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In this edition

Winchester MGOC meet on the last Tuesday of the month with a Club Drive in
Summer and a pub night in Winter. Check the Events pages, or contact the

Club Secretary for details

Please send articles to the editor at the email address above by 10th of themonth. The
newsletter will be distributed to club members before the next monthly club night. Pictures

should be as large as possible and saved in either jpeg or png.
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Secretary's Chat
A combination of forecast snow and seasonal illness reduced our attendance numbers for the
January club night so it was decided that the planned quiz was better held over for another night.
As one of those who was not well was also one of the quizmasters it seemed the sensible thing to
do! Those that were able to make it had a good chinwag and catch up.

The Cobweb at Fort Nelson was obviously one of the topics of conversation and bookings are
steadily coming in with around 55 cars now all registered and paid up. Don’t forget to get your
registration in if you haven’t already done so.

We have a committee meeting scheduled for the 19th to do some more planning for the Cobweb
and other 2019 events. Our next members’ event is our Saturday night dinner at the Plough,
closely followed by our February club night. At the time of writing we have 28 people booked in
for the dinner, so this should be a good evening. The quiz night has been re-scheduled for our
March club night, which is intended to be our last ‘indoors’ as the evening club runs start up again
in April as soon as the evenings are light enough. There are not many meetings or events to
report on at this time of year, but here’s looking forward to some Spring sunshine and lighter
evenings in the not too distant future.

Happy MG’ing Steve



Caught on Film!
Speed cameras are probably the least popular use of enforcement when it comes to driving. Often to be
found lurking just around a bend or behind a tree. These mobile cameras, either hand-held devices or
mounted in police vans are positioned in areas where accidents have taken place allegedly. They say,
you are warned that they could be in operation via the black and white camera sign displayed on the road
side, so no excuse if caught. We all know its easy cash targeting themotorist then catching the criminals.

The number of people each month getting caught for speeding seems to be increasing. The reasons for
this jump is the new technology being used to catch drivers. The latest LTI Laser 2020 speed camera can
catch a driver in just 0.03 seconds, working from up to 1,000 metres away and even has infrared to work
at night.

Added to the above is the bright yellow speed camera box, a common sight on our roads which are often
targeted by so called road heroes! It has been interesting lately to hear thatmany of these are not actually
in use, but are you willing to test it? On the motorways you will see yellow gantries with cameras that
perform average speed checks, usually in road works, using Automatic Number-plate Recognition
(ANPR).

These cameras are positioned along a stretch of road at regular intervals in a managed speed control
zone. Cameras have a date and time stamp as well as ANPR which allows the computer to work out
your average speed between the cameras. This then triggers the automatic fine to be sent. People
think they are limited to working through the day but like the mobile speed cameras, they are also
fitted with filters to work in all weathers and work at night with infrared tech built in.

But speed cameras are by nomeans the only way in which cameras are used to keep us in check. Traffic
enforcement and other Highways Agency and Police CCTV cameras are typically less visually obvious
than speed cameras, but if you look closely you might spot them at traffic lights, in bus lanes and along
motorwaysmounted at the side, in yellow by road sign gantries.Withmany of themequippedwith ANPR,
they have the ability to allow Police to track entire journeys when a vehicle is of interest. They’re also now
key to ‘smart motorways’, facilitating a smoother flow of traffic by allowing theHighways Agency to detect
where traffic volumes are building up. There are even cameras that can tell when a vehicle hasn’t been
taxed. So why are the Police and DVLA not enforcing that rule!

As a car user having a camera in your car via the humble dash cam has its uses. These small cameras
whichcanbecheaporexpensive, dependingonmakeandmodel andaremountedonyour cardashboard
or screen for filming forwards although somecameras candoboth front and rear, that record a continuous
loop of footage. Many contain motion sensors so that they stop recording if they detect an impact –
preventing the footage being recorded over – and some continue recording even when you’re parked,
deterring thieves and also recording any damage caused to your stationary car by a pedestrian or other
road user.

Dash cams could be a wise investment because in the unfortunate event you’re involved in an accident,
you’ll have vital video evidence that could prove invaluable in court or when making car an insurance
claim.Alsonowdashcamsarebeingusedby fellowdriversand reporting to thepoliceofbadordangerous
road behaviour. The evidence from the dash cam footage is now being used by the Police to prosecute
the offending drivers.

Big brother and your fellow drivers are watching you!

Drive safely.

Chairman's Notes
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Winchester MGOC Cobweb Spin 2019
Royal Armouries Fort Nelson
Sunday 24th March

We have an exciting new venue for our Cobweb Spin 2019, which is to be held at
Royal Armouries Fort Nelson on Sunday 24th March.

This restored Victorian fort is perched high on Portsdown Hill and has far reaching views over
Portsmouth harbour and the Solent to the Isle of Wight and across to the New Forest. There are 19
acres of ramparts and fortifications to explore as well as a network of underground tunnels and
exhibition galleries that feature some of the largest guns ever made including a section of the

notorious Iraqi Supergun. The fort has a cafe, serving drinks and light meals and has all the usual
facilities including a shop.

Cobweb Spin visitors will be allowed exclusive vehicle access to park on the parade ground within
the fort itself, while WMGOC members will form a display at the Fort entrance. There is plenty of

space for visitors but we will need to limit numbers in the display areas so pre-booking is required for
this event.

Unfortunately, due to unforseen circumstances, the firing of the One Oclock Gun can no longer be
offered as a prize. We apologise for the dissapointment and the committee will be racking their

brains to dream up a suitable alternative prize.

