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Your Committee:

Winchester MGOC
www.winchestermgoc.co.uk

Secretary: Steve Favell stevenfavell@btinternet.com
Chairman: Peter Cranstone petercranstone@btinternet.com
Treasurer: Heather Ellis heather.ellis@hotmail.co.uk
Programme: Steve Favell stevenfavell@btinternet.com
Merchandise: Niall Fitzgerald nbritfitzy@btinternet.com
Members' Representative: Tony Blackmoor tony.blackmoor@sky.com
Newsletter: Steve Penkethman steve.penk@btinternet.com

In this edition

Winchester MGOC meet on the last Tuesday of the month with
a Club Drive in Summer and a pub night in Winter. Check the

Events pages, or contact the Club Secretary for details

Please send your articles to the editor at the email address above by 10th of themonth.
Thenewsletterwill be distributed to clubmembers before the nextmonthly club night. Pictures

should be as large as possible and saved in either jpeg or png.
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Secretary's Chat

2

We would like to see as many of you as we can at our AGM at the end of the month so that we can
select our committee for 2019 and get a steer as to the direction that you think the club should
heading. This is your chance to influence the programme and activities for next year, so please do
come along and be heard. The good news is that Peter has arranged for a special AGM menu to be
available on the evening to help entice you all along. Our other big news this month is the fixing of
the date and venue for our 2019 Cobweb Spin. Make a note in your diaries for 24th March at The
Royal Armouries, Fort Nelson. Securing a venue and a date has been a bit stop/go over the last
couple of months, but Peter has persevered and finally got there. Not only do we have to find
somewhere willing and able, but their availability and clashes with other events all have to be taken
into consideration. We now have to work out the details and start on the publicity.

Thanks go to Heather for sorting us out a brain teaser quiz on our Halloween club night meeting last
month and we have another lined up for January courtesy of Colin and Jenny Carter. By then we
should also be getting into planning mode for the Cobweb Spin, so it could be a busy meeting.

Regards

The Winchester MG Owners' Club
Annual General Meeting

This year's Annual General Meeting of the Winchester MG Owners' Club will be held on Tuesday 27th

November 2018 at 7:45pm at The Plough, Itchen Abbas, SO21 1BQ.

Agenda;

1. Chairman’s welcome.
2. Secretary’s Report and Presentation of Member’s Trophy.
3. Treasurers Report.
4. Review amendments to Constitution if received.
5. Review and appointment of the Committee:

Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, Regalia, Social Secretary and 2 x members representative.*
6. Editor/Webmaster.
7. Setting of 2019 subscription**
8. Regalia.
9. Cobweb 2019.
10. Any other Business: Club event(s) for 2019 and Cobweb 2020.

We will break for food around 8.30pm.

*The WMGOC is administered by a Committee appointed by the members at the AGM. Committee
positions are open to all members and are proposed, seconded and put to a vote by a show of
hands. Appointments last for one year and are effective from 1st January.

**Members join by virtue of payment of an annual membership fee, due in January. The fee covers
membership for one household and the MGs that they own. The committee uses club funds for
goods or services that further the aims and objectives of the WMGOC.

Winchester MG owners Club (WMGOC) is an area meeting of the MG Owners Club.

Steve



Chairman's Notes
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Brexit is on a fast-track to becoming one of the nation’s greatest disasters or triumphs, depending on your
viewpoint. Whatever the outcome, half the country will be celebrating and the other half not.

Whatever the rights or wrongs of it, it’s here and it’s happening, being driven by a desire to be free of
bureaucratic red-tape imposed on us by the EU. And yet, if we reach a ‘no deal’ on the process, we may
find ourselves with yet more red-tape – the International Driving Permit being just one small element

Currently, British residents need an International Driving Permit (IDP) if they intend to drive in certain
countries such as the United Arab Emirates, it’s essentially just an official multi-language translation of
your regular licence, that’s recognised throughout the 140+ countries that aren’t covered with any EU
agreement, it can’t be used as a standalone licence, and will only be issued to full UK driving licence
holders.

