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Please send your articles to the editor at the email address above by 10th of the month.
The newsletter will be distributed to club members before the next monthly club night. Pictures
should be as large as possible and saved in either jpeg or png.

Winchester MGOC meet on the last Tuesday of the month with
a Club Drive in Summer and a pub night in Winter. Check the
Events pages, or contact the Club Secretary for details
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Secretary's Chat

June's Club Run - At the Hinton Arms
As we start to enter the summer ‘silly season’ it is usual to expect our club night numbers to dwindle
a little as members head off to sunnier climes for their annual holidays. Last month we seemed to be
bucking the trend, with a very good turn-out on our mid-summer run and weather that was a hotter
than some holiday destinations. Thank you to Tony & Sally Blackmoor for organising the run from
Alresford Station to the Hinton Arms near Cheriton. There was interest from locals seeing our
gathering at the start point and once again on arrival at the pub. Our hosts did a grand job in serving
up so many meals in a short space of time and presenting us with great food with generous helpings.
We were made to feel very welcome. I picked up a flyer for their annual vintage vehicle meet in
September which is reproduced in this issue. As reported last month there are plenty of events of all
types in the calendar at the moment, so do have a browse and let me know if you fancy heading up
a group visit to any of them, even if only to travel in company. As well as local events, we have some
reports from a little further afield this month. If you spot anything on your travels a photo or two and
a report for the newsletter (especially featuring your WMGOC hat) is always welcome. Our July club
run, initial details of which you should already have received, will be a slightly different ‘post code’ run,
organised by Neil & Nita Simpson. Bring along a SatNav if you can – this could be interesting!
Regards

Steve
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Chairman's Notes
Just before going on holiday towards the end of June, fuel prices were rising on a daily basis. Petrol and
diesel prices are currently at a three-and-a-half year high, despite the fact that we have had seven years,
and eight budgets where fuel duty has been frozen. The fuel duty freeze is estimated to have cost the
Treasury around £7 billion since 2011.
The freeze in fuel duty means that, on average, we’re paying 13% less than we could be; we could be
paying mean prices as high as £1.58 per litre. A proposal has been put forward to a 13% rise in fuel duty,
leading to an extra 8p per litre, making tax 71.28p per litre. Highway robbery comes to mind!
A report by Greener Journeys, has stated that road users are paying too little for the use of the roads when
compared to the cost associated with them, these costs include: congestion, accidents, local air pollution,
noise, greenhouse gas emissions, harm to the landscape and biodiversity.
They also alleged that the static fuel duty has led to a 4% increase in traffic growth, which in turn has meant
higher congestion and increased pollution; an additional 4.5 million tonnes of CO2 and 12,000 tonnes of
NOx are all directly contributable to the fuel duty freeze according to their study.
They also go on to say that the ‘low cost’ of fuel, public transport usage has dropped by 1.3% for rail and
3.9% buses, which equates to about 60 million fewer rail journeys, and 200 million fewer bus journeys.
I don’t think they live in the countryside, have you tried to get a bus or train to suit you?
The financial year 2019/20, the Government has stated that fuel duty will increase in line with the Retail
Price Index. Greener Journeys say this has to be an absolute minimum if it’s to “send the right price signals
to consumers”.
Families are having to choose between fuel or food, in fact, 38% of respondents in an AA survey were
having to adjust their driving/spending habit as a result of increasingly high fuel prices, how high would
that number be if fuel was 8p a litre more expensive?
Vehicle ownership is not a luxury. For many of us, it’s an absolute necessity; public transport infrastructure
is pitiful and society has been developed around personal transport, out-of-town retail centres is one
example.
The roads policy spokesman Nicholas Lyes of the RAC has firmly stated that the Government should
consider helping the motorist out, and reduce fuel duty, going so far as to ask whether deliberately raising
fuel prices will actually stop people driving, or just make those motorists without a viable alternative
“significantly poorer”?
He also said – taxation of the motorist via fuel duty is not viable long term, thanks to increasing use of
hybrid or electric vehicles, finding an alternative is likely to be “controversial, and potentially, a political
time bomb”.
There is some good news, despite the recommendations of the Greener Journeys report, the whole issue
of fuel duty is so politically toxic that you can almost guarantee that any political party will tread carefully
around the subject – it’s very doubtful that we’ll see a rise to 71.28p a litre fuel duty overnight or could we?
Another area not mentioned is what effect Brexit will have or not, on fuel cost. Could it come down?
We are still paying near to eighty percent tax on fuel, excluding VED, and the price of oil has been rising
almost daily, so despite the best efforts of the Government (band of masked robbers) to stem the rise,
fuel prices are at a high, and we’re the ones paying the price whether for work or leisure use. At least we
have a smile whilst driving our MG’s, so keep calm and carry on.