Cars are requested to be in position before 10am when the fort is opened to the public and to remain
in position until at least 2-30pm. Please note that the site does not allow dogs.

Your entry form has been sent to you via email, with all the essential information including method of
payment and details of how you can order your early morning tea and bacon bap.

Winchester MGOC members and hosts are encouraged to wear a Club Logo item, should you
own one.
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Club Members Note: If you haven't yet booked your entry for the Cobweb Spin,
please send in your forms ASP. As at 21st Feb only 1/2 of Club members had

booked in. Your food orders are needed by 3rd March to send on to the caterers.



Happy Birthday
Wil Wilkinson

from Winchester MGOC
The WMGOC committee and membership send our best wishes and congratulations to Wil Wilkinson on

celebrating his 90th Birthday on February the 25th.

Wil was a long standing member of our club and a regular at all our events until a few years ago when he
moved from Bishopstoke to his new home in Chard, Somerset. In recognition of his long association with

the WMGOC and being our eldest member he was made an honorary life member and while he is no longer
able to participate in our club events on a regular basis due to distance, he still comes along to our Cobweb

Spin and stays in touch.

Shortly after moving to Somerset he joined his local MGOC in Taunton. It seems such a short while ago that
we celebrated Wil’s 80th while playing skittles during a club curry night at the Kings Head in Hursley. It was

the same year that Wil organised his “Druids Drag” run that took us around Salisbury Plain where he
pointed out the tank road crossing he had helped to construct in his younger days.

It was while we were in France for our club trip to the Circuit Historique that I recall Wil telling me about a
previous Continental holiday. I just loved the matter of fact way in which he told me. He explained that he
had been on a holiday in Belgium in August 1939. His Mother was becoming more concerned about the

political situation and the threat of war breaking out and had wanted to cut the holiday short and head for
home. His Father though was a true Yorkshireman and reckoned he had paid for this holiday and was jolly

well going to have it! Will has always been ready with an interesting tale and long may he continue.

Happy Birthday Steve Favel



Cob Web 2019 Volunteers Required
It’s not long to go for our annual event and with the final details being put in place with
entries closing on the 3rd of March, we are looking for help on the day to make things run
smoothly.

A big thanks goes to Lesley Stone, Karen Cranstone, Neil and Nita Simpson, Andy
Marsh, Colin Carter and Andy Young who have already put their names forward to help.

We are looking for more volunteers to
come forward as we require help in
the following areas:

Road entrance marshals.

2 x Check in marshals

6 x Parking zone control marshals

2 x Bacon baps ticket co-ordinators

Please contact Peter Cranstone at
petercranstone@btinternet.com or at
club night.

mailto:petercranstone@btinternet.com
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I wonder how many of us take any notice of the travel advice when snow is forecast? Following the warnings
earlier this month I set off for work making sure that I had the recommended shovel, extra clothing, hat,
gloves, flask of hot drink and blankets. But to be honest, I felt a bit of an idiot on the bus and I am sure the
other passengers were laughing at me. But seriously…. Snow had been forecast for February 1st and
everyone should have been reasonably prepared.

I was expecting a new car to be delivered to me at work and of course had run the fuel down in the old one
(who wants to give away a full tank?) I did indeed stick some gloves and an army surplus folding shovel in the
boot. Can’t be too careful? But no worries, the car was to be delivered before lunchtime and I would be
away and off home before the first snowflake landed. It was around 12-30 that I got a call from the delivery
driver. Rather than the anticipated “I am just around the corner” it was actually “I have just got on the M5
near Gloucester and should be with you around 2-30”. Not good news, so I had better nip out and get myself
a bite to eat then. Time slipped away and the forecast snow had started to arrive. A few flakes to add to the
light covering of the night before, but nothing so far to worry about. Then it got heavier. Basingstoke, like a
few other places, seems to have a micro-climate. There might be light snow elsewhere but at Basingstoke it
hammers down. By 3pm I got another call. “I am nearly with you, just a few miles away but stuck near
Newbury. The snow is heavy and nothing is getting up the hills. I can’t go forwards or back”. After a few
more calls and heavier snow I decided it was time to depart. I asked the driver to turn-around if he could and
head towards Winchester.

The roads were really treacherous now and it took a lot to just keep rolling, keeping the revs down, leaving
myself plenty of space and no sudden manoeuvres. The anti-lock brakes were working overtime as I took the
back-route out of town. I was doing so well until I re-joined the main road heading South towards the M3 and
A30. Everything was at a standstill. After 10 minutes or so I got out for a wander to see what the hold-up
was. My fuel gauge was now showing a range of just 20 miles, so I didn’t particularly want to hang around. It
seemed that the gentle slope ahead wasn’t gritted and so many cars were struggling that the Police were
turning them around to find another route. What was so ironic was that within a mile or so was the depot
with the large stockpile of grit that was so boastfully being paraded on TV the night before. You would have

Slow, Slow, Thick Thick Snow
(Or Basingstoke toWinchester in under 8 hours)
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thought that the local area should have been gritted enough to resemble a gravel drive! I crawled through
the roundabouts of the Basingstoke ring road which were more or less gridlocked and hoped to reach a petrol
station before I ran dry. It took about an hour to reach one that was probably less than half a mile from
where I had originally set out. With more fuel on-board I was able to relax a little and decided that as I was
now almost at the north Basingstoke M3 junction I might as well join the motorway there. It would be slow,
but at least it would be moving and gritted. How naïve could I have been! The queue of traffic on the slip
road was just about moving but once on the motorway it came to a halt. It was 4-30pm and there I sat for the
next six hours.