With regulations as they stand now, drivers can jump in their car and take a trip to France, Germany…
anywhere in Europe, with nothingmore than a tank full of fuel and a passport, but if theGovernment can’t
reach a deal with Brexit, drivers will need an IDP for travelling throughout Europe too.

Whilst this doesn’t sound disastrous, and at just £5.50 (currently) it’s not going to break the bank, but as
with a number of government systems, the infrastructure behind it could fail if there is an increase in
demand.

It’s been estimated that just 100,000 International Driving Permits are issued annually at the moment,
through the Post Office, at the counter or by mail – there’s no online system for it. To satisfy the 100,000
demand, only 89 branches of the Post Office are offering this service, that’s throughout the country.

The latest figures suggest that should we need to have an IDP to drive in Europe, this could affect around
7 million motorists.

The Department for Transport are looking to upgrade the systems and put plans in place to handle the
surge in numbers, with estimates saying that around 4,500 Post Offices could be upgraded to offer the
IDP service, but as with most government announcements, no set date or figures have been issued,
which could lead to a backlog or delay.

You can apply for an IDP up to three months in advance of travel and it’s valid for twelve months, so
maybe if you’re planning on taking a driving trip abroad early next year, it could just be worth applying
for one shortly and before the rush happens after March 2019. In the event of us reaching an agreement
with Brexit, and you not needing an IDP, you’ve lost £5.50, but equally, you may just save your holiday
if you did need one.

To apply for an International Driving Permit, you’ll need to locate your nearest Post Office branch offering
the service, you’ll also need a full UK Driving Licence, £5.50, a signed passport photo and proof of
identification, such as a passport.

Now’s the time to do it before the rush and possible price increase.

Happy Christmas and New Year everyone.

Peter



Events Round-Up
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This event is always held on the first
Sunday in November and this year 359
cars set off for Brighton, leaving Hyde
Park at Sunrise. I caught the first of
them as they headed past Buckingham
Palace at just after 7 am. It requires
getting up early to catch the start, so I
usually drive into London as the trains
just will not get you there at that time
of the morning.

This year, for the first time ever, the
route was split in an attempt to avoid
traffic congestion that has previously
caused problems. It was only a few
years ago that the run was allowed to
use the Mall, turning right into Horse
Guards Parade before heading towards
Westminster Bridge. This year the
route was to be altered again to head
on through Admiralty arch and then
down Whitehall. I am not sure exactly

what happened, but participants continued to use the old Horse Guards route for at least half an
hour before the marshals finally started directing them through Admiralty Arch towards Trafalgar
Square and Whitehall. I am not sure if this was accidental or planned! As they reached Parliament
Square, half were turned left onto Westminster Bridge and the other half onwards past the Houses
of Parliament to cross the Thames using Lambeth Bridge and a separate route through South London
before the two routes merged again in Croydon. The weather was thankfully dry and bright and 315
of them managed to get all of the way to the coast. There were a few break-downs of course and it

London to Brighton Run



is always sad to see some in need of the RAC so
near to the start. One in particular had my
sympathy after stalling and having to get out
and crank the engine. Not something I would
fancy doing in the middle of the Trafalgar
Square traffic lights!

By 9am they had all left Westminster and it was
time for me to head home just as the first of the
tourists were starting to fill the streets.

I noticed there was already a queue forming
outside the Victoria & Albert Museum as I
drove back. On my way to the car I
investigated a fleet of film crew vans, HGVs and
canteens at Green Park and along the Mall.
There was a film shoot going on just off
Whitehall and it was obviously set in the 1950s
judging by the vehicles they had lined up.

A chat to a young lady security guard informed me
that this was the filming of a new TV series due out
next year called “Pennyworth”. It seems that this is
the story of the early life of the butler to comic strip
character Batman.

I was advised that photography wasn’t allowed. Some
of the photographs I didn’t take are included here!