Peter
3

From the Editor
Articles
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to the newsletter once again. As the Summer continues
don't forget to take a picture of you and your car (and maybe your hat) when you are out and about, and
send them to the editor at steve.penk@btinternet.com.
Items For Sale or Wanted
Are you looking for a particular part for your MG? Do you have one for sale? Send the details to the
editor and they will be included in the next edition of the newsletter.
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TF Tech News
Wiring issues on your MGF or TF is no different to
other car manufacturers, they're all trying to cut down
on the price of an item and on wiring looms it’s done
on length. So if your boot light or higher brake light is
not working, the most common place is where the
loom “Y” branches near the rear boot lid hinge on the
nearside of the car (see photo).
This is easily repaired by cutting and soldering in
longer equal length of wires of the same amperage
with the nearest colour match. What you want to achieve is more flexibility in the loom around this point
so it does not fracture again. If you can’t get the right wiring, find your local recycling breakers yard and
see if they have a doner MGF or TF to cut off the loom part you need.
At some point you may well get the throttle feeling stiff
or its not returning as it once did (usually more slowly),
or not returning to the fully closed position, causing
higher rpm at idle or on deaccelerating. An over
adjusted cable adjuster could be at fault but the usually
cause is quite simple, the cable needs to be lubricated
and is very rarely done. The area that is at the heart
of the issue is where the throttle cable comes up and
over (through the body work in the engine bay area on
the offside) and down behind the driver’s seat (see
photo). This area of the cable gets dry as it sits high
compared to the rest of the cable's run. You will require
either a plastic bag with an elastic band (old method and messy), but the best result is to purchase a
motorcycle cable oiler tool, to lubricate the cable. Simply remove the cable adjuster support from the inlet
manifold and disconnect the cable and barrel nipple end from the throttle quadrant. Raise the cable high
and cable tie it to the boot lid, using either the above methods, lubricate the cable and allow plenty of time
for the lubricant to get into and down the cable. Once done, refit in reverse to removal and remember
to make sure the cable has sufficient slack to allow the throttle to full close.
Your indicator is not self-cancelling as it once did. This
could be down to two things, the first is a fault within the
stalk arm unit or the cancelling cam. You will see in the
photo a worn and new cancelling cam. You can see
the raised metal lugs on the left are well worn, low and
bending backwards, whereas the new one on the right
are high and proud as theses fit into the recesses in the
back of your steering wheel. Always when refitting the
steering wheel, make sure you get the cam lugs
seating correctly into the back of the steering wheel, if
you don’t, you will damage the cam and bend the lugs
downwards as your tighten the centre nut.

Pete C
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Events Round-Up
WMGOC members arriving at
the July Alton 'Crotch Cooler'
meet on 1st July.

