turned up and there is always something
unusual to see.
WMGOC members Richard and Gillian
Harcourt-Brown were there in their Black MGC
GT and Richard smiled as he mentioned
explaining how rare the MGC GT version was
only to have another pull up alongside midsentence. Richard led us back to Winchester via
a great back route that would be ideal for one of
our club runs. (HINT HINT).

Steve F
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King Alfred Buses Running Day
Winchester

I took the Magnette into Winchester on Bank

Holiday Monday to join in with the King Alfred
Buses running day.

There were about 15 services running
from the Broadway and also this year
from the Cattle Market car park.

There were some open top buses running a
regular shuttle service between the two
areas, plus some coaches on the longer
routes.

All journeys are free and you certainly get a
different perspective from the top deck,
especially on the open tops.

Steve F
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Bill Targett Memorial Steam Fair

Popped along to this two day annual steam fair at Highbridge near Eastleigh on Sunday
13th and as usual there were plenty of steam traction engines to see, taking their turn in
the arena alongside classic cars, commercials and fire engines etc. Spotted WMGOC
member Chris Budden’s MG TF (pictured) but no sign of Chris ! The Sunday date clashed
with the massive Basingstoke Festival of Transport but it didn’t seem to affect attendance
of either public or exhibitors who I suspect are loyal regulars. The number of campervans
in the car park also suggests that they make a full weekend of it.
Regards

Steve F
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For F's Sake
Now the sun is here the F is being
used more frequently but there were a
couple of issues to be addressed. On
a couple of occasions I thought
something was amiss. There were
times when there was a silence when
there should have been the clicking,
then one day I noticed that the
indicators were not working.
For the year that I’ve owned the car I
was aware that it sat rather low. The
suspension was in need of a pump
up. I’m happy to adjust the air
suspension on my mountain bike but
I thought (safety) I’d get a
professional to sort this one for me. I
had had a go at getting the indicators to work. I changed the flasher unit. I had checked the earthing
of that circuit. I had given up and booked the F into Martins, Winnall, who were once MG agents.
On collecting the car I was told they couldn’t fix the indicators, which I thought odd for a large
commercial enterprise. Do they not employ a specialist auto-electrician? Apparently not. This,
coupled with past experience where they failed to fix the air conditioning in the ZT-T precludes Martins
from my list of recommended workshops. No matter. The suspension was back to proper ride height
and more comfortable on the road.
I turned to Google, exposing myself to the data harvesters, and searched for ‘auto-electrician’. I found
and called Matt Jordan (07789 638777), a mobile auto-electrician based in Fair Oak, who said he could
call in the following day. He diagnosed a broken wire behind the dash and ran in a bypass wire (rather
than remove panels and strip the loom). Voila! Sorted.
Now, back in the autumn we had a sunny but cool day and I decided on a roof down drive. I folded
the hood back without bothering to unzip the rear screen. I know. Bad practice. To be honest I didn’t
much care. The rear screen was opaque, despite several applications of some very expensive liquid
that the advert assured me would address the problem. Anyway, on that cold and crisp morning I
managed to split said screen. Not a problem really as I had planned to replace it anyway.
I ordered a screen from MGFMania. It arrived and the carton sat in the hallway through Christmas,
through January, through February, despite some suggestion from Margot that it was unsightly.
Eventually, toward the end of March, I got a round toit (never seen a square one). The man from
MGFMania has some ‘how to do it’ videos on YouTube showing how easy the job is. He claims 15
minutes to get the old screen out and the new one in. I followed his advice and it was a quick job
(although my late father would NOT have been impressed at me using one of his wood chisels to
remove the rivets...) with more time being spent on finding the tools and putting them away after than
doing the job. Apart from the practical value of being able to see through the screen the improvement
on the overall aesthetic is marked.
So, several jobs done and a new MoT (with no advisories) suggests that that little bit of TLC was well
worth the effort. Pretty good motoring for £950.