Steve F
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The NEC show was bigger than ever this year with 8 halls, over a million square feet of display space,
300 clubs, 650 dealers/traders and more than 3,000 cars and motorcycles. Friday, being press day
was a little less crowded but more expensive for the privilege. Having said that I think you still get
your money’s worth although it is difficult to see everything in a day. The NEC keep pushing the
parking charges to see how far they can go but by paying on-line in advance I was able to secure the
‘bargain’ price of £12 the day. Otherwise it has crept up to a £16 charge if you pay on the day. It is
difficult to see how they can justify such a hike and I wonder if there will be any repercussions.
There was a lot of complaining. That said, it was a great show and having walked it several times I
still didn’t get to see everything. I left my purchases until late afternoon to avoid lugging extra
weight around (I am heavy enough already). I dropped into see the MGOC staff on the stand and
had an interesting chat with Holly who is now the Editor for ‘Enjoying MG’. There were of course
plenty of MGs to be seen throughout the show, including, horror of horrors….an electric MGB
roadster. Celebrity car TV show presenters were out in force and there were demonstrations to
watch and of course things to buy. I headed home after 7 ½ hours walking with sore feet and loaded
down with magazines, a polishing kit and bags of bright shiny nuts, bolts and washers. Living life in
the bus lane!

NEC Classic Car Show
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Late 2017 we had planned our 2018 holiday adventure to a little known country that was
Slovenia, formally part of Yugoslavia and then onto Trieste in Italy.

Departing out of Dover on a Thursday mid-June, our first nights stop over was in Holland,
with a delay around Brussels, we arrived at our destination in the Alps region of Holland or
more like the rolling hills of Hampshire. We had a pleasant night’s stay and good breakfast in
the morning for the day’s drive ahead. Little did we know it’s going to be a long one and we
were glad of the lunch we had made at breakfast to take with us, courtesy of the owner
Yvonne, as she said “motorway food was rubbish”, much like ours in the UK?

It was a nightmare, with long delays due to major road works on Germany’s motorways plus
gridlock around Stuttgart and of course it was Friday. At one of our short relief breaks, we
got talking to a German gentleman who once owned a TF 2004 but had sold it and bought a
new Fiat Spider in white that was parked near us. He did say he regretted selling the MG as
the Fiat was not as punchy as the TF. We eventually arrived in Rosenheim our next stop to a
warm welcome. Having showered off the motorway fumes and fed and watered ourselves,
we took a stroll only to come across a car dealership displaying Rover/MG signage. They
were once the local dealership and are still an Xpart supplier, but are now suppling Jaguar

and Land Rover vehicles. We were up bright and early
on Saturday morning and headed off for Austria and our
first destination Slovenia. Our journey this time was
pleasant driving through Austria having purchased the
obligatory “Vignette” sticker for both Austria (a 10 day
pass just for one day) and Slovenia (one month pass)
motorway use. The motorways are monitored by
cameras and your barcoded sticker is picked up on your
screen, with no sticker you face a very heavy on the
spot fine.

Our journey through Austria was very
pleasant and we entered Slovenia with a
stop off at Lake Bled. Stunning lake and
views as we strolled around the lake
perimeter and then a visit to the castle.
The castle terrace commands outstanding
views, with Lake Bled below and the
mountains looming in the distance. Bled is
the visual trademark for the Slovenian
tourist industry and was a popular spa
resort, but today it’s attraction is the boat
trips to the island church and to ring the
bell. We did not do this as the mass
Chinese tourist were in town.

We got back to our car just outside our allotted time to find our parking ticket had gone black,
what a novel way so parking wardens don’t have to look for entry and exit times on tickets.
Time to head off to Ljubljana and find our hotel for the next 7 nights. Our hotel was situated
in a residential area and about 15 to 20 minute walk into the centre. We set off for a bite to
eat and walk around city to get our bearings.

Slovenia and Trieste Adventure

Collection of vignettes

Lake Bled with Castle & Island Church



Up early the next morning, map in hand and off to the tourist office to collect our 3 day tourist
card we had pre-ordered and purchased on line prior to coming. The card allows you free
bus travel, admission to the various museums and galleries, the castle, a river boat trip, push
bike rental, a walking tour and eco train tour around the streets and a visit around the Union
brewery including beer. This is real value for money at 35 Euros each as one venue we
visited cost 14 Euros to get. The rest of our day was spent relaxing in the city as it is easy to
walk around and everyone is friendly. We popped back to our hotel to freshen up and a walk
back into town for a few beers and something to eat.