Alton Crotch Cooler Meet

Pictured is Richard and Gillian
Harcourt-Brown in their B
Roadster, David Renwick in
his TD, and Steve Favell in his
B GT.
Pictures courtesy of
Chris Knowles
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Blackmoor Vale Revival
7th July

I woke at around five to yet another beautiful day, downed a hearty breakfast, folded back the hood
of the MGF and set off for Henstridge. I made it to the New Forest before pulling over and donning
a gilet. It was a bit fresh at 70 mph.
By chance Henstridge airfield is just a stone’s throw from Stalbridge where I bought my MGB some
twelve years ago. The drive down was a breeze.... arriving just after 08:30, half an hour early yet all
was set up and ready with one full line of classics parked up already. The bonus of arriving early was
that I was treated to a parade as other classics drove in through the gate.
The usual array of craft tents formed a separate area where there was a tea and cake marquee (tested
and found adequate). The arena was, in my view, under used. There was the usual parade comprising
displays from various participating clubs but six cars in such a large space does not create much of
a visual impact especially when the participants simply drove in and parked without doing a lap. The
compere was more at home with aircraft than cars and the audience received a pretty comprehensive
description of the two Tiger Moths and a home-made ‘sports tourer’ that were on display.
The classic car display area was well populated with a broad selection of motoring history. Cars from
all eras of motoring from the 1920s to the 2000s. And plenty of them. Amongst those bearing a ‘for
sale’ sign was a Ferrari SWB GTO (evocation). Whilst not my ‘cuppa tea’ it was beautifully finished.
There was no shortage of MGs from the ‘40s through to the MGF era.
I met up with one of our senior members, Wil Wilkinson who had driven up from Chard. After a good
yarn I made my excuses and departed. No, not to get home to watch the football but to call into a
‘toy shop’ at Three Legged Cross – but that’s a tale of no interest to us (in case my wife reads this).
Overall I would commend this event to WMGOC Members.

More pictures on the next page........
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Dave T

Blackmoor Vale Revival
7th July
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Broughton Pageant of Transport - 15 July
I rolled up at the Broughton Pageant and told
the man on the gate that I was Winchester
MGOC. He looked a little confused and after
a pause for thought said ‘I don’t think that
anyone from that club have turned up. He told
me to park up with some MGBs. For a while
I thought I was the only MGF in the pageant
until I spotted a silver ‘manual’ of the same
vintage as mine. By chance I spotted yet
another as I drove home.
The event was much the same as last year or should I say that
it was equally as good as last year. Steam road and ploughing
engines, pre-war cars, tractors from the past and cars from all
post war eras, including some very nice modern cars. I
spotted three TT cycles that, according to the guy who
brought them, had some Sky cast offs on them. Each one was
probably worth more than some of the cars. I’d hang one on
my wall – works of art in carbon-fibre.
The band wasn’t at all bad. I bumped into friends who where in
attendance with their tractors and so we sat sipping tea and
listened.
I cannot complain about the heat but steps had to be taken to
ameliorate the impact of the sun and dehydration. A pint of
‘Golden’ and a buffalo burger seemed to do the trick. And so the
day rolled on. Just one more wander round… and every time I
spotted something else of interest. Model aircraft, rockets, military vehicles and kit. I didn’t go for a ride
in any of the exotic cars but I would have squandered some cash for a ride in a race modified mark 1 Ford
Escort.
Do make a note for next year as this is a jolly good local show.

Dave T
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Cars in the Park
I regularly take a trip back ‘home’ to visit family in North
London and last year stumbled across “Cars in the
Park”. This year I was reminded of the date and luckily
it coincided with a planned trip so I made a second visit
and found that it has grown in popularity. The East
Barnet Festival is held over a weekend in Oakhill Park
and while the Saturday focusses on the Funfair and Live
Bands on two stages, the Sunday is supplemented with
a Classic Car show. It is all free to enter and the
sunshine helped to boost the crowds.