I listened to the radio, searched for news updates on my phone, sent texts and generally cursed under my
breath. A friend suggested that I shouldn’t be using the phone as technically I was still in control of a motor
vehicle. Well technically, in that snow, no-one had control of any vehicle and parked up with the engine off I
thought I was pretty safe. It also puzzled me that the Police were putting out traffic updates on twitter. Were
they intended for drivers? Let’s just think about that one for a moment… Just to cheer me up, my delivery
driver called around 7-30pm to let me know he had managed to book into a hotel for the night and ask if I was
home yet. My language was colourful.

Every now and again there was a spark of hope, as the queue seemed finally to move, only to have hopes
dashed when it stopped after a few yards. Eventually a snow plough moved along the hard shoulder
spreading git behind it. Was this the rescue plan? Several obviously thought so and moved onto the hard
shoulder to follow it to their salvation. But alas it stopped a little way ahead when it met a broken-down lorry
that had slid off the roadway. There were now four lanes of log jammed vehicles. Eventually, via social
media, I learned of a rescue plan that was to send recovery vehicles to remove at least three jack-knifed
lorries that were blocking the motorway. The operation was due to commence at 9-30pm which I thought
was awfully precise. And why in over an hour’s time and not now? Then again, I don’t know where they had
to come from. Eventually bright amber flashers and headlights could be seen in the rear view mirror, crawling
their way forward. Police and Traffic officers preceded them, walking amongst the cars and knocking on
windows. Those in the outside lane were asked to bunch up tight to make room for cars from the middle
lane. The nearside lane were moved to the middle to create room for those who were now blocking the hard-

shoulder and preventing recovery vehicles
and snow ploughs from getting through.
It was all painfully slow. Two snow
ploughs were followed by three very large
recovery trucks, more snow ploughs
behind and then police and Traffic 4 x 4s
in convoy.

After another hour, engines ahead were
starting and there was finally some
movement. All lane discipline was gone.
For one thing, you could no longer see the
lanes and several times you were waiting
behind a lorry for quite a while before
realising they just could not get started on
the compacted snow and ice and had
basically just parked up. They were being
undertaken on the hard shoulder just to

keep things moving. Several times I was beside a lorry attempting to move forward, just watching the wheels
spinning right beside my passenger door as the cab slid from side to side, with the driver turning the steering
wheel in one direction and then the other trying to keep straight. After a 10 minute halt I found myself
unable to move forward. My wheels had sunk into the snow and any attempt to move forward caused them
to spin and make the surface worse. I tried to reverse to get a run up but now had a helpful driver behind me
only inches from my rear bumper. The shovel was unfolded and brought into play! Although the traffic
around me was slow moving I would have preferred not to have been outside the protection of the vehicle,
not to be walking on ice and wishing I had brought a high viz jacket or at least a body worn flashing light like



the Traffic officers wore earlier. It only took a minute to dig away a few inches in front of the wheels and I
was thankfully away again. All lorries were now being directed to the inside lane and parked up. There was
obviously no point in even attempting the hill ahead. Only cars and light vans were being allowed to proceed.
Snow ploughs had cleared just one lane that now started to snake between abandoned and jack-knifed
lorries, some of which were in the process of being towed aside. One jack-knifed car transporter with a draw
bar trailer must have had close to 16 new cars aboard and you would have to question it’s stability in light
rain, let alone driving in snow. Traffic Officers were now dotted along this lane directing cars through what
looked like a war zone before finally emerging on an open motorway that had now been gritted and ploughed
into a sea of slush. Finally, proceeding at around 30 mph in some of the worst driving conditions I have seen
in 40 years of driving I was heading home, finally arriving just before 11pm.

The recovery teams did a sterling job of clearing up the mess but it all seemed frankly too late. Once again
the Local Council and the Highways Agency were caught with their pants down. I puzzled as to why better use
could not have been made of local or National radio to at least keep everyone informed. Maybe those that
made recovery more difficult would not of tried to follow the snowplough along the hard shoulder had they
known that it was not there for them! I was just grateful for that little folding shovel and the fact that I had
some biscuits in the car!

I finally got my delivery the next day. Not many new cars get delivered with the recovery eye already
installed. I think he forgot to hide it back in the boot!
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Buying the Latest MG…………..

Incredibly the new Chinese MG’s do not get bad press, unlike the MG6 that was decreed as being too plastic,
not eco-friendly etc. however it did not do half bad in the BTCC’s. Currently the press is very middle of the
road for the most recent MG offerings, all of which are developed in the UK at Longbridge and now
manufactured in China. We are possibly not encouraged to buy MG by the Chinese because the UK market
size is reasonably insignificant to them so that I suspect the marketing and advertising budgets are not that
huge whilst they concentrate on “frying bigger fish” In the late sixties/early seventies we were dismissive of
Japanese cars and described them as “Jap Scrap”. Now we purchase them in their millions. Not many years
ago we scoffed at the prospect of buying Korean cars. We are now queuing up to buy Kia’s and Hyundai’s with
7 and 5 year warranties. I remember my son being devastated at being given a Kia C’eed as a company car
when they were first offered with a 7 year warranty and were definitely “de riguer”. It took only a few months
for him to fall in love with it.

Clearly he was right as Kia C’eed’s have proven recently to be made of such stuff that they can even flip Range
Rovers.