Monday morning we were up early as we were
off out in the car to Predjama Castle and
Postojna Caves. The castle sits halfway up a
mountain side, situated into a huge cave
entrance. This site was fortified in the 13th
Century although most of what you see today is
a result of 16th Century rebuild. Fascinating
history and a very good audible guide make it
worth the visit. We again had booked our cave
visit on-line back in the UK, which was for 1pm,
so a coffee stop and change into walking
trousers and shoes, as the caves will be cold
and wet. The Postojna Caves are Slovenia’s most popular natural attraction. There are over
20Km of chambers & tunnels formed by the Pivka River. The caves first opened in 1819 to
visitors and currently over 600,000 visitors make it one of the most popular natural
attractions in Europe. The tour starts with a train ride into the heart of the caves then you
have a guided tour walking through the various chambers. At the end of your tour you get to
see a rare amphibian known as “the human fish”. The white lizard emblem is the nation
motif. On our way back we stop off at Lake Cerknica, known as the disappearing lake. It has
a limestone underlay, so water disappears during dry summers. Early supper in a local
restaurant (bulls testicles are on the menu!!), two sea food salads hit the spot.

The next three days were using our tourist card around
Ljubljana, so the car and driver can rest. Day one we
visited the castle via the funicular railway and the views of
the city from the castle were fantastic. A fascinating visit as
the castle houses a virtual film on Ljubljana’s history along
with atmospheric exhibitions bringing old and new together.
Next was the Slovene Ethnographic Museum which is one
of the most imaginative of its kind in Europe of exhibits
containing artefacts from Slovenia and around the world in

a series of captivating displays. Also an exhibition on bee keeping had just opened as well.
All of this is housed in the old 19th Century Army barracks building. If you only visit one
museum, then this is it. A short stroll from here was the Metelkova Mesto, the cities
alternative social centre. The buildings are covered in colourful murals and it was here that
Slovenia’s civil rights movement was born. We finally took the tourist train around the city. A
great way to see the Botanical gardens and the Roman Wall.

Day two we visit Plecnik House - Joze Plecnik, a Vienna educated Slovenian architect has
left a lasting imprint on the city and around the world. A master of innovative forms and

9
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inspired decoration, he is considered to be one of the
20th Century greatest architects. A guided tour of his
house provides an insight into his life and work as you
see plans, models and photos of his work. We move
off for a coffee break and then onto the Railway
Museum. You get the history of the Vienna to Ljubljana
line in the 1840’s, many of the locomotives from this
route are displayed. Another well laid out and
informative museum, both under cover and outside.
Our final visit of the day was to the Union Experience –

a tour around the largest brewery in Slovenia. We were lucky that there was only the two of
us on this tour so we got a much more informed tour
and a few more beer sampling than normal (luckily not
driving today) and plus we came away with a few free
Union gifts.

Day three we get push bikes to cycle the POT’s way
(Path of Remembrance). Ljubljana was encircled with
30 km of barbed wire from 1942 to 1945. The POT’s
way is 33km long due to constructions and
development over the years where the original barbed

wire fence ran.
We pass the Zale Cemetery, an iconic site associated
with Joze Plecnik who redesigned the entrance and
provided facilities for mourners. Along the POT’s we
pass a Slovenia registered MG TF parked up, also we
pass fitness stations for runners and the route is very
popular for walkers too. Slovenian’s love the great
outdoors. This route is a great way to see the
countryside that surrounds Ljubljana. In the evening we
cycle into the city for our last night and take a boat ride,
looking at the city from the river view point.

We have our first day of rain as we travel towards Trieste. We stop off at the Slovene
Technical Museum housed in Bistra Castle containing displays of cars, motorbikes, push
bikes, agriculture and forestry equipment,
hunting and shooting and milling, the list
is endless and over four hours were spent
here, but with too much to see and
information to take in, we had to call it a
day. One thing we did not want to miss
seeing was the collection of cars once
owned by President Tito, the former
Yugoslavia President and what a varied
collection of cars he owned.