The car show has no real rules it seems and if you’re
proud of it, you can bring it along. You get proper old
vintage stuff alongside American muscle cars, customs, classic family saloons, kit cars and modern stuff.
Everything is welcome and it makes for an interesting mix. MGs were of course well represented with individuals
and club entries. I got chatting to a guy who had brought along his MG TD and had a little story board on display
explaining that it was the very first car that he had bought and he had owned it for 54 years. There must be
something about TDs. I told him about our very own David Renwick who has also owned his for over 50 years
but wasn’t sure if it was quite 54 years though. Come on David, pull your finger out ! This guy might be slightly
ahead ! There was also a local MG club with a large display of cars from the MG Rover era which seem to be
gaining a loyal following. A show which is a little outside
our usual area, but I thought it might be of interest.
Regards

Steve F
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Events Calendar for 2018: WMGOC events marked in RED
Date
July
th
nd
20 – 22
nd
22
th

28

th

29

th

29
st
31

August
th
Sun 5
th
5
th

11

th

12
rd
th
23 – 27
th
th
24 – 26
th
28
September
nd
Sun 2
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
nd
2
th
th
8 -10
th

Sat 15

th

Sat 15
rd

23
th
25
October
th
7
th
7
th
7
th
30
November
th

th

9 – 11
th
27
December
th
26

Event

Remarks

Silverstone Classic
Bill Rawles Classic Cars
Sunday Morning Cakes and Coffee
Classic Cars on the Quay

https://www.silverstoneclassic.com
Four Marks

Storrington and District Classic and Sportscar
Enthusiasts (SADCASE) Show
Amberley Museum Classic Car Show
WMGOC Club Drive – The Postcode Caper
Organised by Neil & Nita Simpson
mog@cheerful.com Tel: 07771 523694

http://www.sadcase.co.uk

Crotch Cooler – Alton
Lymington Summer Spectacular & Classic Car
Show
WW1 parade from Bovington to the Great Dorset
Steam Fair via Blandford
Athelhampton Garden Party
Great Dorset Steam Fair
Radio 2 Carfest South
WMGOC Club Drive

http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk/events/

Crotch Cooler Meet
WSMGOC South Downs Run
CCOTP, Christchurch Quay
Hinton Arms annual vintage vehicle meet
The Concord Club classic & sports car show
Goodwood Revival

Alton
http://wsmgoc.co.uk/south-downs-run.html

Hythe Marina Village 9.30 – 15.30

Near Chichester
Meeting – Winchester Science Museum
Destination – The Abbots Mitre. Set off from 1900hrs

Bournemouth & Poole MGOC
http://www.carfest.org/welcome/welcome-to-carfest-south
Meeting point TBC

Eastleigh
https://www.goodwood.com/flagship-events/goodwoodrevival/
Watch-out for further notices

Hampshire Open Days
WMGOC Display at Winchester Cathedral
The King’s Royal Hussars Families Day
Vintage & Classic Car Display in Tidworth
Tanks and more to see
The Doughnut Run - Basingstoke MGOC
WMGOC Club Drive

Event is TBC at the moment – If you are interested in attending,
please contact Steve Penkethman
Entry forms from: www.basingstokemgclub.co.uk
Meeting point TBC

Bicester Sunday Scramble
Crotch Cooler Meet
Thatcham Classic Car Show
WMGOC Club Night

Alton
Dunstan Green, 10am-3pm, £5 donation per car
The plough at Itchen Abbas

London to Brighton Run
NEC Classic Car Show
WMGOC Club Night

http://www.necclassicmotorshow.com
The plough at Itchen Abbas

Romsey Classic Car & Bike Meet – pre 1976

Changes to the MOT TEST
I am sure that by now you are all aware of the changes to the MOT test that will affect
most of us with our cars, both old and older.
Thank you to Don Narramore, who sent in the following link to the "Classic & Sports Car"
site for those who wish to check the facts. There is a good explanation of "things that you
need to know" and further links to detailed information.
http://www.classicandsportscar.com/features/mot-exemption-changes-2018-13-thingsyou-need-know
You can read the full government guidelines here:
Overview of MoT changes from May 2018
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A Small Piece of
Lifesaving Kit

A few weeks ago on a sunny afternoon we took the TF out for a spin and ended up at Selsey.
On display at the RNLI lifeboat station was this small piece of equipment to get the lifeboat in
and out of the water. The tractor unit you see in the photos had some awesome torque to push
and pull the boat and launch over the pebble beach.
It was interesting to hear the RNLI staff member talking to a group of children saying that you
don’t see the likes of Beckham donating and putting their name on a lifeboat, its only normal
people who generously donate to such a worthy cause.
The RLNI is a worthy cause to
support as I know a number of
our members do sail along with
the many of us who travel on a
ferry.
Here’s to the RNLI volunteers.