So where am I going with this. It is neither an apology nor a justification for us recently purchasing an MG GS
Exclusive DCT. As most of you know we have 5 MG’s already and a sensible £30 road tax Astra Estate with a
tow hook for trips to the tip and for the rare occasions we need to accommodate four people. However,
recently in the cold I took the Astra to a friends some ½ mile away and abused her (the Astra that is). Most
diesels start immediately or have built in timing for the heating coils to do their job. I impatiently and
unwittingly rushed her to start the second time following a very short journey and ended up with her firing on
three and stuffing neat diesel into one of the bores. Obviously the computer said “No”. We put the E Bay
diagnostic tool on her and all appeared well. The car with patience and allowing all the lights to go out fired
up beautifully but we still had an engine management orange light up. The E Bay diagnostic tool was used
again to cancel the light.

On my return home I stupidly told Nita that I had problems with the Astra and it may or may not start OK the
next day. The you know what hit the fan – I pointed out that we had 5 other cars (albeit all two seater MG’s)
that she could use but she replied that she had to pick up our grandson the next day and was not prepared to

HasNitaMoved to theDarkSide? Willwebe
buying a Mazda Next? Classified Ad?
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put him in the front seat albeit with the correct seat etc. The decree was set down that we needed to have
two 4 door, 4/5 seat cars on a just in case basis?!*!@

Why do both Nita and I have a love for MG’s? They take us back to our youth and allow us to reinvent the
time when we owned them in the day and in the moment. Do we now own them as they were great cars? No!
Were the post war road cars a great performance car? No!. Did we buy them because they were reliable? -
obviously no and more to the point why do we buy them now? It has to be about the magic of the Marque
and the ability to relive the youth and the memories that MG brought by producing a sports car for the
masses and ones that set all sorts of speed and endurance records pre-war.

So, when it came to choosing a “grey” modern day, look alike, SUV, grandchild carrying apology for a not 4 x 4
what should we buy? I had sold Nita’s last car from under her that was a Mercedes E300 that she had loved
and kept for 12 years. She actually cried when we took it in as part exchange for the Astra. So the spec for ano
car at this point had to include automatic. I do not buy new cars due to the depreciation in the first year that
is outrageous. As we keep cars now for a good few years “renting/lease” or whatever it is called, was not an
option.

We had test driven an MG GS when they first came out. I could not find any reason why not to buy one but
quite a few reasons to buy one. But what do the Chinese know about making cars? I started to research this
and discovered that in 2016 China manufactured 33.9% of the total world’s production of new cars i.e. over
20 Million. They exported a significant number of these. They have had an alliance with Audi for over 30 years
and one with G.M. for a similar period of time. Latterly over the last 10 to 20 years they have had
collaborations with Daimler Benz, Jaguar/Land Rover Volvo and many more. They have manufactured many
makes and models including 2 million Mercedes. They collaborate with and manufacture Buick, Cheverolet
and Cadillac models Do not tell Donald! They have increased and retained the size of their R & D and Sales
Marketing and Spares at Longbridge.

So that is why we purchased “Skid” our latest and our
11th MG over 47 years (all our cars have names –all of
the later MG collection are named after flower/plant
colours. However, I am unaware of any brown flowers
except dead ones. We asked our friends and offspring
for suggestions for names for our brown car. All
suggestions were a bit basic and it ended up as either
“Mark” or “Skid”. We chose the latter as it had motoring
connotations. As Nita required automatic Skid is top of
the range. This was the deciding factor as it has all the
toys, bells, whistles and a 5 year warranty. A great deal

of car for the money and a guarantee that is offered to
date by no other manufacturer other than Korean and
Chinese ones (stop press and now Jeep). A great deal of
MG enthusiasts think Chinese MG’s are not MG’s and
hold even more negative thoughts than those shown
against rubber bumper MG’s of the late 70’s. It is not
easy to make the transition to the “dark”.

READ On
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Buying the car was pretty straight forward and a great deal was struck.. However, later on Dart Vader landed
in our drive and stole the keys. Grandson Ollie came to Nanna’s rescue. All ended happily ever after when
Nita submitted to the dark side. However, it appears that she will not be whisked off to the Death Star by
Darth. I have no comment on this.

Nita loves her new car and will if we get rid of it have to have it surgically removed. So much so that I have
got her personalised number plates. I hope that I have got her year of birth 1951 right. Please let her correct
you on this if she so wishes.

Long live MG even if it is now Chinese owned. They promise hybrids and electrics etc in the future. Meanwhile
they keep the MG marque alive. When turning on the ignition; the central control consul blazes out “MG
since 1924”. I am not sure that I am 100% happy with this as China did not start making cars until 1928 - but
they have bought the privilege to represent the marque in any way they wish to.

After all, where are Austin, Morris, Sunbeam, Hillman, Humber, Alvis, etc etc etc?

MG lives on . Long live MG!!!

We are not the first WMGOC members to move to
the dark side. Well done Alan and Sally who did it
somewhat more covertly with their MG3. This car is
Sally’s work commute car and is apparently doing
extremely well.

I am happy to report in future from the dark side if
anyone is interested to know how we get on with
Skid.
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I have always said that the optimum number of MG’s one should
own is 3. One will be undergoing planned maintenance and or
restoration, another will need emergency work and the third will
be available and roadworthy. I now have to justify 6 on the basis
that the MG GS is part of our contribution to keeping the marque
alive.

So, I have to cull the herd. Marigold the Midget stays as she was
the link from the past to the future. Fern the RV8 stays as she is
something else.

However on the market are Starlight the silver rescue MGTF that has an incredible amount of work done on it.
Also Bluebell Nita’s unique one off low mileage MGTF with twilight monogram flip colour paint job. Only one
was ever produced in this Rover/MG colour option.

Or Snowdrop, one of the last MGBGT’s to be sold (1981).
My friend and fellow mechanic and I have spent many hours working on this car to bring it up to its current
mechanical standard by overcoming many of the ageing MGB problems such as overheating, evaporation of
petrol in the carbs, ignition, overdrive failing, poor compression, bursting fuel pipes etc. However, she has
some bodywork blemishes that could do with sorting.