We move onto Muggia in Italy and our
hotel looking across to Trieste city within
the bay. Our hotel is good but soulless,

10
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never mind we are here now! Muggia is an old
quaint fishing village/town, small and quite. This
has also become a film location for an Italian
Crime Film during our stay, with the port and
parts of the town as location for scenes. It is also
here we meet Davide (David in English), an
Italian lifeguard who has just bought an MGF
2000 and loves it. I pass onto him the June issue
of “Enjoying MG” mag which he really
appreciates. We spend our week here visiting
Trieste city, relaxing, sightseeing around Muggia
and popping across the border into Slovenia

again in the car or by push bike (free loan by the
hotel) to the seaside town of Piran and the port town
of Koper. Koper is the major European export centre
for cars, we saw acres of cars waiting to be loaded
onto ships as we dropped down from the hillside into
the port. On our visit to Trieste city on the Sunday,
the Adriatic Cycle race had its finish here and
unbeknown to us, British rider Mark Cavendish had
just finished second in this event.

Time to leave Muggia as we come towards the end
of our holiday and our long haul back through
Slovenia, Austria (another 10 day Vignette pass has to be bought) and finally Germany for
our first night stop over at Wolfschslugen near Stuttgart. A hotel run by Greeks – so a super
Greek meal on their terrace (how weird is that!). We leave the next morning at 8am and the
lady at the hotel gives us direction from the village to bypass the main Stuttgart ring road and
come out by the Airport, so missing the major snarl ups. Must remember this route in future.
It’s another long drive from Germany, through Luxemburg, Belgium and into France for our
final stop over at our Logis hotel in Hazebrouk. OMG – what a tired and dated hotel, unloved
and 40 years outdated. Have to laugh! Dinner is at 7.30pm, all very weird, poor meal and
pay 84 Euro for the pleasure, more than the cost of our room. Happy days! Having been
eaten during the night by vampire gnats, we escape at 7.30 am to drive to Dunkirk to catch

our ferry back to Dover, then a long two hour
drive back to Hampshire via the M25, to
arrive home at 3pm.

So – 2,349 mile and 8 countries travelled
through on our trip. Slovenia is a beautiful
country, people are friendly, lovely places to
visit and you feel safe. Highly recommended
as a place to visit in your MG or taking a
weekend break in Ljubljana via air.

Pete C

Filming in Muggia

Davide's MG F

Our TF Spark



During September the WMGOC took part in the
national Heritage Open Days by putting on a display
of MGs and other classic cars at Winchester
Cathedral. The theme this year was extraordinary
women and this was reflected by some members
displaying storyboards that related to famous women
drivers of their particular model of car, or stories of
successful women racing drivers. Due to her
association with MG, I thought it worth expanding
upon one story board that was displayed on the day.

Doreen Evans was born into a motoring family in
1916. Her parents were long-standing members of
the Brooklands set and like her brothers Denis and
Kenneth she was soon driving and racing MG Midgets
as part of their Bellevue Garages stable. Doreen
raced at Brooklands from the age of 17 and must
have been one of the youngest women to drive on
the Brooklands oval. Her first major event was a five-
lap handicap at the 1934 BARC meeting and a couple
of weeks later she was placed third in the Light Car
Club’s annual relay race when as part of a three-
woman MGMagnette team she finished one place

above her brother Kenneth. Despite this she failed to win the Ladies’ Prize as the Singer team of Kay Petre,
Eileen Ellison and Sheila Tolhurst exploited a loophole in the
rules that stated that the Ladies’ Prize, and the Le Mans entry
that went with it, could not be awarded to a team in the top
three. They had sandbagged and finished fifth, leaving
Doreen in too high a place on the podium.

Doreen won the Outer Circuit race at the Brooklands March
meeting in 1935 and in yet another MG, she and her brother
Kenneth entered the Brooklands 500 Mile race. That
summer she was part of the all-women works MG team that
entered Le Mans. Manged byGeorge Eyston's (who, by
the way at one time lived just off Sleepers Hill in
Winchester) they were known as "George's young
Ladies" and successfully completed the course, in a trio
of "works" Pas. Doreen, partnered by Margaret Allen
finished 25th.