Dave T
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Events Calendar for 2018: WMGOC events marked in RED
Date
May
th
th
19 /20
th
Sun 20
th

Sun 20
th

27
th
28
th
28
th

29
June
rd
2nd/3
rd
Sun 3
rd

Sun 3
rd
Sun 3
th

Sun 10
th

24
th
24
th
26
July
th
Sat 7
st

Sun 1
th
Sun 15
th
Sun 15
th
nd
20 – 22
th
29
th

29
st
31
August
th
Sun 5
th
5
th
th
24 – 26
th
th
24 – 28
th
28
September
nd
Sun 2
nd
2
nd
2
th
th
7 –9

th

25
October
th
7
th
7
th
7
th
30
November
th

th

9 – 11
th
27
December
th
26

Event

Remarks

Beaulieu Spring Autojumble
MGs In The Park – Solent MGOC - Stansted Park
Bill Rawles Classic Cars – Sunday Morning Cakes &
Coffee
White Lion Antiques Centre Classic Car meet
Kings Worthy Parish Fete – WMGOC Display
Winchester City Football Ground
Classic Car Breakfast Meet
WMGOC Club Drive
MG Live at Silverstone
th
New Forest Run – 20 Anniversary
Southampton & New Forrest MGOC
Crotch Cooler American Sunday – Alton
South Hants Vehicle Preservation Society
Classic Car Show and Autojumble
Hampshire Garden Festival
Bere Mill Gardens, Whitchurch
CCOTP, Christchurch Quay
White Lion Antiques Centre Classic Car meet
WMGOC Club Drive

http://www.stanstedpark.co.uk/Events/mg-rally-22nd-may2016.html
Four Marks
Hartley Wintney
All places now taken
TBC
Meeting point TBC

http://www.stanstedpark.co.uk/Events/mg-rally-22nd-may2016.html
http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk/events/
Queen Elizabeth Country Park, Hornedean
http://www.hampshiregardenfestival.co.uk
Names to Steve Penkethman
Hartley Wintney
Meeting point TBC

Blackmore Vale Revival
Silverstone Classic
Crotch Cooler Classic Car Sunday – Alton
Alton Bus Rally & Car Show
Broughton Pageant of Transport
Silverstone Classic
Storrington and District Classic and Sportscar
Enthusiasts (SADCASE) Show
Amberley Museum Classic Car Show
WMGOC Club Drive

https://www.henstridgeclassicrevival.com

Crotch Cooler Italian & French Sunday – Alton
Athelhampton Garden Party
Carfest South
Great Dorset Steam Fair
WMGOC Club Drive

http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk/events/
Bournmouth & Poole MGOC
http://www.carfest.org/welcome/welcome-to-carfest-south

Crotch Cooler Meet
WSMGOC South Downs Run
CCOTP, Christchurch Quay
Goodwood Revival

Alton
http://wsmgoc.co.uk/south-downs-run.html

http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk/events/
Anstey Park
http://www.broughtonpageantoftransport.co.uk
https://www.silverstoneclassic.com
http://www.sadcase.co.uk
Near Chichester
Meeting point TBC

Meeting point TBC

https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-events/goodwoodrevival/

Hinton Arms annual vintage vehicle meet
The Concord Club classic & sports car show
WMGOC Display at the Cathedral
The Doughnut Delight Charity Day
Andover Town Centre annual festival of motoring
WMGOC Club Drive

Eastleigh
Basingstoke MGOC
Meeting point TBC

Bicester Sunday Scramble
Crotch Cooler Meet
Thatcham Classic Car Show
WMGOC Club Night

Alton
Dunstan Green, 10am-3pm, £5 donation per car
The plough at Itchen Abbas

London to Brighton Run
NEC Classic Car Show
WMGOC Club Night

http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com
The plough at Itchen Abbas

Romsey Classic Car & Bike Meet – pre 1976
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Don't Forget to Book-In
Hampshire Garden Festival
Sunday 10th June
We have been invited to provide a display of up to
ten MGs at the Hampshire Garden Festival, which
is to be held on Sun 10th June, at Bere Mill Gardens,
Whitchurch. The event is in support of The North
Hampshire Medical Fund. As well as the wonderful
gardens there is a variety of activities on offer for a
good day, with local food and drink suppliers,
music, workshops and demonstrations and
more...including GQT (Gardners Question Time)
on Sunday.