If interested in further details please contact Neil on
07771 523 694 or mog@cheerful.com

Neil S



14

It was our intention to drive up to Liverpool in the MG for our long weekend in August, but as you would have
read in August newsletter, I had locking wheel nut issues, so the car had to stay in the garage at home. Our
reason for our trip was to see China’s First Emperor and Terracotta Warriors exhibition taking place in the
World Museum of Liverpool.

A bit of the history:
For over 2,000 years, an underground army of life-sized terracotta warriors secretly guarded the tomb of
China’s First Emperor, Qin Shi Huang, until a chance discovery in 1974 unlocked the mysteries of a vanished
empire.

On show were objects from one of the world’s
greatest archaeological discoveries, spanning almost
1,000 years of Chinese history; from the conflicts and
chaos of the Warring States period, to the
achievements and legacy of the Qin and Han
dynasties.

The exhibition included a number of objects that have
never been on show in the UK before including
material from museums and institutes from across
Shaanxi Province, excavated over the last 40 years
from the Imperial Mausoleum and selected tombs.
These spectacular artefacts gave an insight on the
Emperor's pursuit of immortality and show how he

prepared for the afterlife, as well as helping us to understand more about everyday life in China more than
two thousand years ago.

We were lucky on the Sunday not to have been rushed
through as it was very quiet and lacking in people,
although the day was sold out. It seems that those who
had booked had not turned up and this may be down to
the good weather we were having. Their loss as it is
very fascinating and nicely put together.

Whilst in Liverpool it would be very rude not to see the
sights or visit places where the greatest pop group
started or in fact many of our pop groups and singers of
the 50’s and 60’s. So we viewed the Beatles statues on
the quayside, Eleanor Rigby statue in Stanley Street,
then visited the Cavern club and did the Beatles Story
within our short stay. Other places we visited were both Cathedrals, the Victoria Gallery and Museum, along
with a boat trip on the Mersey and an open double decker bus ride around the city.

We were also very lucky to be able to view the tiled floor in St. George’s Hall which is only uncovered for a
short period each year. The rest of the year it lies underneath a raised wooden flooring. We also went into
the court room and then down to the cells below which are also housed in the same building.

Finally we came across a new place that had recently been opened which was the secret wartime bunker that
protected the tactics and secrets of the British Armed Forces plotting to bulwark the Western Approaches and
aid the Allied victory. It was not long ago that these rooms were discovered following construction of an

China to Liverpool with
Karen and Peter Cranstone

Terracotta Warriors

The Fab Four
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underground car park. This is a fascinating place
that had been sealed up after the war and you
read memoirs from people who served here and
what it was like to be underground with no
daylight for long periods of time. It’s a great
place for kids too, as they have to solve clues
hidden in various rooms throughout the bunker
tour. At the end of the tour you have tea and
biscuits at war time prices which was much
needed as there was so much to see and read.

Whilst we have not watched it, they were
filming the Crown for Netflix on the Monday.
One of the streets was completely transformed

to resemble Washington DC back in the 1960s with
the help of vintage American cars, signs, telephone
booths and dressed shop fronts.

Here’s are a couple of facts we found out about
Liverpool, the clock face on the Liver Building is
one foot bigger than Big Ben and Liverpool has the
oldest Chinese community in the UK.

St George's Hall

War Rooms Telephone Exchange

Peter and Karen

Filming of The Crown



Dave Coakes Visited the Aston Martin
Factory at Gaydon
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Earlier last year I was fortunate enough to be invited by the
Aston Martin owners club via a good friend to a tour of the Aston production
factory at Gaydon. Prior to the acceptance of the invitation I had to complete and return a
confidentiality agreement not to take any photos within the production area, or to talk about anything

technical within the next five years.

Upon arrival I was surprised at the size and
quality of the building, grounds and setup. Once
inside we were welcomed with a pre-tour coffee
and chat. The ten or so of us were told there
was a waiting list of hundreds for the tour and it
would be easier to get a plumber, of course I was
going to protest but thought better of it (l don’t
think get many plumbers visiting)!

As the tour progressed we learnt that there were over three
thousand employees working within the building. The entire
process is carried out within the premises down to the hand
stitching of the leatherwork (seats,dashpanels,etc) the
finished cars are tested on a rolling road to speeds in excess
of 120mph, it doesn’t take long to build up the delivery
mileage.

At the completion stage we saw several examples of unique
models produced for collectors around the world ready for
despatch probably never to be seen again, these cars are
generally in a run of 20 to 25 and are all sold before
production starts .

These wre taken in the grounds. If you doubted
that Astons walk on water, here is the proof
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The group of collectors we were told are named after the street in
London where the idea of Aston was first conceived, some buying
multiples at a mere £600,000 a time.

The day continued with lunch
with the owners club
proposed new secretary and
a chat regarding Aston’s
future, followed by entry to
the heritage museum at
Gaydon complete with a
special place to park your
Aston had you brought one!

Inside the reception area

IAstons Museum Area

Dave Coakes



MG's and Others of the Age
CHAPTER 2 - Nita's MGs
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Last month we found out how shallow Nita was and the main reasons she went out with me. This
month is about how I seduced her into owning her own MG’s.

Life with the Simpsons now gets a bit more exciting. We are now married. What I meant is that life
got more exciting car–wise!