Away from circuit racing, she also competed in that year’s
RAC Rally, driving an MGMagnette, and scored a class win
and secured the Ladies’ Record at the Shelsley Walsh

ExtraordinaryWomen
Doreen Evans - Racing Driver for MG
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hillclimb, driving the 750cc MG R-Type. In 1936, Doreen drove an MG
R-Type at Brooklands, finishing third in the BARC Second Mountain
Handicap. She entered the Brooklands International Trophy in the
same car, but suffered a dramatic accident. The car caught fire and
crashed on the Members’
Banking, although she had
slowed it sufficiently to
allow herself to jump out.
She suffered only minor
injuries but the car was
badly damaged.

In 1936 Doreen married
racing team mate Alan
Phipps, an American MG
enthusiast. The Phipps were
a wealthy Denver family,

who later went on to own the Denver Broncos. After her marriage
Doreen moved to the US with her new husband and gave up her
racing career. Doreen had three children with Alan and also found
time to take up flying and gain a pilot’s license. Not being one for
convention she divorced Phipps during the 1950s which was quite
unusual for the time, remarried and went to live on a Ranch. She
died suddenly, at home in California, in 1982.

13
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Events Calendar for 2018/2019: WMGOC events marked in RED

November
27th WMGOC AGM – The Plough, Itchen Abbas - Starts 7-45pm

December
1st Motor Morning at the Autobarn Winchester from 9am (SO21 3NS)
26th Romsey classic car & bike meet (pre 76)

January
1st Brooklands Museum New Year classic car gathering

6th Bicester Heritage Sunday Scramble

4th Basingstoke MGOC Xmas Dinner – WMGOC members invited – contact Nita

29th WMGOC Quiz night – The Plough, Itchen Abbas
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ANew Classic Car Business
Opens NearWinchester

The Winchester Auto Barn & Drivers' Club has opened in the old Hill Farm Garage premises situated
on the A272 and A30 junction near Sutton Scotney.

The new owners welcome classic car owners and have sent the following invitation:

Winchester Auto Barn Driver's Club is holding its 2nd breakfast
Club on

Saturday morning 1st December 9:00am till 12:00pm
All customers and friends are welcome to join us.

Meet the new owners and have a look at our facilities and check out
the exciting future plans for the site.

There will be a collection of interesting classic cars on display such
as Eric Clapton's 1967 275 GTB/4 Ferrari and Rod Stewarts 1972

Lamborghini Miura SV

Bring your own classic car and claim a free cup of tea/coffee and
a butty/pastry

PLEASE CALL US ON 01962 677776 FOR MORE DETAILS



15

WMGOC Apparel
We have a range of Regalia which you can order individually, just choose your
garment and colour from the charts below. Prices include printed Logo.

When ordering please complete the corresponding form, ticking your choice
of colour and size. Take care with the size, as returns are not possible and
sizes are generous.

Please send the form to:
Niall FitzGerald, 29 Monks Wood Close, Bassett Sot’on, SO16 3TT

Niall
Polo Shirt 

Male Polo Ref: KK403 - £16.50 Ladies Polo Ref: KK703 £16.50 
     

Colour Small Medium Large Ex Large 
Bottle Green     
Navy Blue     
Magenta     
Black     
Jade     
Purple     
Mid Blue     
Royal Blue     
 
Ladies Sizes available are:   10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20 and 22 
Please check the appropriate box or ring the ladies size required 
 
	

Fleece 
Fleece Ref: RE36A - £20.50 
     

Colour Small Medium Large Ex Large 
Forest Green     
Royal Blue     
Burgundy     
Black     
	

Gilet 
Gilet Ref: RE37A - £18.00 
     

Colour Small Medium Large Ex Large 
Forest Green     
Royal Blue     
Charcoal     
Black     
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Our Sponsors
TheWMGOCwould like to thank the following businesseswho are supporting

the club via their advertising