Pete C
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Notices - Wanted - For Sale
Recomendations for your MG
The following businesses have been recommended by club members. If you have received good service for
your MG, let the editor know and add to the list.
Company Name
Meon Valley Garage Doors
The Trimming Centre
Bodycraft
Andy Jewell
RVS Garage Services

Services Offered
Garage Door Replacements/Service
Webasto Sunroof and trimming
Specialists
Body and paint specialist
Paintless dent removal
Servicing / Engine Rebuild

Location
Waltham Chase

Website Address
http://www.meonvalleygaragedoors.co.uk

Recommended by
Pete Cranstone

Lewes, East Sussex
Shirrell Heath, Swanmore

http://www.thetrimmingcentre.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/bodycraftautomotive
http://www.andyjewell.co.uk/
http://www.rvsgarageservices.co.uk

Richard Harcourt-Brown
Richard Harcourt-Brown
Richard Harcourt-Brown
Steve Penkethman

Ludgershall

Please Note: These are personal recommendations rather than endorsments from WMGOC. For further
information, contact the person making the recommendation.

Items Wanted and For Sale
Do you have MG or motoring related items wanted or for sale? Advertise them to Club members here. Send
details to the editor.

I have the following items available Free to a good home:
4 x Rostyle Wheels
MG B Exhaust Manifold
Contact Steve Penkethman

For Sale - MG A
Original UK Supplied RHD Car, Heritage Certificate, Lots of new parts fitted in last 4 years - too many
to list. Very good condition overall, recent new Michelin tyres, Drives well, Lots of documents, bills,
18 old Mots, only 3 previous owners, previous owner had it 25 years, condition 2, been on many local
club runs, soft top, side windows and tonneau cover all very good. Orient Red, Black leather interior
piped in red. Sensibly priced £26,995
Contact: Laurence Kampel 07850 935000
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For Sale
MGB GT 1979, Black
89,000 miles, standard B series engine; with
overdrive gearbox; Two new Michelin tyres;
Period Compomotive wheels; new battery;
most fuel lines replaced; Braided brake hoses
and upgraded discs. Lowered to ‘old’ height
with rubber bumpers removed and GRP
valances fitted. Re-upholstered seats. Zebart
treated from new. Webasto roof. Has taken us
on a number of trips to France and Spain.
Will come with new MoT. £5,500. No offers.

Contact Dave Tilbury

WMGOC Apparel
We have a range of Regalia which you can order individually, just choose your
garment and colour from the charts below. Prices include printed Logo.
When ordering please complete the corresponding form, ticking your choice
of colour and size. Take care with the size, as returns are not possible and
sizes are generous.
Please send the form to:
Niall FitzGerald, 29 Monks Wood Close, Bassett Sot’on, SO16 3TT

Niall
Polo Shirt
Male Polo Ref: KK403 - £16.50
Colour

Ladies Polo Ref: KK703 £16.50

Small

Medium

Large

Ex Large

Bottle Green
Navy Blue
Magenta
Black
Jade
Purple
Mid Blue
Royal Blue
Ladies Sizes available are: 10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20 and 22
Please check the appropriate box or ring the ladies size required

Fleece
Fleece Ref: RE36A - £20.50
Colour

Small

Medium

Large

Ex Large

Forest Green
Royal Blue
Burgundy
Black

Gilet
Gilet Ref: RE37A - £18.00
Colour

Small

Forest Green
Royal Blue
Charcoal
Black
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Medium

Large

Ex Large

Our Sponsors
The WMGOC would like to thank the following businesses who are supporting
the club via their advertising
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