Finances were getting better as we both got promotion,
inflation was starting to get interesting and salary increases
reflected this (you can tell this as we could afford to take more
photos – roll on the digital age). So we went for an orange
split rear bumper, round wheel arch 1275cc 1973 Midget to
replace the terminally ill Orbie - Nita’s last Mini. We sold it to
a guy who brought along his brother a car mechanic! Not sure
how that worked but we got top dollar. Meanwhile, I had
progressed to a 1.6L white Cortina with black plastic
upholstery company car. This was in its day - the “dog’s”.

We had at last joined the up and coming middle
classes! We went down to the Midland Bank – now
HSBC – to ask for a loan against this car. The Bank
Manager – yes the Bank Manager we are talking early
70’s - interviewed us and suggested we should buy an
MGB because they were so much better and his son
had just bought one. We stuck to our guns and bought
Jessebel. We went on several holidays in her and never
questioned whether we could get all our luggage in
the boot. Unlike how we have recently agonised over
luggage capacity since we have returned to MG
holidaying – sorry did I say we?

The best holiday again to Cornwall was when I
managed to borrow and take a 6 foot Beach Caster
Fishing rod with us. We put this in the cabin with us.
I can remember turning around as I put the seat belt
on as we prepared to leave Lichfield and elbowing
Nita quite savagely in the nose. Grounds for divorce
but MG will out!
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We set off on this holiday after an extremely
hard week at work for me, and an excruciating
term of teaching for Nita. I remember post
Dartmoor that neither of us was capable of
driving through sheer fatigue. We made Bude
about 3.00 a.m. It was a great balmy summers
night. We parked up took a couple of towels
out of the boot and fell asleep together on the
beach under an incredible starlit night. Hell
how more romantic can you get than that? I
was rudely awakened by Nita digging me in the
ribs at about 10.00 a.m. the next morning. She
growled in my ear “don’t f**t”. We were
surrounded by hundreds of families enjoying
the sun and surf.

Jessebel lived up to her name as she twitched
cornering around left hand bends but took right
hand ones with ease. In those days – so what! She
also lost her clutch and when I was told it was an
engine out job had to have smelling salts to revive
me! We also had carb problems but found this
incredible old geezer – similar age to me now –
who tuned them by ear. If you look at the Haynes
manual they kinda say this is still the only way.

Nita and I both got promoted again and we sold
Jessabel in order to achieve the ultimate – a brand
new second car! – a Chatreuse 1500cc 1977 Midget
with Ziebart treatment as we had realized BL cars
rot easily. Nita called it Geronimo after her favourite
folk song of the time - Geronimo’s Cadillac – if you
have not heard it – again please Google it.
Alternatively ask Nita to play it for you especially if
she has a guitar in one hand and a glass of Prosecco
in the other.
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Nita enjoyed a great summer with wall-to-wall
hood down weather. This was good news
because the Ziebarting stank and was blown off
in the fresh air. Indeed she drove to work each
morning in a bikini top and stopped before she
arrived at school in order to dress appropriately
as a schoolteacher. As a new car we felt we were
safe. But this was a BL car. We travelled from
Staffordshire to Lancashire to visit the In Laws in
Preston. We travelled up the M6 – something
you would never dream of doing today in a
Classic! Sometime after Keele Services there was
this annoying tapping noise around the rear
wheel arches. I stopped on the hard shoulder
and found the rear tyre treads were stripping
like a John Bull Printing Kit. If you do not know
what I mean ask someone over 60 years old as
Google will probably not suffice. It was late into

the evening and we continued on and made Preston. I phoned the main agent on the Saturday who
was a customer of mine and had supplied the car. He was covered in embarrassment and authorised
new tyres to be fitted locally before we returned.

Part 3 next month..........

Neil S



WMGOC Events Calendar for 2019: WMGOC events marked in RED
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January
29th WMGOC Quiz Night – The Plough, Itchen Abbas

February
10th Waltham Chase Village Hall classic car meet (pre 85) 8-30/12-30
19th Weekday Tuesday lunchtime car meet Rising Sun Swanmore
20th Winchester Classic Cars meet - Weds evening 6-8pmWhite Horse Ampfield
23rd WMGOC Club Dinner – The Plough, Itchen Abbas - See Ad or contact Lesley Stone
26th MGOC Club Night – The Plough, Itchen Abbas

March
10th Waltham Chase Village Hall classic car meet (pre 85) 8-30/12-30
22nd – 24th Practical Classics Restoration Show – NEC - www.necrestorationshew.com
24th Winchester MGOC Cobweb – Royal Armouries, Fort Nelson See Ad
26th MGOC Club Night – The Plough, Itchen Abbas

April
7th Crotch Cooler – Classic Car Sunday – Pre 1990 - www.crotchcooler.co.uk
14th Brooklands, MG Era – 75 Years of MG - www.brooklandsmuseum.com

Classic Cars on the Prom (CCOTP) – Christchurch Quay
Waltham Chase Village Hall classic car meet (pre 85) 8-30/12-30

28th National Drive-It-Day
Brooklands, British Marques Day - www.brooklandsmuseum.com
Sunday Scramble Drive-It-Day – Bicester Heritage – http://bicesterheritage.co.uk

30th MGOC Club night run

May
TBC King Alfred Buses Running Day – Winchester

New Forest International Car Run (Rotary)
5th Crotch Cooler – Classic Car Sunday – Pre 1990 – www.crotchcooler.co.uk
5th – 6th Twyford Waterworks Spring Rally – www.twyfordwaterworks.co.uk
6th Festival of Motoring, Weyhill, Andover – Andover Rotary club
6th Auto / Aero Jumble – Popham Airfield – www.popham-airfield.co.uk
11th Awbridge Fete & Car Show
11th – 12th Bill Targett Memorial Steam Rally – Eastleigh – www.billtargettrally.co.uk
12th Waltham Chase Village Hall classic car meet (pre 85) 8-30/12-30