For more information, check out the website at
http://www.hampshiregardenfestival.co.uk
Entry is free for our cars and two people To book a place, please contact Steve Penkethman ASP
And if you are interested, Alan Titchmarsh is attending the Gala Evening event on the
evening of Sat 12th..... see the website for more.

Changes to the MOT TEST
I am sure that by now you are all aware of the changes to the MOT test that will affect
most of us with our cars, both old and older.
Thank you to Don Narramore, who sent in the following link to the "Classic & Sports Car"
site for those that want to check the facts. There is a good explanation of "things that you
need to know" and further links to detailed information.
http://www.classicandsportscar.com/features/mot-exemption-changes-2018-13-things-youneed-know
You can read the full government guidelines here:
Overview of MoT changes from May 2018
Vehicles of Historic Interest (VHI): Substantial change guidance
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MGB Rebuild
The final stages.......
Well, I am on the final stages of rebuilding our 1971
MGB Roadster. I have been working in a large barn
on a local Andover farm so that I had room to work on
the car, which meant that I was restricted to working
at weekends for most of the time. But at last the car
could move under it's own power, so it was
transported home where I could move it in and out of
my small garage and I could work on it in during the
lighter evenings.

Carpet, seats and new interior were next to be
fitted. I had treated the seats with a special "plastic
paint" to change the colour from black to red. I
wanted to retain the original seats and this stuff had
worked for Ed China on Wheeler Dealers. I wait to
see whether the paint is good enough to stay on the
seats and not on my pants.
I found the side windows particularly fiddley to fit and
the door anti-burst locks took a certain amount of
fettling to get right, but the end result was good and
the doors now shut like a Rolls Royce!
I had to build up courage before putting the drill bit to
my new paintwork to make holes for the trim screws,
studs and all of the other ancilliary fittings. Lots of
"measure twice, cut once" was employed.
I had now reached MOT stage so I booked the car in
with RVS Garage Services in Ludgershall, who had
rebuilt the engine. Rick, the owner, checked over my
work before taking the car to the MOT test, and it was
a great feeling when the car passed with no
advisories.
So 18 months after stripping down the old Red
MGB, I am fitting the hood and final shiny bits (It
was only going to be a quick spray job).
We should be ready for the next Winchester
MGOC Club Night run on Tuesday 29th May,
and we look forward to seeing you there.
Oh yes, and I have a box of spares and bits still
to fit, so I won't have to go Cold Turkey!!
I must thank Belinda for her understanding and
patience with my garage obsession. Mind you,
I haven't shown her the MGA project that I have
spotted on a classic car website..........

Happy MGing
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Steve P

WMGOC Apparel
We have now organised a range of Regalia which you can order individually, so
choose your garment and colour from the chart. Prices include printed Logo.
When ordering please complete the corresponding form, ticking your choice
of colour and size. Take care with the size as returns are not possible!
Please send the form to:
Niall FitzGerald, 29 Monks Wood Close, Bassett Sot’on, SO16 3TT
Or, bring along to a Tuesday Club night.

Niall
Polo Shirt
Male Polo Ref KK403 - £16.50
Colour

Small

Female* Polo Ref KK703 - £16.50
Medium

Large

Ex Large

Bottle Green
Navy Blue
Magenta
Black
Jade
Purple
Mid Blue
Royal Blue
Women’s sizes available: are: 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22.
Please check the appropriate box or ring the woman’s size
required.

Fleece
Fleece Ref RE36A - £20.50
Colour

Small

Medium

Large

Ex Large

Forrest Green
Royal Blue
Burgundy
Black

Gilet
Gilet Ref RE37A - £18.00
Colour

Female* Polo Ref KK703 - £16.50

Small

Medium

Forrest Green
Royal Blue
Charcoal
Black
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Large

Ex Large

Sponsor Notices
The WMGOC would like to thank the following businesses who are supporting
the club via their advertising
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