Basingstoke Festival of Transport (900 vehicles)
18th-19th Beaulieu Spring Autojumble
19th MGs in the Park, Stansted House, Rowlands Castle – Solent MGOC

Bill Rawles Classic Cars – Sunday Morning Cakes & Coffee – Four Marks
27th Kings Worthy Parish Fete – WMGOC display required – volunteers please

Winchester City Football Ground – Classic Car & Bike breakfast meet 8-12noon
28th TBC MGOC Club Run – Start TBC

June
2nd Crotch Cooler meet, Alton (pre 1990)

Southampton & New Forest MGOC New Forest Run
South Hants Vehicle Preservation Society (SHVPS) Show QE Country Park

9th Hampshire Country and Garden Festival – Whitchurch – www.hampshiregardenfestival.co.uk
15th-16th MG Live at Silverstone
25th TBC MGOC Club Run – Start TBC
30th CCOTP at Christchurch Quay

http://www.necrestorationshew.com
http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk
http://www.brooklandsmuseum.com
http://www.brooklandsmuseum.com
http://bicesterheritage.co.uk
http://www.crotchcooler.co.uk
http://www.twyfordwaterworks.co.uk
http://www.popham-airfield.co.uk
http://www.billtargettrally.co.uk
http://www.hampshiregardenfestival.co.uk


July
4th – 7th Goodwood Festival of Speed – www.goodwood.com
7th Crotch Cooler – Classic Car Sunday – Pre 1990 – www.crotchcooler.co.uk

Blackmore Vale Revival – classic vintage event – free entry if registered to display
14th Waltham Chase Village Hall classic car meet (pre 85) 8-30/12-30
14th Alton Bus Rally & Classic Car Show – Anstey Park

Broughton Pageant of Motoring
Bill Rawles Classic Cars – Sunday Morning Cakes & Coffee – Four Marks

21st WMGOC Display at Bursledon Brickworks Museum
26th – 28th Silverstone Classic – www.silverstoneclassic.com
30th MGOC Club Run – Start TBC

August
4th 2pm Crotch Cooler – Classic Car Sunday – Pre 1990 – www.crotchcooler.co.uk
11th Waltham Chase Village Hall classic car meet (pre 85) 8-30/12-30

Athelhampton Garden Party, Bournemouth & Poole MGOC
25th MG95 at Beaulieu

Great Dorset Steam Fair (23rd - 27th)
Radio 2 Carfest South (24th – 26th)

27th MGOC Club Run – Start TBC

September
1st 2pm Crotch Cooler – Classic Car Sunday – Pre 1990 – www.crotchcooler.co.uk

CCOTP Christchurch Quay
8th Waltham Chase Village Hall classic car meet (pre 85) 8-30/12-30

Hinton Arms annual Vintage Vehicle meet 10-4, BBQ, band, hog roast, prizes
The Concord Club classic & sports car show, Eastleigh
Goodwood Revival 8/9/10th

WMGOC display at the Cathedral 10-3 as part of National Heritage Open Weekends
Andover town centre annual Festival of Motoring (see application form)

24th MGOC Club Run – Start TBC
29th CCOTP Christchurch Quay

October
6th Crotch Cooler – Classic Car Sunday – Pre 1990 – www.crotchcooler.co.uk
6th Sunday Scramble – Bicester Heritage – http://bicesterheritage.co.uk
10th Lancing Motor Show – 10-00am
13th Waltham Chase Village Hall classic car meet (pre 85) 8-30/12-30

Thatcham classic car show, Dunstan Green, 10am- 3pm, £5 donation per car
Bicester Sunday Scramble

29th MGOC Club Night – The Plough, Itchen Abbas

November
3rd London to Brighton Veteran Car Run - https://www.veterancarrun.com
8th – 10th NEC Classic Motor Show
10th Waltham Chase Village Hall classic car meet (pre 85) 8-30/12-30
26th MGOC Club Night – The Plough, Itchen Abbas
December
8th Waltham Chase Village Hall classic car meet (pre 85) 8-30/12-30
26th Romsey classic car & bike meet (pre 76) - TBC
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The Brickwork Museum will be all steamed up and working along with Hampshire Narrow
Gauge Railway Trust who are showing off their collection of rolling stock which is held at
the museum site. There will be train rides, model railway layouts and all kinds of railway
related activities. There will be activities for children of all ages across the site and there
will be light refreshments at the café which will be open. This event does get packed out
with the public

Winchester MGOC has been invited to attend and put on a display of 20 to 25 cars which
the Club has agreed to. There is no charge to display, but a vehicle pass will be issued
and the event runs 11am till 4pm. Cars are requested to be in place between 9am till
10.30am.

I know this is a long way off, but if you can provide your car and time by attending at this
early stage, please let Peter know so we can judge how many of members would be
interested. Contact Peter at petercranstone@btinternet.com or at club night.

The Train Event
At The Brickwork Museum

On Sunday 21st July

mailto:petercranstone@btinternet.com


Neil Simpson is arranging a visit to the British Car Museum at Gaydon on the Saturday with a
guided tour around the new facility, followed by an overnight stay in the Holiday Inn at Leamington
Spa, if you wish, then on Sunday attending MG Live at Silverstone.

Neil has circulated the invitation to other clubs and so far has 12 cars going, but would like to hear
from any WMGOC members who may be interested. The outline plan for the weekend is as follows:-

1. Saturday 15th June

Aim to arrive at Gaydon 10.30 to 11.00 hrs - using non motorway roads this should take about 2
hours

Tour of museum using their cafe for lunch or feel free to bring a picnic.

I am working on a discount for entrance charge and will let you have better details nearer the time.

At the end of the day you can stay overnight in order to visit MG Live at Silverstone the next day OR
take a leisurely drive home Sunday morning OR drive home Saturday night.

Please feel free to make your own arrangements for staying on Saturday night. However, there
already is a small group of Basingstoke MGOC who are staying at the Holiday Inn, Leamington Spa,
Tachbrook Park, CV34 6RJ. This is about 30 minutes away from Gaydon using non motorway roads.
We will be meeting up at the Hotel in order to have dinner together.

If you choose to stay at the Holiday Inn - please book your room (or reserve a room) directly with
them. I suggest, as there is a large event at Silverstone the next day, that this should be done
sooner rather than later.

2. Sunday 16th June

Visit MG Live at Silverstone. For details of this event please go to www.mglive.co.uk. As yet ticket
details have not yet been released I have subscribed to have e mail updates but have not yet heard.

Silverstone is about an hour’s drive from Leamington through the non-motorway roads of leafy
Warwickshire.

All enquiries - please contact Neil, either by email at mog@cheerful.com, or call him on 07771
523694.
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A Visit To The British Car Museum and MG Live
Weekend of 15th & 16th June

http://www.mglive.co.uk/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
mailto:mog@cheerful.com


25

Recomendations for your MG
The following businesses have been recommended by club members. If you have received good service for
your MG, let the editor know and add to the list.

Please Note: These are personal recommendations rather than endorsments from WMGOC. For further
information, contact the person making the recommendation.

Notices - Wanted - For Sale

Items Wanted and For Sale
Do you have MG or motoring related items wanted or for sale? Advertise them to Club members here. Send
details to the editor.

Company	Name	 Services	Offered	 Location	 Website	Address	 Recommended	by	
Meon	Valley	Garage	Doors	 Garage	Door	Replacements/Service	 Waltham	Chase	 http://www.meonvalleygaragedoors.co.uk	 Pete	Cranstone	

The	Trimming	Centre	 Webasto	Sunroof	and	trimming	

Specialists		

Lewes,	East	Sussex	 http://www.thetrimmingcentre.co.uk	 Richard	Harcourt-Brown	

Bodycraft	 Body	and	paint	specialist	 Shirrell	Heath,	Swanmore	 https://www.facebook.com/bodycraftautomotive	 Richard	Harcourt-Brown	

Andy	Jewell	 Paintless	dent	removal	 	 http://www.andyjewell.co.uk/	 Richard	Harcourt-Brown	

RVS	Garage	Services	 Servicing	/	Engine	Rebuild	 Ludgershall	 http://www.rvsgarageservices.co.uk	 Steve	Penkethman	

West-Classic	 English	Car	Spares	and	Garage	

Services	

Elgg,	Switzerland	 http://www.west-classic.ch	 Steve	Penkethman	

Taylors	Garage	Droxford	 Service	and	Repairs	 Droxford,	Southampton	 http://taylorsgarage.co.uk/index.html	 Peter	Cranstone	

	

MGB Chrome Front Bumper
An after-market bumper, with

overiders. Some marks on chrome
but good and useable. £50

Steve Penkethman

steve.penk@btinternet.com

Free to a good home
4 Rostyle wheel hubs

Steve Penkethman

steve.penk@btinternet.com

Free to a good home
My father has decided at 88yrs old that it’s
probably time to stop crawling around under his
car and as such he has a set of rampswhich he no

longer has a use for.
They’re in perfect condition and free to a good
home, just give me a call on 01962 881834 and I
can bring them along to a club meet or put the
prospective new owner in touch with dad to

collect.

Rich Harcourt-Brown
rharcourtbrown256@btinternet.com

mailto:steve.penk@btinternet.com
mailto:steve.penk@btinternet.com
mailto:rharcourtbrown256@btinternet.com


WMGOC Apparel
We have a range of Regalia which you can order individually, just choose your
garment and colour from the charts below. Prices include printed Logo.

When ordering please complete the corresponding form, ticking your choice
of colour and size. Take care with the size, as returns are not possible and
sizes are generous.

Please send the form to:
Niall FitzGerald, 29 Monks Wood Close, Bassett Sot’on, SO16 3TT

Niall
Polo Shirt 

Male Polo Ref: KK403 - £16.50 Ladies Polo Ref: KK703 £16.50 
     

Colour Small Medium Large Ex Large 
Bottle Green     
Navy Blue     
Magenta     
Black     
Jade     
Purple     
Mid Blue     
Royal Blue     
 
Ladies Sizes available are:   10, 12, 14, 16, 18, 20 and 22 
Please check the appropriate box or ring the ladies size required 
 
	

Fleece 
Fleece Ref: RE36A - £20.50 
     

Colour Small Medium Large Ex Large 
Forest Green     
Royal Blue     
Burgundy     
Black     
	

Gilet 
Gilet Ref: RE37A - £18.00 
     

Colour Small Medium Large Ex Large 
Forest Green     
Royal Blue     
Charcoal     
Black     
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Our Sponsors
TheWMGOCwould like to thank the following businesseswho are supporting

the club via their advertising

TAYLORS GARAGE
DROXFORD
Tel: 01489 877433

CAR and MOTORCYCLE
MOTs

Service and repair to cars
light commercials and horse trailers

Air conditioning - service & repair

Competitive prices on
tyres batteries and exhausts

Collection & delivery or loan car available
subject to availability

VEHICLE TESTING
STATION


